
PRAYER BREAKFAST: Great turnout at annual event. 5B

LOCALLY OWNED, LOYAL TO OUR COMMUNITY SATURDAY, MAY 4, 2019

75¢

In the  
know

TODAY’S WEATHER 

LET’S BE FRIENDS!

INDEX

CONTACT US

Calendar 2A
Classified 10-11B
History 3B
Obituaries  5A
Sports 9-11A
State 12B
Grace 5B

H 66 L 50
Weather forecast here. 2A

To share a news tip, request  
an extra copy or to advertise,  
call 217-921-3216 or email  
nzeman@prairiepress.net.

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday

Veteran takes 
honor flight

Henness retires 
after 30 years

Al-Anon chapter 
holds first meet

Applications 
now open

Fire up the 
griddle

MAY QUEEN 
CROWNED

Latest news, 
online extras

Harold Wyatt of Chrisman 
was one of the veterans 
honored for their service 
on a trip to Washington 
D.C.
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Chief of Police Mike 
Henness completed his 
last shift on Friday, looks 
forward to civilian life. 
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Al-Anon, an offshoot of 
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Senior Aubrey Sanders 
was crowned the 2019 
May Queen Friday at PHS 
by first attendant Peyton 
Hughes. See full coverage 
of May Fete in the May 
11 edition of The Prairie 
Press.   
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School boards reorganize
Craig joins board in Chrisman Unit 6 Shiloh board has new member, president

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – Only one thing 
changed when the Chrisman School 
Board reorganized Tuesday, April 
30.

Darin Craig took the oath of office 
and joined the others at the table 
as a new board member. The board 
had a potential for another change 
since Steve Lorenzen did not run for 
re-election and nobody sought the 
seat. With a vacancy existing, it fell to 
the other board members to appoint 
a replacement. 

Interim superintendent Jim Ack-

lin said five people filled out appli-
cations for the appointment and the 
board went into executive session to 
review the candidates. Returning to 
open session, Lorenzen was appoint-
ed to fill the post he originally vacat-
ed by not seeking re-election.

As part of the reorganization, of-
ficers were elected. Leslie Henry 
returns for another term as board 
president as does Steve Rogers as 
vice president and Cory Chaney as 
secretary.

A potential problem was raised 
when Acklin presented the proposed 

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

HUME — A new member of the 
Shiloh school board took his seat on 
the Community District 1 board of 
education Monday, April 29, at the 
board’s reorganization meeting.

Newcomer Justin Wood joined 
incumbents David Smith, April 
Morris and Brian Rhode on the Shi-
loh board. Wood succeeds longtime 
board member and president Dana 
Hale, who chose not to seek re-elec-
tion.

Smith, a graduate of Shiloh, was 
elected as the new board president. 

Aaron Richardson was elected 
vice-president and Renee Henry was 
re-elected as board secretary.

Once the reorganization was com-
plete, the board members once again 
turned their attention to two major 
summer projects needing to be final-
ized.

The board members agreed to 
proceed with adding air-condition-
ing to the gym, but once again had 
to make changes on how the project 
will continue.

Interim Superintendent of 
Schools Allen Hall said Rhode has 

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The Crestwood school board 
seated a new board member and 
reorganized at a special meet-
ing Wednesday, April 24, at the 
school.

New member Johnathon Mc-
Carty was sworn in along with 
incumbents Keith Trogdon, Kit 
Kirby and Jared Dyer. McCarty 
succeeds Paul Porter, who did not 
seek re-election.

During the reorganization meet-
ing, Jim Blue was re-elected as 
board president while Jared Dyer 
was elected vice-president. Kit Kir-
by was elected as secretary, succeed-
ing Porter. Mike Reed was elected 
treasurer, succeeding Trogdon.

The board also named Trogdon 
to serve on the Paris Coopera-
tive High School board of direc-
tors. Per the intergovernmental 
agreement, the board president 
automatically serves on the high 
school board. Mary Liz Wright has 
one year remaining on her term on 
the board.

Blue said the next president of 
the high school board — also per 
the intergovernmental agreement 
— must be a Crestwood board 
member. Blue is not eligible to 
serve because he is president of 
the Crestwood board. That leaves 
Wright and Trogdon.

In other business the board:
nApproved the purchase of new 

cafeteria tables.
nAppointed Reed as the dis-

trict’s delegate to the EIASE special 
education cooperative.

THROWBACK TO SHILOH’S FIRST CLASS 

Special to The Prairie Press

Shiloh School District is celebrating a 50th anniversary May 11. This is the first graduating class of the consolidation 
that brought the Young America, Hume, Brocton and Redmon schools together.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Corporate officials for the Kro-
ger Company are finding out how 
upset Paris and Edgar County res-
idents are about the decision to 
close the Kroger grocery story on 
East Jasper Street.

The announcement the local 
store is closing — after more than 
60 years in the Paris community 
— was delivered first to the store’s 
52 employees then sent via news 
release to The Prairie Press. 

According to Eric Halvorson, a 
spokesperson for the Kroger Cen-
tral Division in Indianapolis, the 
decision was based on the store’s 
poor financial performance. He 
added company executives have 
the highest regard for the Paris 
store’s employees and the clos-
ing is not a negative reflection on 
them or their work.

“They have performed ex-
tremely well and have been com-
mitted to customer service in 
spite of business challenges to the 

Paris 
Kroger 
closing

See CHRISMAN, Page 8A See SHILOH, Page 8A

See KROGER, Page 8A

Kroger Co. is shuttering 
its Paris location 
due to poor financial 
performace 

Shiloh marks 50 years
BY RUTH PATCHETT
rpweib1@gmail.com

May 4, 1969, was the dedication 
day for the new Shiloh School and 
May 11, 2019, is the rededication of 
the rural school located near Hume. 

Much has changed in education 
since 1969 and the building has 
changed along with the times. The 
outside looks similar to what it was 
back in the fall of 1968 when the first 
days of school began at Shiloh. Much 
work has been done to maintain and 
enhance the outdoor grounds, ac-
cording to school board member Bri-
an Rhode. 

The building is in great shape said 
science teacher Kendra Saddoris, 
who credits interim Superintendent 
Alan Hall for his efforts in continuing 
to keep the infrastructure at Shiloh 
excellent. Air conditioning was added 
to all classrooms and the next step of 
air conditioning the gym is now be-
ing pursued. 

Saddoris sees Shiloh continuing to 
be a viable school in the next several 
years because of the excellent shape 
of the building and because Hall is a 
master at leading the ship.

Alumni, friends, former staff mem-
bers are all invited to the May 11 

rededication and to see the chang-
es made to the physical structure. 
The open house is 1-4 p.m. and will 
feature art from Pre K-5th grade 
students, a display of Shiloh memo-
rabilia includes yearbooks, trophies 
and sports uniforms, and there is an 
opportunity to bid on silent auction 
items from collected memorabilia. A 
special welcome is scheduled for 2 
p.m. and Clay Bess will take an out-
door photo of all attendees using a 
drone camera at 2:30 p.m. following 
the dedication.

Principal Beth Harbaugh, a Shiloh 

Special to The Prairie Press

Fifty years ago a new school opened in northern Edgar County to serve the communities of Brocton, Hume, Metcalf 
and Redmon. A later consolidation added Newman and Murdoch. Student attendance began in 1968 and the first 
graduating class was in 1969.

See 50 YEARS, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – One tiny boy has 
made a difference to the future of all 
children born in Indiana.

Bryce Clausen was born Jan. 15, 
2018, at Indianapolis, and at age one 
was diagnosed with the genetic dis-
order Krabbe Disease. Had the hos-

pital screened for the disease at birth 
it is possible stem-cell therapy may 
have slowed or stopped the disease, 
but once the symptoms manifest it 
is too late. 

The child died April 5, 2019, after 
a successful campaign by his parents 
Joel and Andrea Clausen for a law 
requiring screening all newborns 
for the disease. Indiana Governor 
Eric Holcomb signed the legisla-
tion, known as Bryce’s Bill, into law 
March 25.

This story has a local connection. 

The boy’s father is a 1997 Chrisman 
High School graduate.

“I went to school with the boy’s 
dad,” said Lucas Knight, who with 
another Chrisman resident Tom 
Woodyard are leading a drive to raise 
$50,000 to sponsor a room at the 
Peyton Manning Hospital dedicated 
to the memory of Bryce Clausen.

Fundraising has gone well.
“We only have about $9,000 

left to go,” said Knight, adding 
he anticipates reaching the final 

Chrisman event honors baby’s life
$9,000 goal to finish 
room at Peyton Manning 
Hospital

See BRYCE, Page 8A

Crestwood 
reorganizes



TODAY

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. today and the first and 
third Saturdays of every month 
for 2019

MASTER GARDENERS PLANT 
AND BAKE SALE
The Master Gardeners plant and 
bake sale is 8 a.m. May 4 at the 
Clark County Extension Office. 
This is a good opportunity to 
obtain vegetable plants, shrurbs, 
blooming flowers and more. 
People wanting to reserve table 
space to sell plants or baked 
goods must call the Clark County 
Extension Office, 217-826-5422.

MUTTS GONE NUTS
Mutts Gone Nuts returns to the 
Paris Center of Fine Arts Stage 
for two shows May 4. The first 
show is 2-4 p.m. and the second 
is 5-7 p.m. These former shelter 
animals put on a show that is sure 
to please the entire family. Ticket 
information at www.pcofa.net.

BLACKHAWK NATURE WALK
A nature walk in Blackhawk Park 
is 9 a.m. Saturday, May 4. This is 
the time spring wildflowers are 
at their peak and migratory and 
nesting birds are using the park. 
A chorus of frogs adds to the 
sounds. Everyone is welcome to 
participate in the free, hour-long 
nature walk. Meet at the Black-
hawk Park parking lot at 9 a.m.  

SPRING FLING
The Chrisman Spring Fling is May 
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CITY-WIDE YARD SALE MAY 4  
The communities of Oakland and Hindsboro are joining forces 
to have all-day yard sales May 4. Sales start at 8 a.m. but do not 
have an official ending time. The two communities are only six 
miles apart on state Route 133. Maps are available at McQueen 
Lumber in Oakland or Quick Gits in Hindsboro.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

66   50
Prec: 50%

74   53
Prec: 0%

77   60
Prec: 0%

79   59
Prec: 40%

71   57
Prec: 40%

75   55
Prec: 40%

69   49
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Mostly cloudy with rain showers 
in the morning. Highs top out in the mid 60s

SUNDAY — Mostly sunny and pleasant with 
highs in the mid 70s.

MONDAY — Another warm day with highs in 
the upper 70s under mostly sunny skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 5:48 a.m. 7:48 p.m. 5:59 a.m. 7:37 p.m.

FRIDAY 5:47 a.m. 7:49 p.m. 6:32 a.m. 8:41 p.m.

SATURDAY 5:46 a.m. 7:50 p.m. 7:08 a.m. 9:46 p.m.

SUNDAY 5:45 a.m. 7:51 p.m. 7:51 a.m. 10:50 p.m.

MONDAY 5:44 a.m. 7:51 p.m. 8:41 a.m. 11:51 p.m.

TUESDAY 5:43 a.m. 7:52 p.m. 9:38 a.m. --

WEDNESDAY 5:42 a.m. 7:53 p.m. 10:41 a.m. 12:46 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70°/49°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89° in 1959
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28° in 1926

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.64”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.61”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17.30”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.35”

NORMAL:    High: 70   Low: 49     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
EVERETT LAU

Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The Prai-
rie Press/Paris Beacon-News. 

TALK BACK
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4 on the town square with the 
Chrisman Area Community Club 
hosting a pancake and sausage 
breakfast in the American Legion 
starting at 7 a.m. and lasting until 
the food supplies are depleted. 
Flowers on Main is selling potted 
plants in the park gazebo from 
8 a.m.-noon as a benefit for the 
Chrisman Public Library. A bake 
sale in front of the library is at 
the same time as the plant sale. 
Garage sales occur all day at 
various locations both May 3 and 
May 4.

SUNDAY

SHILOH BACCALAUREATE
Baccalaureate for the Shiloh High 
School class of 2019 is 5 p.m. 
May 5 at the Newman Christian 
Church. Baccalaureate is spon-
sored by the Shiloh Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes.

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

FARMERS MARKET MEETING
An organizational meeting to plan 
the 2019 Paris Farmers Market 
is 5:30 p.m. May 6 at the Edgar 
County Farm Bureau meeting. 
Anyone wanting to sell produce, 
baked goods or other items 
at the farmers market should 
attend.  

SPRING CONCERT
The Shiloh Spring Concert is 
6:30 p.m. May 6 in the school 
gym. The concert features perfor-
mances by the fifth-high school 
band and chorus.

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for 

more information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Edgar County Farm Bureau build-
ing, 210 W. Washington, Paris. 
Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. and 
the meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. and 
the meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
More information is available by 
attending a meeting or calling Jo 
Ellen Edmonds at 251-4722.

EUCHRE NIGHT
The monthly euchre night is 
6:30-9 p.m. May 9 at the Red Oak 
Inn, 219 W. Madison, Paris. 

FRIDAY

SHILOH HIGH SCHOOL GRAD-
UATION
The Shiloh High School com-
mencement is 7 p.m. May 10 in 
the school gym.

UPCOMING

SHILOH 50TH ANNIVERSARY
The Shiloh School District 
celebrates its 50th anniversary 
with an open house 1-4 p.m. May 
11. There is a special welcome at 
2 p.m. followed by a dedication 
and photo opportunity at 2:30 
p.m. People attending are urged 
to bring Shiloh memorabilia for 
all to see.

KANSAS GRADUATION
The Kansas High School com-
mencement is 7 p.m.  May 17 in 
the school gym.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. May 18 and the first and 
third Saturdays of every month 

for 2019

CHRISMAN GRADUATION
The Chrisman High School 
commencement is 2 p.m.  May 19 
in the school gym.

PHS BACCALAUREATE
A baccalaureate service for the 
Paris High School Class of 2019 
is 7 p.m. May 21 at the First Unit-
ed Methodist Church. The public 
is invited to attend the service for 
the students.

MUSIC IN THE PARK
Music in the Park features The 
71 Band playing music from the 
’60s 6:30 p.m. May 23 at Spicer 
Pavilion in Twin Lakes Park.

OAKLAND GRADUATION
The Oakland High School com-
mencement is 7 p.m.  May 24 in 
the school gym.

PARIS GRADUATION
The Paris High School com-
mencement is 7 p.m.  May 24 in 
the school gym.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. June 1 and the first and 
third Saturdays of every month 
for 2019

MUSIC IN THE PARK
Music in the Park features Jim 
Easter & the Radio Kings playing 
music from the 1950s and 1960s 
6:30 p.m. June 20 at Spicer 
Pavilion in Twin Lakes Park.

MUSIC IN THE PARK
Music in the Park features the 
Dave Frisse Band 6:30 p.m. June 
27 at Spicer Pavilion in Twin 
Lakes Park.

MUSIC IN THE PARK
Music in the Park features Fish-
back playing classic rock 6:30 
p.m. July 4 at Spicer Pavilion in 
Twin Lakes Park.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. June 15  and the first and 
third Saturdays of every month 
for 2019

MUSIC IN THE PARK
Music in the Park features the 
Fabulous Hoedads playing classic 
rock and country 6:30 p.m. July 
11 at Spicer Pavilion in Twin Lakes 
Park.

MUSIC IN THE PARK
Music in the Park features the 
Sister Kate Band playing classic 
rock 6:30 p.m. July 18 at Spicer 
Pavilion in Twin Lakes Park.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. July 6 and the first and 
third Saturdays of every month 
for 2019

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381

firstmid.com

What can you 
expect with a home 
loan from First Mid? 
•  EASE OF APPLYING ONLINE! 

•  VARIETY OF FINANCING OPTIONS

•  Personal service from a LOCAL 
KNOWLEDGEABLE LENDER.

Visit our Online
Mortgage Center at 
FIRSTMID.COM

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317
dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
with a new First Mid Purchase Mortgage Application.

UP TO $400 CREDIT.

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND APPROVAL. 
ONE DISCOUNT OFFER PER CUSTOMER. 

MAXIMUM CREDIT $400.

OFFER GOOD FOR OWNER-
OCCUPIED PURCHASE 

MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED THROUGH 12/31/2019.
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INTRODUCING THE

DIGITAL WALLET
SMART     SAFE     SECURE

BANKPROSPECT.COM
877.465.4154

Edgar County Shrine Club

Vidalia Onion Sale
Annual

 Wal-Mart, Kroger & Rural King 
Parking Lots in Paris

Friday, May 10
3 p.m. - until sold out

No man stands so tall as when he stoops to help a child.
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www.edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Timing Counts When It Comes 
to Your Social Security Benefi t

Social Security can be one of your most valuable 

retirement assets. The decision of when you start 

taking your benefi t impacts how much you’ll receive. 

Call or visit today, and learn how your decision 

impacts your overall retirement income strategy.

Final decisions about Social Security fi ling strategies always rest 
with you and should always be based on your specifi c needs 
and health considerations. For more information, visit the Social 
Security Administration website at www.socialsecurity.gov.










BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Mike Henness’ last duty 
shift with Paris Police Depart-
ment was yesterday, May 3, 
and today he is a civilian for 
the first time in 30 years. He 
spent 25 years as a patrol offi-
cer and training officer and for 
the last five years was police 
chief.

“I’ve had mixed emotions 
since January when I submit-
ted my letter of retirement 
to the city council,” Henness 
said.

Those mixed emotions 
come from the fact he enjoyed 

police work, likes his fellow 
officers and appreciated the 
opportunity to help the com-
munity and individuals. What 
he won’t miss is the stress. The 
stress of not knowing if he 
was going home at the end of 
a shift and the stress of wor-
rying about the safety of the 
people under his command.

“This is a young person’s 
occupation,” said Henness. “I 
thoroughly enjoyed working 
with the community, but I 
know my time has come.”

Henness didn’t originally 
plan on being a police officer. 
While a student at Paris High 

School, he participated in a di-
versified occupation program 
that allowed students to at-
tend school for a half-day and 
work for a half-day. 

He started working at the 
Edgar County Locker when 
he was 16 and continued at 
the locker after graduation. 
During his tenure, the lock-
er purchased Curl’s Grocery 
Store and rebranded it as the 
North Side Market.

“I ran the meat case there,” 
he said about the North Side 
Market.

Henness was employed by 
the locker for 10 years until he 

joined the police department. 
“We were needing health 

insurance and I saw an ad in 
the Beacon-News seeking ap-
plicants for the police depart-
ment so I applied,” he said.

It was the right decision for 
the time and Henness already 
had some idea of what work-
ing in public safety can do to 
a family. His father, Bill Hen-
ness, was a Paris firefighter for 
20 years.

“Nobody really knows what 
families go through who have 
a member who serves,” said 
Henness.

He kept his duty radio at 
home as a police officer so 
dispatch could reach him at 
any time, but he refused to put 
a scanner in the house. The 
reason was he did not want 
the family worrying by hear-
ing police calls while he was 
on duty. He added his moth-
er looked forward to today 
saying it is the first time in 50 
years she doesn’t have to wor-
ry about her husband or son at 
their job.

Henness said his father was 
injured several times as a fire-
fighter.

While he didn’t plan to be 
a police officer from an early 
age, Henness believes he was 
directed to the work.

“I believe the Lord puts 
people where he wants them,” 
he said. “I remember as a child 
at Bell Ridge Church seeing 
a pamphlet where an older 
school boy was protecting a 
smaller school boy. That al-
ways stuck with me.”

In addition to being a pa-
trol officer and training offi-

Henness retires after 30-year career
cer, Henness was the depart-
ment’s DARE officer taking 
an anti-drug message into the 
schools and encouraging years 
and years of Paris school chil-
dren to make good choices.

“I was the longest serving 
DARE officer in the State of 
Illinois,” he said.

His police career started 
in 1989 before the technol-
ogy revolution and he sees 
computerization as the single 
biggest change in police work 
during his time on the force. 
In his early days, officers car-
ried small cards in the squad 
cars for looking up license 
plate numbers to determine if 
the plate was suspended or if 
the car was reported as stolen. 
Not any more.

“Technology has just ex-
ploded,” said Henness. “We 
can more quickly ascertain if a 
driver is suspended or if there 
are warrants.”

For Henness, the best part 

of police work was helping 
people and ranking also near 
the top are being outside and 
never having two days that are 
the same. 

He is playing his cards close 
to the vest about his next job 
saying only that he is looking 
forward to doing something 
different. He is also commit-
ted to remaining in Paris and 
finding ways to serve the com-
munity.

“I’m too young to sell all 
of my possessions and move 
away, and I would miss the 
changing of the seasons,” he 
said.

So on the first day of retire-
ment, Henness can contem-
plate the direction he wants 
this new stage of life to go, but 
he does not have to be in a 
great hurry.

“I’m going to take my first 
summer off in 21 years, which 
will probably drive my wife 
crazy,” Henness said.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Mike Henness’ last day with the Paris Police Department was Friday, May 4. He retired after a 
30-year career that was mostly spent in patrol, and he has served as police chief since September 
2015.

State police now accepting cadets
SPRINGFIELD – The Illi-

nois State Police (ISP) Merit 
Board is currently processing 
applications for Cadet Class 
130, which is tentatively 
scheduled to begin October 
2019. 

In order to be considered 
for Cadet Class 130, the ISP 
Merit Board must receive a 
completed application and 
required documentation by 
May 31. Full information 

about the requirements and 
the process may be found at 
www.illinoistrooper.com. 

Upon graduation from the 
ISP Academy, Troopers are 
assigned to one of the 21 pa-
trol districts across the state. 
Troopers later have the oppor-
tunity to transition to one of 
the many specialty functions 
within the ISP. These specialty 
functions include, but are not 
limited to, Crime Scene Ser-

vices, the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Office, Inves-
tigations, Internal Investiga-
tions, SWAT, Air Operations, 
K-9 Handler, Motorcycle 
Unit, Medicaid Fraud Control 
Bureau, Executive Protection 
and Academy Instructor.

Questions may be directed 
to a field recruiter by calling 
the ISP Recruitment Office at 
(217) 785-4370, (217) 786-
7070 or (866) 458-7667.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker has proclaimed May 
as Motorcycle Awareness 
Month in Illinois, joining 
the Illinois Department of 
Transportation, Illinois State 
Police and motorcycle safety 
advocates to remind all users 
of the road to Start Seeing 
Motorcycles. Although mo-
torcycles represent 3 percent 
of total vehicle registrations 
in Illinois, they account for 
12 percent of traffic fatalities 
– 119 in 2018 alone. 

“We are encouraged to see 
a decrease in motorcycle fa-
talities in 2018, but the only 
acceptable number is zero,” 
said Acting Illinois Transpor-
tation Secretary Omer Os-
man. “We continue to work 
to make our roads safer, but 

we need everyone’s help by 
sharing the road and elimi-
nating distractions, especially 
with warmer spring tempera-
tures bringing out more mo-
torcyclists.”

All riders are urged to take 
precautions to increase their 
visibility. Recommendations 
include wearing appropriate 
protective gear, performing 
regular maintenance checks 
and enrolling in IDOT’s free 
motorcycle safety courses to 
learn or brush up on riding 
skills.  

“With May the beginning 
of the traditional riding sea-
son, there will be many rid-
ers out enjoying the beauty 
Illinois has to offer,” said 
Illinois State Police Acting 
Director Brendan Kelly. “To 
riders, we ask that you make 
yourself as safe as possible 

by gearing up with protec-
tive riding apparel, and we 
encourage you to seek out 
quality training. To all other 
roadway users, focus on your 
drive by clearing all distrac-
tions. Vulnerable popula-
tions such as motorcyclists 
all too often pay a heavy 
price for inattention.”

IDOT’s Start Seeing Mo-
torcycles campaign is made 
possible through teamwork 
with ISP, the Gold Wing 
Road Riders Association, A 
Brotherhood Aimed Towards 
Education (ABATE) and 
other organizations that pro-
mote motorcycle education, 
awareness and safety.

The newly updated start-
seeingmotorcycles.org pro-
vides more information 
about free motorcycle train-
ing and safety programs.

Gov. Pritzker proclaims May 
Motorcycle Awareness Month

If 

didn’t tell you … 

WHO  
WOULD?
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Appointments: 217-466-4475
MyHorizonHealth.org

Maria Horvat, MD
Gynecology

Welcome

 • 30 years of experience

 • Full range of women’s services 
(wellness exams to complex surgeries)

 • Caring for patients of all ages

 • Empowering women to choose the best 
option for their health

Residential • Commercial    
Industrial • Waste Removal

   217-465-3335     
www.ingrumwastedisposal.com
“Where service makes the difference” 

Time for those Spring remodeling jobs to begin!!!
Give us a call and Troy will be glad to deliver a 10, 20, or 30 yard roll off box!

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

Rib-eye, Potato, Toast, 
Full Salad & Dessert Bar
Tea - Lemonade - Coffee

VFW Auxiliary 3601
601 W. Court, Paris, IL

VFW Auxiliary 3601

Saturday, May 11th    
5 - 7 p.m.

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Individuals appearing before 
the bench for the April 22 and 
25 criminal traffic call in Edgar 
County Circuit Court includ-
ed:  

IN CUSTODY
nKyle N. Carter-Alvis, 25, 

Kansas, appeared in custody 
and pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to two counts 
of a Class 4 felony domestic 
battery. His oral motion for a 
personal recognizance bond 
was denied. Carter-Alvis was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nJason Ball, no age or ad-

dress provided, appeared in 
custody and pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class 3 felony failure to regis-
ter as a sex offender charge. By 
agreement, bond was reduced 
to $2,500 from the original 
bond of $5,000. A pretrial con-
ference was scheduled and 
Ball was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond. 
nSean P. Christopher, 31, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class 2 fel-

ony aggravated criminal sex-
ual abuse and a Class 4 felony 
criminal sexual abuse charge. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference. Christo-
pher was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nDevon L. DeWeese,18, 

Paris, appeared in custody. The 
public defender was appointed 
to represent him for his unre-
solved charges of a Class A mis-
demeanor retail theft, a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery, a Class A misdemeanor 
resisting a police officer and a 
Class A misdemeanor illegal 
consumption of alcohol by a 
minor. His oral motion for a 
personal recognizance bond 
was denied. He was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond. 
nRichard E. Durbin, 42, 

West Terre Haute, Ind., ap-
peared in custody. A presen-
tence investigation was ordered 
for the petition to revoke his 
probation sentences for a Class 
3 felony possession of metham-
phetamine and a Class 4 felo-
ny possession of a controlled 
substance convictions. The 
matter was continued for the 
sentencing hearing. Durbin’s 
motion for a personal recogni-
zance bond was denied. He was 

Cases appearing in Edgar County Court
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond. 
nJoe W. Evans, 30, Paris, ap-

peared in custody for missing a 
previous court appearance. His 
unresolved charges of a Class 
2 felony aggravated domestic 
battery and a Class 4 felony 
domestic battery were contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nVincent K. Griffin, 57, 

Paris, appeared in custody, was 
charged and pleaded guilty to 
a Class C misdemeanor dis-
orderly conduct. He was sen-
tenced to two days in jail with 
credit for two days previously 
served, one year of condition-
al discharge, a $200 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending release processing.
nTyge A. Hissem, 26, Ur-

bana, appeared in custody 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. A pretrial confer-
ence was scheduled for the pe-
tition to revoke his probation 
sentence for a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine conviction and for his 
unresolved Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
possession of a hypodermic sy-
ringe charges. He was remand-
ed to custody pending posting 
of bond.
nDakota L. Livingston, 

23, Paris, appeared in custody 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. He denied a pe-
tition to revoke his probation 
sentence for a Class A misde-
meanor illegal consumption of 
alcohol conviction. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference. He was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nDawn M. Ordiway, 34, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class X 
felony delivery of methamphet-
amine, a Class X felony posses-
sion of methamphetamine, a 
Class X felony methamphet-
amine trafficking and a Class 
A misdemeanor resisting a po-
lice officer. Bond was reduced 
to $15,000 from the original 
bond of $30,000. The matter 
was continued for a prelimi-
nary hearing and Ordiway was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nJared M. Plew, 26, no 

address provided, appeared 
in custody and pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 

to a Class 3 felony unlawful 
possession of a weapon by a 
convicted felon and a Class A 
misdemeanor unlawful use of 
weapons charges. His motion 
for a personal recognizance 
bond was denied. Plew was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nVance E. Plew, 24, Paris, 

appeared in custody for a fit-
ness hearing. The court ruled 
Plew is competent to stand trial 
for his unresolved Class 4 felo-
ny domestic battery and a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery charges. The matter was 
continued for a negotiated plea 
agreement. 

In another matter, Plew 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class A mis-
demeanor resisting a police of-
ficer and a Class C misdemean-
or disorderly conduct charges. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond. 
nCiera N. Prouse, 27, Paris, 

appeared in custody for missing 
a previous court appearance. 
The unresolved petition to re-
voke her probation sentence 
for a Class A misdemeanor vi-
olating an order of protection 
conviction was continued for a 
pretrial conference. In another 
matter, her unresolved charges 
of a Class 4 felony criminal tres-
passing, a Class 4 felony violat-
ing an order of protection and a 
Class A misdemeanor criminal 
damage to property were con-
tinued for a pretrial conference. 
She was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nTersh S. Scamihorn, 25, 

Kansas, appeared in custody, 
was charged and pleaded guilty 
to a Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing on a suspended license. 
The matter was continued for 
a sentencing hearing, and he 
was granted a personal recog-
nizance bond. Scamihorn was 
remanded to custody pending 
release processing. 
nJonathan A. Winn, 28, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class X fel-
ony predatory criminal sexual 
assault of a child and a Class 2 
felony aggravated criminal sex-
ual abuse. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for the prelimi-
nary hearing.
nJames R. Wallace, 31, Paris, 

appeared in custody for his sen-
tencing hearing for a petition to 
revoke his probation sentence 

for a Class 4 felony aggravated 
driving while license is revoked 
conviction. He was resentenced 
to 18 months in the Illinois De-
partment of Corrections with 
credit for 84 days previously 
served and ordered to pay all 
prior financial obligations. In 
another matter, the state’s mo-
tion was granted to dismiss 
a Class A misdemeanor ob-
struction of identification and a 
Class A misdemeanor resisting 
a police officer charges. Wallace 
was remanded to custody for 
transport to IDOC.
nDaniel B. Young, 33, Paris, 

appeared in custody for miss-
ing a previous court appear-
ance. His unresolved charge 
of a Class 4 felony criminal 
trespassing was continued for a 
pretrial conference.

In another matter, Young’s 
sentencing hearing for a peti-
tion to revoke his probation 
sentence for a Class 1 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine conviction was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.

CHARGES
nTonya Judith Goodrich, 

33, Danville, was charged with 
two counts of a Class A mis-
demeanor driving under the 
influence of alcohol. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.
nEric V. Haddix, 48, Paris, 

was charged with a Class A mis-
demeanor driving under the 
influence of drugs. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.
nMargaret M. Hendricks, 

27, Paris, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of drugs. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed and the matter was 
continued for a first appearance 
with counsel.
nElva Hood, 35, Chrisman, 

was charged with a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine, a Class 4 felony ag-
gravated cruelty to animals and 
a Class A misdemeanor cruelty 
to animals. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for the prelimi-
nary hearing.
nBruce L. Hunt, 39, Paris, 

was presented with a petition 
to revoke his conditional dis-
charge sentences for a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 

a hypodermic syringe and a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license convic-
tions. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for a first appearance 
with counsel.
nRussell N. Monnett, 23, 

Marshall, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nPaul S. Strange, 47, Paris, 

was presented with a petition 
to revoke his conditional dis-
charge sentence for a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of a 
firearm without a FOID card 
conviction. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel.
nDustin E. Talbott, 34, Par-

is, was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a sus-
pended license. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel.
nShawn M. Thompson, 36, 

Paris, was charged and plead-
ed not guilty with a jury trial 
demand to a Class A misde-
meanor driving on a suspended 
license. He waived the right to 
be represented by an attorney, 
and the matter was continued 
for a pretrial conference.
nAustin M. White, 19, Paris, 

was charged with a Class A mis-
demeanor illegal consumption 
of alcohol. He told the court 
he will hire an attorney. The 
matter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nJames E. Campbell, 58, 

Paris, entered a negotiated 
guilty plea agreement to a 
Class 2 felony unlawful use 
of property for methamphet-
amine manufacturing and a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine precursors 
charges. In exchange for the 
plea, the state dismissed a Class 
2 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine manufacturing 
materials. He was sentenced 
to 180 days in jail with credit 
for 15 days previously served 
and the remaining 150 days to 
be served as electronic home 
monitoring with work release, 
two years of probation, a $500 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. 
nSaundra D. Johnson, 29, 

Greenup, pleaded guilty to an 
amended Class C misdemean-
or disorderly conduct charge. 
In exchange for the guilty plea, 
the state dismissed a Class A 
misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery charge. She was sentenced 
to one year of conditional dis-
charge, a $300 fine, court costs 
and various state fees. 

In another case, Johnson 
pleaded guilty to a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. She was 
sentenced to one year of con-
ditional discharge to run con-
current with her previous con-
viction, a $300 fine, court costs 
and various state fees.
nConnie J. Stappenbeck, 

52, Hume, entered a negoti-
ated guilty plea to a Class A 
misdemeanor battery charge. 
In exchange for the plea, the 
state dismissed a Class 3 felony 
aggravated battery charge. She 
was sentenced to 120 days in 

See RECORD, Page 5A

COURT
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Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303. E. Wood Street         • Paris, IL 61944         • (217) 465-6311
Thomas D. Carroll, Director Mark T. Anderson, Director
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com Fax (217) 465-6312

www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

“Our family sincerely caring for your family’s needs”
Since 1923

Since 1923

2010 Winner of Chamber of Commerce Small Business Award

Larkfield  Glass

Saturday, May 11th

(217) 251-1987

West from Paris on 133 / North on 
1200E / West 3 miles on 1200N

Live Glass Blowing 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Open House

Enjoy glassblowing and choose a one-of-a-kind 
gift for someone special. We can personalize a 

special gift with engraving or etching.

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

• Competitive 
  Pricing
• Experience
• Quality 
  Work

  Adams Mahogany

Howard Tyler - Sales Manager
SELECT UPRIGHTS ON SALE UNTIL MAY 31

WARREN HORSLEY
MARSHALL – Warren 

Dale Horsley, 66, of Marshall, 
passed away at 9:34 a.m. Sat-

urday, April 
27, 2019, at 
Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

A service 
honoring his 
life was 10 
a.m. Wednes-

day, May 1, at Pearce Funeral 
Home, with Pastors Adam 

Penn and John Cross offici-
ating. Burial was in the South 
Vigo Black Cemetery. Visi-
tation was from 4 to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 30, at the fu-
neral home. It was requested 
those attending dress casually.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the United Meth-
odist Men, Marshall Public 
Library or Antique Power 
Club.   

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

HORSLEY

SHIRLEY WRIGHT
Shirley Ann Wright, 82, of 

Paris, passed away at 5:45 p.m. 
EST Friday, April 26, 2019, at 

Terre Haute 
R e g i o n a l 
H o s p i t a l , 
Terre Haute, 
Ind. She was 
a homemak-
er and had 
also worked 
at Grant’s 

Department Store and in the 
library at Crestwood School. 

A funeral service was 10 
a.m. Thursday, May 2, at Stew-
art and Carroll Funeral Home. 
Burial followed in Grandview 
Cemetery. Visitation was from 
4 to 7 p.m. Wednesday, May 1, 
at the funeral home. Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Auxiliary ser-
vices were 6:30 p.m. during 
the visitation.  

Mrs. Wright was born Nov. 
10, 1936, at Paris, the daugh-
ter of the late Daniel Chester 
Bapp and the late Mary Anna 

Ducommun Bapp Krandall. 
She married Thomas Wood-
ford Wright Aug. 7, 1954, at 
Paris, and he passed away Nov. 
5, 2004.  

She is survived by her 
daughter, Judy Ellen ( J.B.) 
Quinn of Paris; her sisters, 
Sheila Hewitt of Denni-
son and Billie Jean (Chuck) 
Thomas of Paris; grandchil-
dren, Erick Shane Miller and 
his daughter Tristen Elizabeth 
Miller of Redmon and Tracy 
(Vince) Porter and their chil-
dren Will and Owen Porter of 
Paris; and several nieces and 
nephews.

Mrs. Wright attended Red-
mon Christian Church and 
was a member of VFW Post 
3601 Auxiliary for 59 years.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to VFW Post 
3601 Auxiliary or Compas-
sionate Food Ministry.  

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

WRIGHT

JAMES STAUB
HUME – James M. Staub, 

77, of Hume passed away at 
10:45 p.m. Friday, April 26, 
2019, at his home. He was 
a mechanic and worked at 
Mooney Motors for 30 years.

According to his wishes 
cremation rites were accorded 
and there were no services.

Joines Funeral Home, at 
Newman, assisted the family 
with arrangements.

Mr. Staub was born March 
23, 1942, at Marshall, the son 
of Barnard and Gladys Bruner 
Staub. He married Shirley M. 
Lowe July 2, 1981. She sur-
vives.

Also surviving are six 
daughters, Jada M. Staub of 
Ridge Farm, Janina (Fred) 

Conley of Hume, Jackie Savell 
of Florida,  Justine (Doug) 
Williams of Tuscola,  Julie 
(Rich) Thompson of Flori-
da,  Jo-Ellen (Troy) Hafner 
of California; 14 grandchil-
dren; 11 great-grandchildren; 
three brothers, Robert (Cin-
dy) Staub of Alabama,  Fred 
(Ruth) Staub and Gerald 
(Toni) Staub, both of Ridge 
Farm; three sisters, Janice 
Ann ( James) Francis of Ridge 
Farm,  Elizabeth (Zia) Durm-
ni of Chicago and Margaret 
(Lynn) Good of Chrisman. 

He was preceded in death by 
two daughters, Jill Marie Staub 
and Janelle Annette Daily.

Mr. Staub’s hobbies includ-
ed camping, fishing and work-
ing on cars in his garage.

KITTI RICKMAN
Kitti I. Rickman, 73 of Par-

is, passed away at 7:10 p.m. 
Thursday, May 2, 2019, at Car-

le Foundation 
Hospital, Ur-
bana.

All services 
are private. 
Stewart and 
Carroll Fu-
neral Home 
is assisting the 

family with the arrangements.  
More information and on-

line condolences at www.stew-
artandcarrollfuneralhome.com.

RICKMAN

CONNIE RICHARDSON
MARSHALL – Connie T. 

Richardson, 97, of Marshall, 
passed away at 6:50 a.m. Tues-

day, April 30, 
2019, in Har-
rison Cross-
ing, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

A Mass 
of Christian 
Burial was 11 
a.m. Friday, 
May 3, at St. 
Mary’s Cath-
olic Church. 
Burial, with 

military honors, was in the 
Marshall Cemetery. Visitation 
was from 9 a.m. until the Mass 
Friday at the church. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to St. Mary’s Help-
ing Hands at the Marshall St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

RICHARDSON

DANIEL MOHLER
Daniel Otto Mohler, 65, of 

Paris, passed away April 15, 
2019, at IU Health Method-

ist Hospital, 
Indianapolis, 
Ind. He was a 
tool and dye 
maker and 
machinist.

P r i v a t e , 
family grave-
side services 

are at a later date in Edgar 
Cemetery. Visitation was from 
3 to 6 p.m. Tuesday, May 7, at 
Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home.  

Mr. Mohler was born Jan. 

23, 1954, at Paris, the son of the 
late Daniel Allen and Christine 
Cash Mohler.  

Survivors include his sons, 
Matthew Mohler of Terre 
Haute, Ind., Douglas Mohler 
of Carmel, Ind., Brian Mohler 
of Danville, Andrew Mohler 
of Paris, Gary Mohler of Paris, 
and Logan Korte of Paris; two 
brothers, Dennis Mohler of 
Avon, Ind., and David Mohler 
of Chrisman; and five grand-
children; Deep Patel, Jiya 
Mohler, Iriel Mohler, Nick 
Mohler and Haisley Korte.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.stew-
artandcarrollfuneralhome.com.

MOHLER

RUTH LABAUME
Ruth Marie LaBaume, 75, 

of Charleston, and formerly 
of Paris, passed away at 8:12 

p.m. Sunday, 
April 28, 
2019, at Sar-
ah Bush Lin-
coln Hospi-
tal, Mattoon.  

A grave-
side service 
was 2 p.m. 

Friday, May 3, at Edgar Cem-
etery. Visitation was from 
noon until 1:45 p.m. Friday at 
Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home.  

More information and 
online condolences at www.
stewartandcarrollfuneral-
home.com.

LABAUME

RODNEY JEWELL
Rodney “Ronnie” Clark Jew-

ell, 74 of Charleston, passed 
away at 10:10 p.m. Friday, Dec. 

7, 2018 at his 
residence.

A memo-
rial service 
is 2 p.m. Sat-

urday, May 11, in Grandview 
Cemetery.  Stewart and Carroll 
Funeral Home is assisting the 
family with the arrangements. 

A full obituary appeared for 
Mr. Jewell in the Dec. 15, 2018, 
issue of The Prairie Press.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.stew-
artandcarrollfuneralhome.com.

LYNNE HUDDLESTUN
CHARLESTON – Lynne 

Huddlestun, 74, of rural 
Charleston, passed away Fri-

day, April 
26, 2019. He 
was a life-
long trucker, 
driving for 
S i m o n t o n 
W i n d o w s 
and more 
recently for 
Bob Morgan 
T r u c k i n g 
based out of 
Paris.  

A funeral service was 10 
a.m. Wednesday, May 1, at 
Adams Funeral Chapel, with 
Pastor Scott Sims officiating. 
Burial followed in Fairview 
Cemetery east of Kansas and 
was accompanied by military 
rites. Visitation was from 4 to 
7 p.m., Tuesday, April 30, at 
the funeral home with Mason-
ic services conducted at 6:45 
p.m. during the visitation.  

Mr. Huddlestun was born 
Sept. 27, 1944, at Arcola, the 
son of the late Lloyd and Dor-

othy “Dottie” Seaman Hud-
dlestun. He married Pamala 
Ann Wright Sept. 3, 1983, at 
Kansas, and she survives.  

He is also survived by three 
children, Matt (Cherie) Hud-
dlestun and Lynnette Bennett, 
all of Charleston and Dee 
(Bert) Lathrop (Bert) of Ol-
ney; nine grandchildren, Jada, 
Devin, Macie, Clay, Kameron, 
Payton, Brooklyn, Alexa and 
Jase; sister, Judy (August) 
Wilson of rural Charleston; 
and nieces and nephews and 
their families.

Mr. Huddlestun was a 1962 
Charleston High School grad-
uate and an Army veteran.  He 
was a member of Salisbury 
Church, member and Past 
Master of the Hutton Masonic 
Lodge and former member of 
the Kansas American Legion. 

Donations may be made 
to Lincolnland Hospice and 
left at the visitation or service 
or mailed to Adams Funeral 
Chapel.

Online condolences at 
www.adamsfuneralchapel.
com.

HUDDLESTUN

EILEEN BROWN
Eileen Brown, 84, of Paris, 

passed away at 9:07 a.m. Sun-
day, April 28, 2019, at Life’s 
Journey Senior Living.  

A graveside service was 11 
a.m. Wednesday, May 1, at Ed-
gar Cemetery. Per her request, 
no visitation was scheduled. 
Templeton Funeral Home was 
in charge of arrangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to a charity of the do-
nor’s choice.

Additional information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.

CHERYL BROOKS
Cheryl Darlene Brooks, 73, 

of Mattoon, and formerly of 
Paris, passed away at 6:35 a.m. 

Wednesday, 
May 1, 2019, 
at Palm Ter-
race of Mat-
toon. 

All services 
are private. 
Private inter-BROOKS

LOIS SANCHEZ
CASEY – Lois Genivieve 

Sanchez, 86, of Casey, passed 
away at 10 a.m. Wednesday, 

May 1, 2019, 
at her home.   

A funer-
al service is 
noon Mon-
day, May 
6, at Mark-
well Funer-

al Home. Burial follows in 
Washington Street Ceme-
tery. Visitation is from 11 
a.m. until the service time 
Monday at the funeral home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital. 

More information and 
online condolences at 
w w w. m a r k w e l l f u n e r a l -
home.com.  SANCHEZ

LOREN MILLAM SR.
CASEY – Loren Francis 

Neil “Buster” Millam Sr., 60, 
of Casey, passed away at 2 

p.m. Wednes-
day, April 24, 
2019, at Sar-
ah Bush Lin-
coln Health 
Center, Mat-
toon.  

A grave-
side service 

was 1 p.m. Friday, May 10, in 
the Washington Street Cem-
etery, with his uncle the Rev. 
Gene Southard officiating. 
Following the service, fam-
ily and friends convened at 
Brownie's Place, for food, fel-
lowship and sharing of fond 
memories  

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.

MILLAM

KATIE GUFFEY  
CASEY – Kathleen Marie 

“Katie” Yocom Guffey, 44, 
of Casey, passed away Satur-

day April 27, 
2019, at her 
home after a 
courageous 
battle with 
cervical can-
cer.   

A funer-
al service is 

1 p.m. Saturday, May 4, at 
Markwell Funeral Home, 

with Pastor Steve Jenkins 
officiating. Burial follows 
in the Casey Cumberland 
Cemetery. Visitation is from 
11 a.m. until the service 
time Saturday at the funeral 
home.  

Ms. Guffey requested new 
teddy bears be brought to 
the funeral home and do-
nated to children’s hospitals 
after the services.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  

GUFFEY

BILLY BURRIS
CASEY – Billy Ray Bur-

ris, 80, of Casey, passed away 
Thursday, May 2, 2019, at 

Union Hospi-
tal, Terre 
Haute, Ind.   

A funeral 
service is 10 
a.m. Tuesday, 
May 7, at Ca-
sey United 
M e t h o d i s t 
Church, with 
the Revs. 
Gene South-
ard and Gary 

Fairchild officiating. Military 
graveside rites provided by the 
Casey Veterans of Foreign Wars 
and the Martinsville American 
Legion accompany burial in the 
Mt. Olive Kickapoo Cemetery. 
Visitation is from 4 to7 p.m. 
Monday, May 6, at the church.  
Markwell Funeral Home is in 
charge of the arrangements.

Donations may be made to 
the Illinois USA Softball Muse-
um or Casey-Westfield Alumni 
Association.

 More information and on-
line condolences at www.mark-
wellfuneralhome.com.  

BURRIS

ment in Paris Memorial Gar-
dens is at a later date. Temple-
ton Funeral Home of Paris is in 
charge of arrangements. 

Additional information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.
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in jail with 90 days to be 
served as electronic home 
monitoring and the remain-
ing 30 days in jail are subject 
to the court’s discretion, two 
years of probation, restitu-
tion of $832, a $500 fine, 
court costs and various state 
fees. 
nWilliam O.M. Whitley, 

26, Paris, pleaded guilty to a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license. He 
was sentenced to one year of 
conditional discharge, a $400 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. 

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nChristopher L. Asbury, 

38, Paris, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to 
a Class 2 felony delivery of 
methamphetamine, a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia charges. 
He hired an attorney and the 
matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nJody L. Cash, 45, Par-

is, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class A 
misdemeanor battery charge. 
A pretrial conference was 
scheduled.
nEllizzette D. McDonald, 

56, Paris, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing on a suspended license 
charge. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled.

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered 

when  the following individu-
als failed to answer the court 
call: Joseph Wesley Christo-
pher II, 27, Chrisman; Tim-
othy Jones, 50, Marshall; 
Summer D. Perisho, 38, Paris; 
Ashley N. Rhoads, 21, Paris;  
Brandon Wayne Timmer-
man, 40, Paris; Justin M. Tres-
ner, 30, Paris; and Jimmy L. 
Woodyard, 56, Paris.



WASHINGTON — In 2008, 
when Sarah Palin entered the 
stage to debate her fellow vice 

presidential 
candidate, Joe 
Biden, she asked 
him first thing: 
“Hey, can I call 
you Joe?”

It was a charm-
ing moment. In 
Palin’s aw-shucks 
manner, she not 
only neutral-
ized Biden as a 
formidable foe 

but reminded folks watching at 
home that she was just a gal from 
Wasilla, Alaska, who liked to keep 
things simple and personal. It 
may have been the only brilliant 
line to come from the then-gov-
ernor of Alaska that night.

In reality, the reason she asked 
to call him Joe was because 
during debate preparations, ac-
cording to her memoirs, she had 
called him “O’Biden.” Obama, 
O’Biden, get it? 

Finally, her team advised her to 
just-call-him-Joe.

A couple of years later, I asked 
Biden how much he had held 
back during the debate, figuring 
he had been instructed to treat 
her gingerly, to avoid appearing 
the bully or a show off.

He laughed and said, “A lot.”
But the truth is, Biden 

wouldn’t have had to try very 
hard to be generous with Palin. 
Notwithstanding his handling of 
the 1991 interrogation of Anita 
Hill as chairman of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee when she 
testified against Supreme Court 
Justice Clarence Thomas for 
sexual harassment, he is naturally 
kind. 

And, as we’ve recently been 
reminded, affectionate.

Most important, in contrast 

to President Trump, Biden is 
freighted with copious supplies of 
empathy. While his well-known 
personal losses have made him 
a fuller man capable of great 
compassion, Trump seems to 
have been born without the ca-
pacity to feel anything for others 
beyond their utilitarian value. 
Following his annual physical in 
February, the surprise wasn’t that 
he has a strong heart but that he 
has one at all.

The question for Biden, who 
became the 21st Democrat to 
toss his hat in the ring, is whether 
he is tough enough to be presi-
dent. And, given the youthful fer-
vor of the Democratic Party these 
days, is he, at age 76, too old?

I’d never say someone is too 
old for a given job, assuming 
qualifications and good health. 
I might question why anyone 
would want to be president at any 
age, but Biden’s explanation rings 
true. He is viewed by many as 
the candidate most likely to take 
Trump down. To kill him with 
kindness, as it were, as well as 
with experience, knowledge and 
a remarkable personal history.

That Biden isn’t a cauldron of 
raging hormones, or shouting 
slogans of radical change, is likely 
more comforting than not to 
many Americans, including baby 
boomers who aren’t dead yet and 
who tend to vote. Moreover, he’s 
a longtime populist and activist 
for America’s working class, thus 
perfectly positioned to woo back 
some of the almost 40 million 
white working-class Americans 
who voted for Trump.

Unlike Trump and Sen. Bernie 
Sanders -- 72 and 77, respectively 
-- Biden isn’t a grumpy old man. 
He’s got a mega-watt smile and 
doesn’t hide it behind a pout. 
He’s imperfect, yes. But his mal-
aprops and his too-affectionate 

ways are endearing compared 
with the boasts and bloody bom-
bast of The Current Occupant.

Finally, age confers some 
privileges: Joe won’t have to 
chop wood, shoot a gun or 
perform any of the other manly 
stunts male candidates often do, 
presumably to convey strength, 
stamina, virility or whatever. 
Really, hasn’t this gimmick run 
its course? The presidency hardly 
requires that one mount a rough 
steed and spear an antelope 
for din-dins. Besides, we’ve all 
witnessed Biden’s suffering and 
profound grief. He doesn’t have 
to prove a thing.

Come primary season, Biden 
may well be the only Democrat 
for whom Republicans could 
vote and, later, the only one who 
could graciously show Trump 
out. But all factors considered, 
he’s not otherwise the obvious 
candidate. That person is a male 
veteran, a former Navy intel-
ligence officer, who studied at 
Harvard and Oxford as a Rhodes 
Scholar. Well-rounded, in other 
words. At 37, he’s very young, but 
he speaks engagingly in ways that 
wouldn’t strike fear in the elder 
heart.

Pete Buttigieg, who has served 
as mayor of South Bend, Indiana, 
since 2012, is the Barack Obama 
of his generation -- a composite 
of opposites generated by an 
anti-Trump algorithm -- and 
today’s quintessential candidate. 
The country may not yet be ready 
for a gay man and his husband in 
the White House, but Buttigieg 
is in my view the most significant 
voice in the presidential race.

And, hey, you can call him 
Mayor Pete.

(Kathleen Parker is a politically 
conservative-leaning columnist for 
The Washington Post. Email her at 
kparker@washpost.com.)
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New Al-Anon group provides support for those affected by addiction
There is no magic formula that 

enables one to help another stop —
or cut back—on his or her addiction. 
It’s a complex problem, with many 
related issues. 

But family and friends of addicts 
in the Edgar County area now have 
a support system, thanks to the 
establishment of an Al-Anon chapter 
meeting at 6 p.m. each Monday at 
New Beginnings Church, 526 Clay 
Street.

Al-Anon, for those who are not 
familiar with the organization, can 
help families and friends learn how 
to cope with the challenges of some-
one else’s addiction — husband, 
wife, son, daughter, grandchild or 
best friend.

While simple problems may have 
simple solutions, the solution to 
complex problems is more diffi-
cult to explain. Al-Anon simplifies 

a complex problem by suggesting 
a “One Day at a Time” approach, 
which takes things one step at a time. 
At every Al-Anon meeting, those 
attending can hear people explain 
how Al-Anon worked for them. That 
may be the best place to start to learn 
about Al-Anon — One Day at a 
Time.

Al-Anon members come to under-
stand problem addiction as a family 
illness affecting everyone in the fam-
ily. By listening to Al-Anon members 
speak at Al-Anon meetings, those 
attending can hear how they came 
to understand their own role in this 
family illness. This insight put them 
in a better position to play a positive 

role in the family’s future.
It may be those attending these 

meetings can help matters by chang-
ing some personal behaviors that 
make things worse. It may be possi-
ble for one to find a healthier way to 
respond to these challenges. Again, 
there are no easy answers.  But 
Al-Anon meetings offer the oppor-
tunity to learn from the experiences 
of others who have faced similar 
problems.

Living with addiction can be 
stressful and painful for family mem-
bers and loved ones. It can impact 
the stability of a home, the health of 
individuals and the family and even 
finances.

We wish there was not a need for 
groups like Al-Anon — but there is. 
We’re thankful for the caring indi-
viduals who organized this group to 
help and support our local families.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Supporting families

Pritzker: 
Not a good 
time for a  
fed probe

Empathy should be a factor in 2020 race
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The Mueller 
report: No 
collusion
Editors, The Prairie Press:

Well, it’s over.  Robert Mueller has sub-
mitted his report as the Special Counsel, and 
his report shows conclusively that Donald 
Trump did not collude with the Russians to 
win the 2016 election.

This was a bitter blow to those who wanted 
evidence to remove Trump from office, and 
now it seems they want to  (to use a hack-
neyed cliche) move the goalposts in their 
desire to destroy the president.

But for most Americans it is time to move 
on.  Donald Trump won the presidency ac-
cording to the rules, and even then President 
Obama claimed that with the way our voting 
is done, it was impossible to change votes in 
the election.  Those who oppose the presi-
dent now need to do the honorable thing; 
they want him out, vote him out next year.

Whether or not Trump can win re-election 
is subject to much speculation and forecast-
ing, and the political landscape may change 
before election day 2020.  But our nation 
would be better if those who are the resis-
tance, and those who are the NeverTrumpers 
would put aside their partisanship and work 
together for the good of the nation as a whole.  
I do not have any expectations of that hap-
pening, but if anyone has any honor left, that 
would happen.

Mueller and his team of 19 lawyers 
(most of whom were Democrats) spent 22 
months in an intensive investigation of the 
connection between Russia and the Trump 
campaign.  Since that was the purpose of the 
Special Counsel, their conclusion should be 
enough for those opposed to the president. 
Accept the fact that no votes were changed 
because of Russian influence, do the honor-
able thing and work with and support our 
duly elected President, Donald J. Trump.

Russ Witmer
Paris

Annual Stamp Out Hunger 
Drive is set Saturday, May 11
Editor, The Prairie Press:

One week from today, Saturday, May 11, 
2019, postal workers in Paris and other cities 
around the country will be participating in 
the annual Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive. 

It’s a very simple way to help others who, 
for various reasons, don’t have enough to eat. 

See LETTERS, Page 7A

KATHLEEN
PARKER
POLITICS  
AND CULTURE

There’s probably never a 
good time for a news story 
about how a source claims 

you, your 
wife and 
your 
brother-
in-law 
are under 
federal 
investiga-
tion.  But 
when that 
report is 
aired just 
days be-

fore what is likely the most 
consequential five weeks 
of your entire governor-
ship, that’s definitely not 
an opportune moment.

Chicago’s public radio 
station WBEZ reported 
on April 24 that a single 
law enforcement source 
claimed Gov. J.B. Pritkzer, 
his wife, MK, and his 
brother-in-law, Thomas 
Muenster, “are under 
federal criminal investiga-
tion.”

According to the story, 
the federal probe started 
last October and appears 
to be focused on the 
now-infamous toilet scan-
dal.  The Cook County 
Independent Inspector 
General claimed after an 
investigation the removal 
of toilets from an unoccu-
pied mansion next door 
to the governor’s principal 
Chicago residence in an 
apparent attempt to lower 
its property tax bill was 
a scheme to defraud tax-
payers of over $300,000.  
Pritzker himself did not 
appear to be personally 
implicated. 

Interestingly enough, 
WBEZ also pointedly 
mentioned that MK Pritz-
ker’s personal assistant, 
Christine Lovely, has 
retained former federal 
prosecutor Reid Schar 
as her attorney, but the 
article does not claim that 
she is under investigation.  
Lovely and Muenster each 
signed affidavits claiming 
the property in question 
had been uninhabitable 
and vacant since 2012.  
The governor’s office con-
firmed to me that Lovely 
is still MK Pritzker’s 
assistant.

“There are no signs that 
criminal charges are immi-
nent,” the WBEZ article 
claimed. 

RICH
MILLER
CAPITOL  
FAX

See MILLER, Page 7A

Senate Republican lawmakers stood with 
middle-income families during the week, 
voting against a $3.4 billion tax increase as 

Democrats pushed through 
a graduated income tax 
proposal with no protections 
for taxpayers. Proposals also 
emerged during the week 
that sponsors claimed would 
provide property tax relief, 
and repeal the estate tax, but 
upon closer examination, 
these measures were found to 
be part of a political game to 
push through a tax hike.

This proposal to overhaul 
Illinois’ current flat tax for a graduated tax 
system places a costly multi-billion dollar tax 
increase on the doorsteps of taxpayers across 
the state. Contrary to what my Democrat 
colleagues are saying, a graduated tax system 
doesn’t provide long-term, sustainable relief. 
It is a short-term solution that carries a costly 
3.4 billion dollar price tag—which unfortu-
nately will only increase as the majority party 
continues to go unchecked.

When Illinois’ current Constitution was 
written, its crafters chose a flat tax because it 
provided middle-income families with better 
protections from politicians.

According to data from the Tax Foun-
dation, over the last 20 years, states with 
flat taxes have reduced taxes 21 times and 
increased them only four times, two of those 
four increases happening in Illinois. Over the 
same period of time, in states with graduated 
income tax structures, brackets have shifted 
leading to 24 income tax increases.

Just weeks ago, Gov. J.B. Pritzker an-
nounced his proposed rates; however, the 
rates contained in Senate Bill 687, which 
passed out of the Senate this week, have 
already been increased from the Governor’s 
initial proposal. This bait-and-switch is 
exactly what Senate Republicans have been 
warning taxpayers about.

In a May 1 editorial, the Daily Herald ar-
gued that, “On Wednesday, senators demon-
strated that not only is that a legitimate fear 
but they’re willing to do the switching even 
before the bait has been taken.”

SEN. DALE
RIGHTER
FROM THE  
STATEHOUSE

See RIGHTER, Page 7A
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All you have to do is 
place you donation of 
nonperishable food near 
your mailbox where your 
carrier can see it, and it 
will picked up and on its 
way to the Compassionate 
Food Pantry before the 
day is over. 

If you live on a rural 
route, it would be helpful 
if you hang your donation 
from the mailbox so the 
carrier doesn’t have to 
dismount so often. 

Folks that receive their 
mail at a post office box 
in the lobby may leave 
their donations in the cart 
labeled for that purpose or 
at the window. It’s almost 
too easy and yet it helps 
so many folks here in our 
community.

At the end of each 
year’s drive, I call the 
branch office in northern 
Illinois with the number 
of pounds we collected. 
Some years we pick up 
quite a bit of macaroni 

MILLER
FROM PAGE 6A

Indeed, the former Cook 
County assessor, who re-
duced the Pritzkers’ property 
tax bill, and the reformer who 
defeated him last year, both 
told the Chicago Tribune 
they were unaware of any 
federal investigation, which 
seems a bit odd.

And I sent a Freedom of 
Information Act request to 
the county inspector general 
last week asking for copies 
of any federal subpoenas 
relating to the issue and was 
told, six months after the 
federal investigation suppos-
edly started, they had no such 
documents. 

As we all have seen over 
the years, federal investiga-
tions can take lots of time 
and sometimes only result in 
the reputational damage of 
being investigated.  The feds 
have high conviction rates, 
but that’s partly because they 
carefully choose whom to 
indict.

Setting aside the potential 
(if any) legal consequences, 
this story could obvious-
ly damage the governor’s 

ambitious spring legislative 
agenda.  Republicans will 
have a new rallying cry to 
oppose his plans.  Pritzker 
is counting on bipartisan 
agreements on a capital bill 
and on legalization of both 
recreational cannabis and 
sports betting. 

The governor also needs 
every single Democrat he can 
get on his graduated income 
tax proposal, but some Dem-
ocrats could become even 
more skittish than they al-
ready are about standing with 
him on votes that could hurt 
their re-election chances.  

The piling-on began 
almost immediately.  Ideas 
Illinois, the dark money 
group formed to oppose 
Pritzker’s graduated income 
tax plan, released a statement 
the morning the story was 
broadcast which read in part: 
“Governor Pritzker should 
immediately abandon his 
push for this massive Jobs 
Tax on middle class fami-
lies because he can’t expect 
people to pay more when he 
is reportedly under criminal 
investigation for gaming the 
system to pay less.” 

But, really, it’s just too early 

to tell what will happen to his 
overall agenda.  Legislative 
leaders are usually not quick 
to make up their minds about 
how to deal with these sorts 
of things.  It could all depend 
on how Pritzker reacts in the 
coming days.  So far, they’re 
issuing the standard state-
ment about how they haven’t 
been contacted about any 
investigation.  

Pritzker repeated his line 
from the campaign that all 
rules were followed.

Even so, all this has to 
be making the governor’s 
people sick to the very pits 
of their stomachs right now.  
Everything, and I do mean 
everything, is riding on what 
happens in the General As-
sembly during May.  Signifi-
cant failure would devastate 
not only Pritzker’s budget, 
but the other big things 
Pritzker wants to accomplish 
as governor. 

Nothing like a little drama 
to spice things up, I suppose.   

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)

RIGHTER
FROM PAGE 6A

The broader point, the 
paper noted, “is that the rates 
already are being changed to 
bring in more revenue, mak-
ing lawmakers appear all but 
indifferent to the fears and 
misgivings of taxpayers.”

The proposal now heads to 
the Illinois House of Repre-
sentatives for consideration.

 During the week, Dem-
ocrat lawmakers introduced 
measures they claimed would 
provide property tax relief and 
repeal the estate tax. While 
their rhetoric would lead 
constituents to believe these 
proposals would move the 
needle on these critical issues, 
a closer look shows that they 
are little more than smoke and 
mirrors – part of a political 
game to push through a $3.4 
billion tax hike.

Republicans argued if 
Democrats were serious about 
repealing the estate tax, they 
could put their support behind 

Leader Bill Brady’s Senate Bill 
1727, a measure introduced 
in February that is nearly 
identical their own proposal – 
except that it’s not tied to the 
implementation of a graduated 
income tax. The estate tax was 
previously repealed on Jan. 1, 
2010, only to be reinstated a 
year later on Jan. 1, 2011.

Meaningful property tax 
relief has long been a prior-
ity for Senate Republican 
lawmakers. During debate, 
Republican Senators noted 
the Democrat proposal that 
emerged this week, which is 
also tied to the implementa-
tion of a graduated income 
tax, is not real relief.

Senate Bill 690 would 
provide for tax relief only if 
a series of stringent require-
ments are met – a situation 
that would be so unlikely 
to occur the proposal is not 
likely to result in any property 
tax relief. Not only does the 
bill only apply to school 
districts, it also does nothing 
to prevent municipalities 

and other local entities from 
raising rates.

As people throughout 
Illinois get their property tax 
bills this month and see that 
this year’s bill is higher than 
last year’s bill, this legislation 
would do nothing to stop that 
trend from continuing.

Instead of playing political 
games with taxpayers’ pocket-
books, Senate Republicans are 
urging their colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle to come 
to the table to negotiate real 
reforms that will put money 
back in the pockets of Illinois 
families. 

 The 2019 Illinois Police 
Officers Memorial Ceremony 
was held May 2 in Springfield. 
This annual ceremony honors 
the brave men and women 
who have given their lives in 
the performance of their duty.

 (Senator Dale Righter 
(R-Mattoon) represents the 
55th District in the Illinois 
Senate. Part of his district in-
cludes Kansas and Grandview 
townships in Edgar County.)

and cheese and lighter food 
items and other years we are 
blessed with an abundance 
of canned goods. That makes 
the number I report fluc-
tuate from year to year, but 
that’s not a real problem. All 
donations are needed and 
certainly appreciated.

The donations that make 
the biggest impact for the 
food pantry are monetary 
donations. With their buying 
power, they are able to stretch 
a dollar farther than most 
of us. Thanks to a few very 
generous monetary dona-
tions last year, were able to 
deliver the equivalent of over 

7,000 pounds of food to the 
Compassionate Food Pantry. 

That may seem like a tiny 
amount compared to the 
over 71 million pounds that 
were collected nationwide 
last year, but it was one of 
our better years, and, like all 
other donations, it went to a 
local pantry and helped peo-
ple served by that pantry.

Please help make our drive 
on May 11 another success. 
The small amount of time it 
takes to donate makes a big 
impact in your community.

Thank you.
Greg Alexander

Local Coordinator

A&R Service and Supply

Full service contractor, kitchen & bath 
remodels, electrical, plumbing, security 

cams, security systems, computers, Wi-Fi 
help upgrades, painting, fencing, floor 

leveling, basement waterproofing

           “Anything from the Roof to the Sewer”
PARIS, ILLINOIS

32 Years Experience - Many references

217-251-8354 
Sam Roberts
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Halvorson said some of the 
store’s employees have an op-
portunity to transfer to oth-
er Kroger stores. Severance 
packages, based on longevity, 
will be provided to the re-
mainder.

Paris Mayor Craig Smith 
expressed his disappointment 
at the Kroger corporate de-
cision but emphasized city 
officials have already been in 
contact with other traditional 
grocery stores about coming 
to Paris.

The property housing the 
Kroger store is owned by RP 
Lumber, Smith said. The may-
or described the person in 
charge of renting RP-owned 
property as very aggressive.

“We will work to fill that 
space with another grocery 
store,” Smith said. 

He has discussed the situ-
ation with other city council 
members about moving for-
ward.

Kroger has been an institu-
tion in Paris for many years. 
While many Paris residents 
only remember the East Jas-
per Street location, others 
recall the store was located 
on Sheriff Street — now the 
home of Dimond Bros. Insur-
ance and Frisse and Brewster 
attorneys. Prior to the Sheriff 
Street location, the store was 
located on South Main Street.

An exact date for the clos-
ing was not provided, only 
that it will occur within 30 
days.

Loyal Kroger shoppers in 
Paris and the surrounding 

area are expressing their dis-
pleasure and disappointment 
with the corporate decision 
to close the local store. The 
closing leaves only one tradi-
tional grocery store — Sav-
A-Lot — as well as the local 
Wal-Mart.

Other grocery stores in 
Paris that previously operated 
but closed include Bridwell’s 
Supermarket, IGA, Curl’s 
Grocery and Grab-It-Here.

Several local residents have 
called and emailed Kroger 
to voice their displeasure. 
Among them is Cheryl Red-
mon of Paris, who shared her 
conversation. 

“I called Kroger Corporate, 
they listened to my concerns 
and took notes of what I said,” 
Redmon noted. “The gentle-
man indicated he would for-
ward them. He also said the 
more calls they get, the more 
red flags it raises, then the 
more they are apt to look into 
the situation.”

A Facebook page has also 
been created to collect com-
ments about keeping the store 
in Paris. The unidentified page 
administrator said she plans 
to send all the comments left 
on the page to the company’s 
corporate email. As of Friday 
evening, more than 90 com-
ments have been received.

Among the comments:

Michelle Anne Griffin: 
“Kroger is not only a commu-
nity icon. It’s a great place to 
shop. The customer service is 
above and beyond expected. 
The meats and veggies are 
fresh. The selection covers 
hard to find items not found 

KROGER
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Shiloh graduate herself, 
encourages everyone to attend 
the rededication. She along 
with a committee of Saddoris, 
Jenni Weber-Hall, Julia 
McGinness North and Jayme 
Lewsader Dillon, all Shiloh 
alumni, have been organizing 
and collecting information 
to preserve the history and 
story of the school. All those 
attending can look forward to 
a glimpse of the past and enjoy 
time reminiscing with former 
staff and classmates.

When Shiloh opened in 
1969 it meant the closing of 
Brocton High School, Red-
mon Grade School, Hume 
Grade School and Young 
America High School. Many 
citizens, especially those liv-
ing south of the Horace Road, 
took some time to adjust to 
the new school, according to 
Harbaugh. Apparently some 
people from the south be-
lieved the central location at 
the Horace-Brocton Road and 
Shiloh Road intersection was a 
better choice for the school. 

Harbaugh said it takes a 
number of years for residents 
to adjust when schools are 
closed and a new one is built 
because everyone has to give 
up something. In the case of 
Shiloh, everyone gave up the 
opportunity for students to 
walk to school as the building 
is located a good mile from 
the closest town of Hume and 
there are no sidewalks provid-
ing a safe walking path along 
U.S. Route 36 or the busy Shi-
loh Road.  All students ride the 
bus, are transported by parents 
or drive themselves to attend 
Shiloh. None of the school col-
ors from the old schools were 

kept and Shiloh adopted the 
blue and gold color scheme, by 
a consensus of students in all 
four of the high school classes. 
The name selected for the ath-
letic teams was the Raiders.

Shiloh did another consol-
idation in 1994 when it com-
bined with Newman and Mur-
dock. Again it took some time 
to adjust to changes especially 
where sports teams and mas-
cots are concerned. In recent 
years Shiloh sports combined 
again with Kansas and Oak-
land to form the Tri-County 
Titans and a new color scheme. 

The building sits on 40 acres 
and has a capacity of 700 pu-
pils. The contractor who built 
the school was Ore W. Vack-
etta, of Danville, and the total 
cost was $1,459,684. This in-
cluded everything from land 
and easements to electrical, 
plumbing, architect fees, legal 
fees, special equipment, as well 
as general construction. The ar-
chitect, Lee Gatewood, includ-
ed a 2,800 square feet tornado 
cellar in his design. 

School administrators now 
are concerned with keeping 
doors locked and limit access 
only through a secure entry 
due to the increased violence 
in recent years. Back in 1969, 
residents were more con-
cerned about having a tornado 
cellar accessible for a school on 
the flat prairie and located in 
what sometimes is referred to 
as tornado alley. 

Visitors to the present day 
Shiloh will see an up to date 
school in the area of technolo-
gy. John Pierce, former teacher, 
principal and technology di-
rector was the original driving 
force behind bringing technol-
ogy to Shiloh students. Pierce 
spent his entire teaching career 
at Shiloh beginning as a first-

year teacher when the school 
opened in the fall of 1968. He 
taught Latin, chemistry and 
English and recalled he could 
not conduct experiments in 
chemistry because the lab was 
not ready at the beginning of 
school. Pierce said his teaching 
philosophy was to expect 110 
percent from students and they 
will live up to it. 

He plans to attend the Shiloh 
celebration and hopes to see 
some of his former students. 
Phyllis Stone, another retired 
Shiloh teacher, and a Class 
of 1974 Shiloh graduate also 
plans to attend. Stone said she 
lived and breathed Shiloh for 
46 of the 50 years it has been 
in existence. She was pleased 
about the 1 percent sales tax, 
which she worked diligently to 
get passed, and believes it has 
made a huge difference in keep-
ing Shiloh alive and up to date.

According to Stone, who 
substitutes often in the ele-
mentary, Shiloh was a great 
place to teach because the 
community cares and pulls 
together to make their small 
school survive. She said there 
are currently nine teachers on 
the staff that are Shiloh gradu-
ates and asks, “If it were not a 
good place to teach why would 
you want to come back?”

Julia North, Shiloh business 
teacher and a 1995 Shiloh grad-
uate began her teaching career 
at Shiloh in 2018, said she is 
doing what she loves. She gets 
great joy out of working with 
students, especially in the areas 
of business technology. North 
likes the idea of being a lifelong 
learner and will take classes this 
summer to qualify for doing 
the co-op program at Shiloh. 

Shiloh graduate Jenni We-
ber-Hall is the elementary sec-
retary and she likes the idea of 

knowing everyone. She even 
knew the name of the student 
who has the longest bus ride, 
which is about an hour. We-
ber-Hall said people look out 
for one another, a feeling that 
is not always possible in large 
districts. 

Jayme Dillon, another Shi-
loh graduate is a custodian at 
the school, and describes Shi-
loh as family. 

Harbaugh commented it 
is hard to predict what Shiloh 
will be like in the next 50 years. 
She did not foresee working at 
Shiloh when she first became 
a student there in the fourth 
grade or later when she grad-
uated high school. She repeat-
ed what others said about the  
building but that alone is not a 
predictor of the future. 

One of Harbaugh’s educa-
tional concerns is the chang-
ing socialization aspect with 
in-person communication 
being replaced by electronic 
devices and when this hap-
pens there is no filter as far as 
what one might say. She said 
students can become mean 
spirited without that filter of 
personal communication.   

Hall said it won’t be build-
ing conditions or financial 
considerations that may even-
tually close, or consolidate the 
school. Financially, the Shiloh 
School District is strong, and 
he said it will grow even stron-
ger if the proposed wind farm 
gets built in the Douglas Coun-
ty part of the district.

The bigger concern for Hall 
and other rural educators is de-
clining enrollment and a grow-
ing teacher shortage. As the 
student population shrinks, it 
becomes more difficult to offer 
a variety of elective classes at 
the high school level and that 
will eventually have an impact 

on even the basic classes if 
there are not enough students 
to justify the expense

Hall said Illinois is facing a 
teacher shortage now. Some 
areas like math, science and 
foreign language are already 
facing an acute shortage, which 
is spreading into other subject 
areas. Fewer students entering 
college are considering a ca-
reer in education and Illinois 
colleges and universities are 
graduating between 50 and 75 
percent fewer teacher candi-
dates than just a few years ago.

Much has changed since the 
first students walked through 
the doors at Shiloh. 

According to Connie Kra-
bel of the class of 1969, it was 
a year of coming together to 
build a new school spirit and 
student body. Just like the 
building, which still needed 

a few things completed when 
students arrived, it took time. 

Krabel recalled the chemis-
try lab and home economics 
labs were unfinished when 
school started. Also the heating 
system was not finished and 
girls were allowed to wear dress 
slacks, not jeans, to school the 
first time when temperatures 
dropped. 

She said about halfway 
through the first year the 
students from the different 
schools started to gel and when 
the 47 students walked across 
the stage May 29, 1969, they 
were together as Shiloh gradu-
ates. The 2019 class has 24 stu-
dents who will walk across the 
same stage May 10 to receive 
diplomas.    

Shiloh school continues to 
develop life-long learners and 
responsible citizens.

50 YEARS
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amount today with a side-
by-side ride. Early registra-
tion indicates a large num-
ber of people are planning 
to participate. Knight added, 
“It’s going to be the largest 
ride I’ve ever been part of.”

Even though many are 
signed up, there is still room 
for anybody wanting to 
bring an ATV to Chrisman 
and participate. The fee is 
$20 per rider. Raffles for a 

variety of items are also part 
of the fundraising event.

The side-by-side ride lo-
cation is the Brown Barn, 
21731 E 1850th Road, 
Chrisman. The site is in 
Brouilletts Creek Township. 
Registration begins at 11 
a.m. and the ride starts at 1 
p.m.

Knight said one of the 
most frustrating parts of the 
child’s ordeal is Indiana did 
not require screening for the 
disease even though the test-
costs less than $4 to adminis-

BRYCE
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meeting schedule for the re-
mainder of this fiscal year and 
next. He suggested keeping 
the meetings on the second 
Monday of the month, which 
has been the board’s practice 
for decades.

Craig said that is a problem 
for him because the Edgar 
Township Board also meets 
on the second Monday, and 
he is the township road com-
missioner. A brief discussion 
revealed other board mem-

bers are conflicted with times 
other than the second Mon-
day. Acklin promised to look 
for a workable alternative and 
Craig said he will talk with the 
township supervisors about 
moving that meeting. 

During discussion, Chaney 
asked about any progress on 
a plan by Novel Energy Solu-
tions to enroll the school dis-
trict in a Community Solar 
Garden Program with a prom-
ise of cutting the electric bill 
in half. 

“I’m still gathering informa-
tion,” said Acklin. “I know of 

been working with a struc-
tural engineer who recom-
mended everything should 
be sent to the school’s archi-
tect. Rhode had provided a 
schematic of how the air-con-
ditioning units should be in-
stalled.

Hall asked if the board was 
open to entertaining the idea, 
noting the timeline might not 
make installation possible by 
the beginning of the school 
year. Hall said the architect 
would take four weeks to 
complete the drawings and 
specifications, four weeks to 
advertise for bids and four to 
eight weeks for the units to 
be delivered. “That puts it the 
first two weeks in August,” 
Hall said.

Board members ques-
tioned if four weeks were 
necessary to advertise for 
bids. Rhode suggested spe-
cial board meetings might be 
needed to move the project 
along.

Hall explained even if the 

board rejects all the bids on 
the project, the district would 
still owe the architect money 
based on the hours the firm 
worked on the project. If a bid 
is accepted, the district pays 
the architect a percentage of 
the bid.

Smith said he is in favor of 
adding the air conditioning to 
the school gym. “It just makes 
our school more desirable,” he 
observed. 

Hall also provided an up-
date on the home economics 
room project. He said he has 
talked to four different com-
panies. Schrock Cabinets in 
Arthur offered installation at 
a cost of $6,500 and board 
members agreed that is the 
way to go.

The project includes re-
placement of all of the cabi-
nets in the home economics 
lab and reducing the num-
ber of kitchen areas from 
six to five. The board agreed 
the countertops should be 
quartz with the sinks at 
each of the stations to be 
included. The total cost of 
the project is $66,000, Hall 
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said. The stoves must 
be replaced, he said, but 
the rest of the appliances 
should be fine.

In other business, the 
board heard a brief re-
port from Shiloh princi-
pal Beth Harbaugh con-
cerning the possibility of 
sending some students to 
the Alternative Learning 
Opportunities Program 
(ALOP) being offered by 
Paris Union School Dis-
trict 95.

Harbaugh noted there 
is at least one student who 
is a candidate for the pro-
gram and perhaps others.

Board secretary Renee 
Henry noted the Paris 
ALOP program has been 
extremely successful with 
several students earning 
their high school diplomas 
since it was created in Jan-
uary.

The board also approved 
a plan to allow three stu-
dents and one teacher to 
attend the FCCLA nation-
al convention in Anaheim, 
Calif., in June and July. 

Special to The Prairie Press
This message greets Shiloh students every day when they enter 
through the main door.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Chrisman school board members read the oath of office during 
the Unit 6 reorganization meeting Tuesday, April 30. Left to 
right, are Cory Chaney, Karen Webster and Darin Craig. Chaney 
and Webster were re-elected and Craig is a new board member 
having been elected for the first time in the April election.

another company that wants 
to make a presentation.”

As presented by Novel, 
participation in a solar garden 
does not require any expense 
by the district for equipment. 

Board member Jim Ingram 
again encouraged taking a se-
rious look at the school dis-
trict installing its own solar 
array, either on the ground 
or roofs of buildings. He ac-
knowledged this approach 
requires a capital expenditure 
to purchase and install the 
collectors, batteries, inverters 
and other components of a 
solar system, but also noted 
federal government incentives 
can cover approximately half 
the cost.

Ingram added carbon credit 
payments made to the district 
can quickly provide the pay-
back on the remainder of the 
cost as does a continued sav-
ings on electric bills because 
the buildings are generating 
electricity instead of consum-
ing it from a utility.

More information about a 
district owned solar array will 
be on the agenda for the May 
meeting. 

in that big store down the 
road. Please save our Kroger.”
Susan Barnes: “I do the 

majority of my grocery shop-
ping at our Kroger. There are 
several products that I buy 
mainly because I prefer the 
Kroger brand. We need our 
Kroger store to continue to 
serve the people in our area. 
So many great people depend 
on those jobs, too. Please stay 
open.”
Kenneth McIlwain: 

“Please save Paris Kroger 
instead of giving your CEO 
a raise. What’s one person 
compared to a community? 
Hear our voice. You want to 
make people jobless? Do you 
want people to spend money 
at your competitors store(s)? 
Save our store.”

McIlwain’s comment refers 
to a story that broke the same 
day the announcement was 
made about the Paris store 
closing. 

The headline is “Kroger Co. 
beefs up bonuses for high-
est-paid bosses CEO made 
483 times Kroger's 'median' 
worker.”

The bonus pool was extra 
deep at The Kroger Co. this 
year, as the company’s high-
est-paid bosses divvied up 
$7.5 million in cash awards 
for a strong performance on 
adjusted earnings per share. 
The incentive payments cre-
ated double-digit increases in 
overall compensation for the 
four highest-paid executives 
at Kroger, whose pay details 
were disclosed in a filing 
with the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission this 
week.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

As part of an outreach 
program, the Paris Center 
of Fine Arts is laying the 
groundwork for a children’s 
art fair later this year.

Kristin Chittick, PCOFA 
manager, attended the Paris 
Park Board meeting Tues-
day, April 30, seeking ini-
tial permission to use Twin 
Lakes Park for the event. She 
explained the art fair is an 
effort to help promote one 
of the shows coming to the 
theater during the next per-
formance season.

“We wanted to get the 
younger community excited 
about this event,” said lo-
cal artist Millie Arp, who is 
helping Chittick plan the art 

fair.
Arp said the proposed 

event will use kid friendly 
and environmentally safe 
material. Some activities she 
proposed include sidewalk 
chalk drawing, throwing 
darts at paint filled balloons 
and having a variety of sta-
tions to work on projects like 
T-shirt decorating.

According to Chittick, the 
immediate goal is determin-
ing if the park board is OK 
with such an event and se-
curing the space. She has ap-
plied for a grant to fund the 
art fair but won’t know until 
June if the money is award-
ed. It is uncertain what will 
happen to the art fair idea if 
the grant is denied.

Park board members sup-
ported the idea

“I think it’s exciting. When 
I was younger they did art in 
the park,” said Jodi Theirl.

Fellow board member Me-

Kids’ art fair in development
linda Young agreed.

“Don’t cancel this if 
you don’t get the grant,” 
said Young, adding oth-
er funding help may be 
available. “It’s too good of 
an idea to let go by.”

Chris Redman, super-
visor of streets, alleys and 
parks, told the board that 
mowing is underway on 
all city properties. In addi-
tion, city workers cleaned 
the miniature golf course 
in advance of volunteers 
from the PEO beautify-
ing the space with pots of 
flowers. 

Redman is also seeking 
bids to put metal roofs on 
some more park buildings 
and city workers had a 
challenge with vandalism 
to the metal slide in Syl-
van Park.

“For some reason, 
somebody painted it 
green,” said Redman. 

ter. Thanks to the Clausen 
family with support from 
the Indianapolis Colts, 
Indianapolis Mayor Joe 
Hogsett and a campaign 
by Indianapolis media 
sources, all Hoosier chil-
dren will get screened for 
Krabbe Disease and some 
other genetic diseases at 
birth. 

“His (Bryce Clausen) 
legacy will be engraved 
in the bill but also in the 
room at Peyton Manning 
Hospital,” said Knight.

Paris Center of Fine 
Arts hopes to host 
event this summer
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CHARLESTON — The streak is 
over.

After the thrilling win over Newton, 
the Lady Tigers faced off with anoth-
er tough opponent — the Charleston 
Lady Trojans. In a late season matchup 
between the two teams with the most 
wins in IHSA Class 3A softball, the 
game lived up to the billing. Unfor-
tunately, the Lady Tiger softball team 
fell to the Lady Trojans by the score of 
3-2.

The numbers that these two teams 
have put up this season are eerily sim-
ilar. 

Charleston entered the game with 
a 22-1 record, the Lady Tigers came 
in with a 23-1 mark. The lone loss 
for each school came against teams 
in lower classes. Paris averages 10.32 
runs per game, Charleston 10.75. The 
Lady Tigers allow 2.12 runs per game 
while the Trojans give up 2.66.

Paris struck first in the top of the 
second inning when Kendall Mathews 
crushed the second pitch of her at-bat 
over the centerfield fence to give the 
Lady Tigers a 1-0 lead. Charleston 
added a solo home run of their own 
in the bottom of the second to tie it at 
1-1.

The home half of the fourth inning 
began innocently enough with a fly 
out, a walk and a strikeout. With two 
outs, the Lady Trojans scored the go-
ahead run without the ball ever be-
ing put into play. A stolen base and a 
passed ball allowed the Trojan base-
runner to score all the way from sec-
ond base. 

Paris tied things up in the top of 
the sixth inning as Whitney Todd 
launched the second solo home run of 
the game for the Tigers to knot things 
up at 2-2.

The Lady Tigers hoped to score in 
the top of the seventh as Karley Moore 
and Kaitlyn Mathews led off with 
walks. Following a fielder’s choice, a 
caught stealing and a groundout, the 
threat was thwarted. 

On the second pitch to the leadoff 
hitter for Charleston in the bottom of 
the seventh, Dee Campbell hit a walk-
off home run to give the Trojans the 
win.

Todd and Kendall Mathews led the 
Tigers as each clubbed a solo home 
run. Kaitlyn Mathews continued her 
torrid offensive season with a pair of 
singles. Aubrey Sanders, Kelsie Dosch 
and Sydney Fox each had a single to 
round out the Tiger offense. 

Karley Moore went the distance for 
Paris and suffered her first loss of the 
season against 10 wins. She allowed 
three runs — two earned — on six 
hits. She walked one and struck out 
two.

The good news for the Tigers is the 
possibility of a rematch with the Lady 
Trojans in the post-season as both 
teams are in the same sub-sectional. 
Seedings will be announced Tuesday, 

May 7 and available on the Prairie 
Press Facebook page as soon as they 
are posted by the IHSA.

PARIS 5, NEWTON 4
NEWTON — The matchup be-

tween the Paris Lady Tigers and the 
Newton Lady Eagles Monday, April 
29,  will likely decide the Little Illini 
Conference champion this season.

In a matchup between two unde-
feated teams in conference play, the 
game did not disappoint as Paris 
scored in the top of the seventh inning 
to capture the 5-4 victory over New-
ton.

The Lady Tigers now sit alone atop 
the LIC standings with a perfect 6-0 
mark. The victory pushed their win-
ning streak to 19 games. 

As has been the case most of the 

season, the Lady Tigers grabbed the 
early lead, pushing three runs across 
in the top of the first inning. Kaitlyn 
Mathews was hit by a pitch on the first 
offering of the game before Aubrey 
Sanders and Sydney Fox were walked 
to load the bases. Mathews stole home 
on the first pitch of Katrina Strow’s at-
bat for the first run of the game. Whit-
ney Todd then came through with a 
double to bring in two more runs.

Paris added a run in the second in-
ning to extend the lead until Newton 
scored three in the home half of the 
fourth inning to tie the score at 4-4.

Fox singled with one out in the sev-
enth inning and was lifted for pinch 
runner Carlei Sapp. On the second 
pitch, Sapp swiped second base with-
out a throw, then advanced to third 
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Tiger 
track 
takes LIC
honors
BY DAN DUNDAS
dandundas86@gmail.com

NEWTON — The 
Paris boys and girls teams 
finished in the top half of 
the Little Illini Conference 
Meet. 

Olney took the boys top 
finish with 176 points, fol-
lowed by Robinson with 
87, Casey with 71 and the 
Tigers with 70. The next 
closest team was Red Hill 
with 54. Robinson led all 
girls’ teams at 115, Olney 
with 113, and Newton in 
a tight finish at 112. Casey 
had 57, then Paris in with 
49. 

The girls had two relay 
finishes of third place in the 
4x200 at 2:00.65 and fifth 
in the 4x800 at 11:43.70. 
The only other race times 
they gained were in the 
high hurdles, with Payton 
Block getting fifth in the 
110 meter at 18.24, and 
Grace Joseph getting sixth 
at the 300 meter at 56.74. 

The girls had two first 
place finishes in the field 
events. 

For the second year in 
a row, sophomore Emma 
Pinkston won fthe discus 
with a 108’3” throw. Sarah 
Wells and Payton Block 
tied for first with a pole 
vault of 8’6” each. Kaelyn 
Ball was sixth in the shot-
put with a 28’8.5” throw, 
and Karrington Krabel had 
a second place high jump 
of 4’10”. 

Outside of the full team 
performance, the top fin-
ishers for the boys were 
Caleb Mullenix who fin-
ished first in the 110 High 
Hurdles, and first in the 
300 Hurdles with times of 
15.73 and 43.21. 

“Caleb’s been dominat-
ing the competition all 
year, but hadn’t beaten the 
Robinson hurdler, until the 
LIC Championship meet,” 
noted Paris Head Coach 
Jordan Stallings. 

Additionally, the 4x200 
Relay team finished a 
great race overtaking the 
Newton 4x200 team in 
the last 100 meters of the 
race.  The team, comprised 
of Gage Comstock, Coy 
Landrum, Garrett King 
and Colby Kindred set a 
new PR while running the 
event at 1:35. Other relay 
finishes were 5th in the 
4x400 at 3:42.03 and 4th in 
the 4x800 at 9:40.56. Coy 
Landrum was able to place 
third in the 200 meter dash 
at 29.03 and fifth in he 100 
meter at 11.95. 

Caleb Mullenix also had 
a third place finish in the 
shot put with a 41’2” throw, 
and Cooper Block was 
sixth at 37’9”. Paris also got 
third in the long jump from 
Dustin Creech at 19’5.25”. 
Creech also placed 5th in 
the triple jump at 37’0.5”, 
while Colby Kindred was 
third at 37’2”. The rest were 
sixth place finishes, still 
gaining the Tigers points. 
Logan Bartley’s discus 
throw went 102’ 9.5”, Kin-
dred had an 11’0” Pole 
vault, and Jeff Bennett got 
a 5’4” high jump. 

PARIS TRACK TEAMS RUN 
AWAY WITH OPEN WINS

The Paris track team 
hosted the Paris Open at 

See PHS TRACK, Page 10A

Paris baseball lights it up
Tigers find their offense punding Newton 10-0, Oakwood 4-2; Pitching finds its groove 
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

NEWTON — The Paris 
Tigers road the arm of Brock 
Minor to a one-sided 10-0 
victory over Little Illini Con-
ference foe Newton 10-0 
Monday, April 29.

The game marked the 
team’s final conference road 
game of the season. The victo-
ry lifted the Tigers’ record to 
14-12 overall, and 4-2 in the 
Little Illini Conference. 

Paris scored in every in-
ning but the first in Monday’s 
game. The Tigers scored three 
in the second, four in the third 
and single runs in the fourth, 
fifth and sixth innings.

In his second consecutive 

plate appearance — following 
his walk off homer on Satur-
day — against Oakwood — 
JT Johnson pounded a solo 
home run to start the scoring 
for the Tigers in the second 
inning. Garrett King followed 
that roundtripper with a sin-
gle before Bryan Kohlmeyer 
was hit by a pitch to put two 
Tigers on base with one out. 
Mason Hutchings came up 
with a clutch, two-out dou-
ble off the center field fence 
to bring in a pair of runs and 
make the score 3-0 in favor of 
the Tigers.

The third inning provided 
some fireworks as well as Ca-
leb Gates was hit by a pitch 
to lead off, then Brock Minor 

and Blayne Roberts had sin-
gles to load the bases. King 
jumped on the first pitch that 
he saw and launched it over 
the left field fence for a grand 
slam home run to give the Ti-
gers a commanding 7-0 lead. 

Those runs would be all 
of the offense Minor would 
need as the junior hurler 
needed just 87 pitches in the 
complete game shutout. He 
scattered six hits, walked one 
and struck out seven to im-
prove to 3-2 on the season 
and 2-0 in LIC action. 

Paris had six players with 
at least two hits on the day, 
totaling 14 hits in all. King led 
the way with his grand slam, 
two singles and five RBIs. Mi-

nor and Hutchings each had 
a double and a single, with 
Hutchings driving in two. 
Johnson had a solo home run 
and a single. Gates and Rob-
erts each had a pair of singles, 
and Mitchell Worrell added a 
base hit. 

PARIS 4, OAKWOOD 2
After being defeated by 

walk-off scores five times this 
season, the Paris Tiger base-
ball team turned the tables 
on Oakwood Saturday after-
noon, April 27, at PHS base-
ball field.

With the score tied at 2-2 
in the bottom of the 11th in-
ning, JT Johnson launched 
the second pitch of his at-bat 

over the left field fence to give 
the Tigers a 4-2 victory. 

Paris fell behind 2-0 in the 
top of the first inning as two 
unearned runs crossed the 
plate with two outs. Oakwood 
would not score again, and 
went down in order in five of 
the next 10 innings. The Ti-
gers scratched out a run in the 
bottom of the third inning as 
Bryan Kohlmeyer led off with 
a double. Mason Hutchings 
beat out an infield single to 
put runners at first and second 
with nobody out. A one-out 
walk to Caleb Gates loaded 
the bases before Brock Mi-
nor lifted a fly ball to left field 
to score Kohlmeyer with the 

See TIGERS, Page 10A

TCT 
track
 finishes 
in 4th 
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

TUSCOLA —The 
Tri-County track teams 
took on several oppo-
nents this past week at the 
2019 Tuscola Open. The 
groups looked to build 
confidence heading into 
the final month of the reg-
ular season before the push 
towards the IHSA State 
Track Finals in Charleston.

In the boys meet, the 
Titans placed fourth with 
62 points.  Ramsey Hunt 
had a strong meet, winning 
both the triple jump (44’, 
9.5”, a new school record) 
and high jump (5’, 10”) 
while taking second in the 
300 meter hurdles (42.00). 
CJ Eakle took second in 
the high jump (5’, 8”) and 
fifth in the 200 (24.77) 
while teaming with Daniel 
Drake, Michael Hawkins, 
and Ramsey Hunt to place 
third in the 4x100 meter re-
lay (45.73). He also teamed 
with Drake, Hawkins, and 
Lane Bisby to take third 
in the 4x200 meter relay 
(1:41.15).  Hawkins took 
fourth in the 400 meters in 
a time of 53.26.

Leo Wheeler took third 
in the discus with a dis-
tance of 133 feet, 1 inch 
while Owen Knoebel 
placed sixth with a throw 
of 123 feet, 11 inches. Cole 
Wheeler placed sixth in the 
shot put with a toss of 38 
feet, 8 inches.

In the girls meet, the Ti-
tans finished in ninth place 
with 19 points. Lea Schim-
mer took third in the 300 
meter hurdles in 50.28 and 
was sixth in the 100 meter 
dash in 13.70. Julia Robert-
son and Schimmer joined 
Sage Boothe and Kaylenn 
Hunt to take fifth in the 
4x100 meter relay, clocking 
in at 54.32.

Hunt finished fifth in the 
100-meter dash in 13.35. 

On April 24, the IHSA 
announced the assign-
ments for the 2019 IHSA 
Class 1A Track and Field 
Championships.  The 
Tri-County Titans received 
their assignments for both 
the boys and girls teams, 
which are looking to ad-
vance an athlete to the state 

See TITANS, Page 10A

Lady Tigers fall on walk-off

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

Lady Tiger freshman pitcher prepares to deliver the ball during Wednesday’s 3-2 
loss to the Charleston Lady Trojans wile teammate Aubrey Sanders prepares to 
make the play.

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

Paris Lady Tiger Carlei Sapp rounds third in Wednesday’s softball game against 
the Charleston Lady Trojans. Paris lost 3-2 on a walk-off homer in the bottom of 
the seventh inning.

See PARIS, Page 10A



BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

CHRISMAN — One of 
the toughest things to do 
in sports is to get a newly 
formed club or team up and 
running without encounter-
ing the many problems that 
can form along the way. 

The 2002 Anaheim An-
gels started their season with 
a dismal 6-14 record before 
finishing the season 99-63 en 
route to a World Series cham-
pionship. Michael Jordan and 
the Chicago Bulls started the 
season under .500 in 1991 
before winning his first of six 
championships with the fran-
chise. 

The Chrisman Cardinals 
softball team has gotten out 
to a bumpy 1-14 start through 
their 2019 season, the first in-
dependent season in school 
history, with issues ranging 

from weather to practice time 
to pure fundamentals. De-
spite the twists and turns the 
team has met, Cardinal head 
coach Jamie Watters remains 
optimistic about what he sees 
in his group. 

“We are working through 
some growing pains on all 
fronts,” Watters said. “We 
have to make plays on the 
field and execute. There are 
fundamentals that we are 
continuing to work on that 
are going to make us better.” 

The program, which was 
previously a part of a co-op 
with Georgetown, is young in 
its depth with five freshman 
girls in the starting lineup. 

After the confirmation of its 
independence from George-
town, the team sat out last 
season in preparation for the 
2019 campaign. The lack of 
experience and extended 
break from high school soft-
ball has played a part in the 
team’s first-year blues. How-
ever, as the season has con-
tinued, the learning curve has 
started to show amongst the 
roster as Chrisman captured 
its first win of the season in 
early April with an 8-4 victory 
over Iroquois West. 

“Everybody is in the same 
boat in terms of being rusty 
after sitting out last year,” 
Watters said. “We are learn-

ing though and I believe that 
we are better than our record 
shows.” 

The program has been 
well supported throughout 
the community and from the 
school district in Chrisman. 
While the school has provided 
financial support for transpor-
tation, umpires and balls, the 
community has been generous 
in its funding of equipment 
and on-field upkeep and care. 

“I couldn’t have asked for 
more support from the amaz-
ing people in the communi-
ty, the school district here in 
Chrisman and the Chrisman 
Legion Post 477. The PGSA 
has been incredibly generous 
to us as well for allowing us to 
use their field,” Watters said. 
“They have all rallied behind 
us and I know that there is a 
lot to look forward to here for 
this group.” 

The team has lacked a lot 
of depth in the bullpen, with 
just a handful of pitchers be-
coming staples in the lineup. 

home Tuesday afternoon, 
April 30.

The boys finished in first 
place (119 points), Marshall 
finishing second (76.5) and 
Lawrenceville, Georgetown 
and Oblong combining for 
the other 48.5 points. The 
girl finished in first place (93 
points), Georgetown finish-
ing second (66), Marshall 
in third (63) and Oblong in 
fourth (28). 

In the girl’s track events, 
Madyson Rigdon placed first 
in the 100-meter dash. Mag-
gie York placed first in the 
200-meters at 30.23 while 
Kendra Cartwright was third 
at 31.24. Emma Henderson 
grabbed a second place time 
of 2:53.02 in the 800-meters 
and Hailey Underwood took 
third in the 1600-meters at 
6:43.46. 

The 4x400 had the Lady 
Tigers manage a time of 
4:47.24, for fourth place. 
Payton Block and Grace Jo-
seph came in first and second 
in the 100-meter hurdles at 
17.93 and 18.43. Joseph also 
finished second in the 300 
meter-hurdles at 55.71 while 
Emilee Roush was third at 
56.71. 

Paris had two first place 
finishes in field events. 
Hailey Underwood had 
the top high jump at 5’0” 
while Payton Block and 
Sarah Wells were the only 
two pole vaulters, going for 
8’6” and 8’0” respectively. 
The discus had Emma Pink-
ston placing second with 
a 113’3” throw. She also 
placed fourth in the shot-
put at 28’7.75”, right behind 
teammate Kaelyn Ball at 
29’0”. Alexis Moran placed 
second in the long jump at 
14’1.5” followed by Trinity 

finals for three consecutive 
years. 

The girls team will begin 
their quest next Friday in the 
St. Joseph-Ogden Sectional in 
St. Joseph. The Titans are one 
of seventeen teams vying for 
three team spots to advance 
to Charleston in the Class 1A 
State Finals.  The field events 
will begin at 4:00 p.m. with the 
running events to start at 5:30 
p.m. at St. Joseph-Ogden High 
School. The Class 1A State Fi-
nals will be held the weekend 
of May 16-18 at O’Brien Field 
at Eastern Illinois University.

The boys team will head to 
Moultrie County on Thursday, 
May 16 for the Sullivan Sec-
tional in Sullivan.  The Titans 
are among seventeen teams 
looking to capture one of 
three team spots for the Class 
1A Finals in Charleston.  Field 
events will start at 4:00 p.m. 
with the running events be-
ginning at 6:00 p.m. at Sullivan 
High School.  The Class 1A 
State Finals are scheduled for 
the weekend of May 23-25 at 
O’Brien Field at Eastern Illi-
nois University. 

The boys team was in St. 
Joseph Friday night, April 26,  

for the Spartan Open host-
ed by the St. Joseph-Ogden 
Spartans.  Twenty-five teams 
entered this meet with the 
intention of claiming the top 
prize.  As the events wound 
down, the Titans finished in 
sixth place with 39 points.

Ramsey Hunt won the tri-
ple jump with a leap of 42 
feet, 3 inches and the high 
jump with a height of 6 feet, 3 
inches  while placing third in 
the long jump with a distance 
of 20 feet, 7 inches, and sixth 
in the 200 meters in a time of 
23.57.  Michael Hawkins took 
second in the 400 meters with 
a time of 53.42 and Lucas Al-
varez placed fourth in the triple 
jump with a distance of 39 feet, 
2 inches. 

The girls team headed to Pi-
att County for the Sages Invita-
tional, hosted by the Monticel-
lo Sages. The Titans finished in 
fifteenth place with four points. 
Lea Schimmer took sixth place 
in the 300-meter hurdles with 
a time of 51.23, joining Julia 
Robertson, Kaylenn Hunt, 
and Cailynne Phillips to take 
sixth in the 4x100 meter relay 
clocking in at 55.12. The same 
quartet also took sixth in the 
4x200 meter relay in 1:55.77 
while Robertson took sixth in 
the 400 meters in 1:06.52. 
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Eagle Ridge Memberships 
Single Walk                      $ 900.00       Single w/Cart     $1600.00 
Couple Walk                    $1000.00      Couple w/Cart    $2000.00                 
Family Walk                     $1100.00      Family w/Cart    $2200.00      
Trail Fee $600.00              JR Golf Membership (7-High School Senior) $200.00
Storage Fee $75.00        Club Rental $10.00
Daily Fees   9 Holes              9 Holes              18 Holes             18 Holes 
                  w/ Cart                                           w/ Cart
Monday    $ 9.00              $15.00  $13.00  $23.00
Tuesday – Thursday  $10.00              $17.00  $15.00  $29.00
Tuesday & Thursday Twilight $10.00              $14.00  $15.00  $20.00
(After 3pm)
Friday – Sunday   $15.00              $22.00  $20.00  $34.00
Saturday & Sunday Twilight $10.00              $15.00  $15.00  $25.00
(After 3pm)

Kids 7-14   $7.00              $7.00                  $14.00  $14.00 
(With paying adult)
Eagle Combo Packages Cards
10 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart $ 275.00             CDGA System: $30 
20 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart  $ 525.00
30 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart           $ 750.00

**Upcoming Outing**
1st Annual Chrisman Cardinals golf outing - Saturday, May 18. Lunch at 11:30, tee time 12:30. 

$60 per player. Contact Lane Good at lagood23@gmail.com or sign up in the pro shop.
928 Clinton Road, Paris, IL 61944 • www.eagleridgeparis.com  • 217-463-3434

Eagle Ridge Golf Course Rates2019

Hours 
Monday-Friday
8 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Saturday-Sunday
7 a.m.-8 p.m.

OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials

BBQ Pulled Pork  $3.50

309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL  • (217) 465-5812

Ribeye Sandwich, Chips & Drink  $6.99

FLAVOR OF THE WEEK:
Black Cherry

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

first Tiger run. Neither team 
threatened to score again un-
til the bottom of the seventh 
inning. 

Connor Gore drew a lead-
off walk to start the inning 
until Kohlmeyer laid down 
a sacrifice bunt to move him 
to second. Jude Sullivan then 
singled down the left field line 
to tie the score at two.

Once again, neither team 
was able to produce any of-
fense until the Tigers took 
their turn at bat in the bottom 
of the 11th inning. Blayne 
Roberts walked with one 
out, then scored on Johnson’s 
home run.

Sullivan had a pair of sin-
gles and drove in the game-ty-
ing run in the seventh to be 
the only Tiger with multiple 

TIGERS
FROM PAGE 9A
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hits on the day. Kohlmeyer 
had a double and Hutch-
ings, Gates, and Minor 
each added singles.

The pitching for the 
Tigers was outstand-
ing as four Paris hurlers 
combined to allow just 
two unearned runs. Mi-
nor threw the first two 
innings allowing three 
hits, one walk, and one 
strikeout. Gates pitched 
the third and fourth in-
nings and he struck out 
three without allowing a 
hit. Zach Farnham threw 
three innings of scoreless 
ball, allowing three hits, 
one walk, while striking 
out five. Garrett King was 
credited with the win as 
he went four innings, al-
lowing just two hits while 
walking one and striking 
out three.

Not advertising is like  
blowing kisses in the dark. 

You know what you’re doing,  
but no one else does!

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

on an infield single by 
Katrina Strow. Todd came 
through once again as she 
lifted a sacrifice fly to right 
field, scoring Sapp with what 
would be the winning run. 

Karley Moore had a pair 
of singles to lead the Tiger 
offense. Todd had a double 
and drove in three runs in the 
game. Kaitlyn Mathews had 

a triple, and Sanders, Fox, 
Strow, and Kelsie Dosch each 
added a single. 

Moore started on the 
mound for the Tigers, going 
3 1/3 innings. She allowed 
four runs(three earned) on 
three hits. She walked six 
and struck out seven. Kait-
lyn Mathews earned the win, 
going the final 3 2/3 innings. 
She did not allow a run, scat-
tered three hits, walked three, 
and struck out four. 

PARIS
FROM PAGE 9A

Lee in fourth at 13’6”. Mo-
ran also placed second in 
the triple jump at 27’3”. 

On the boys side, Coy 
Landrum was first in the 100 
and 200-meters with times 
of 11.49 and 23.93. Brady 
Wiseman and Tim Augustus 
finished second and fourth 
in the 400-meter dash with 
times of 56.20 and 58.90. 
Richard Lin grabbed second 
in the 800-meters at 2:18.14 
and Wyatt Rich was fifth 
at 2:36.65. Jeffrey Bennett 
also picked up fifth in the 
1600-meters at 5:45.35. 

Caleb Mullenix grabbed 
first place in both the 110-me-
ter and 300-meter hurdles at 
15.49 and 41.30. Isaac Swin-
ford finished second in the 
11-meter hurdles at 19.52 
while Kyle Bauermeister was 
second in the 300-meters at 
46.21. Relays had Paris get-

ting first in both the 4x100 
and 4x200 with times of 
47.74 and 1:37.52. They also 
finished second in the 4x800 
at 9:42.30. 

The boys had first place 
finishes in five of the six field 
events. 

Colby Kindred had a 10’6” 
pole vault height, and also 
topped out in triple jump 
at 38’5”, followed in second 
by Dustin Creech at 38’0”. 
Creech had first in long jump 
at 19’1” and Colton Landrum 
took second at 18’7.75”. Jeff 
Bennett had first with a 5’6” 
high jump, and Creech also 
grabbed fourth at 5’2”. Coo-
per Block topped everyone 
with a 40’2.25” shot-put and 
Mullenix also was third at 
36’11”. Logan Bartley and 
Nick Craig finished third 
and fourth in the discus with 
throws of 106’4” and 101’10”.

Chrisman building softball program
Lady Cardinals put 
together team after 
leaving cooperative

See CHRISMAN, Page 11A

WE ARE WORKING THROUGH  
SOME GROWING PAINS  

ON ALL FRONTS.”
JAMIE WATTERS

CHRISMAN SOFTBALL COACH
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(217) 463-5010
601 E. Jasper St.
Paris, IL  61944

Mexican Beer is 10% OFF 
All items while supplies last. 

MON-TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI-SAT    7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN          12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

SALE endsMay 10th

PATRON SILVER TEQ.
750ml

$51.29

JOSE QUERVO TEQ.
750ml

$15.99

WILD TURKEY 101
750ml

$22.95

OLD CAMP AMERICAN 
BLENDED WHISKEY

750ml

$17.99

111 Elm Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-2411
www.jacksoncars.com

335 S. 3rd Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-3564
www.jacksoncars.com

Ryan Walton
Sales Representative

Shawn Walton
Sales Representative

Come see us today!It’s       Worth  The Drive

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

Nobody covers 
Edgar County 

sports better than 
The Prairie Press. 

Nobody.

101 N. Central Paris, Illinois
217-921-3216

Senior Hallee Watters, who 
suffered a labrum injury in 
August, and freshman Maecy 
Johnson have headlined the 
pitching mound for the Car-
dinals. Senior Lexi Brinkley, 
who has served as the team’s 
catcher this season, has been a 
fundamental part of the roster 
as well. 

One of the more notable 
challenges that the team has 
faced through this spring has 
been the weather. The ele-
ments have proven to be rath-
er challenging, with severe 
thunderstorms and heavy rain 
flushing through the Midwest 
and causing multiple cancel-
lations and rescheduling. The 
rain, which has all but flood-
ed the field in Chrisman, has 

forced the team to reconvene 
in the school gymnasium for 
practice, a poor substitute for 
actual on the field experience. 
At the end of the day though, 
Watters, and the team as a 
whole, are excited about the 
opportunities that lie ahead of 
them in the remainder of this 
season and the years to come. 

“We are a young team 
and there is a lot of potential 
amongst this group,” Watters 
said. “I can see the develop-
ment and with all of the talent 
that is coming up in the mid-
dle school system, we are go-
ing to be in good shape in the 
years to come.” 

So, despite the gloomy 1-14 
record and the constant thun-
derstorms and rainy days, the 
future forecast for the Chris-
man softball team appears to 
be bright and sunny. 

CHRISMAN
FROM PAGE 11A

BOBCAT ON THE PROWL IN SYMMES TWP.

Special to The Prairie Press

Jack Hoffman supplied this photo from a trail camera set up to watch nesting boxes at his pond 
in Symmes Township. He has a series of photos of the bobcat patrolling the nest boxes for several 
nights and this attack occurred at 9:45 p.m. Tuesday, April 30. According to Hoffman, bobcat num-
bers are increasing in Edgar County. The bobcat grabbed the mother goose on her nest.

Titans take track honors

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

ARCOLA — The 
Tri-County girls and boys 
track teams took top five 
finishes in the Friday, May 
3, Little Okaw Valley Con-
ference track meet at Arco-
la High School.

With the upcoming 
track and field post-season 
approaching, it was time 
for conference champi-
onships. This is the final 
LOVC meet for the Titans 
as they and the rest of the 
teams begin competing 
in  the new Lincoln Prai-
rie Conference beginning 
with the 2019-2020 school 
year.  

The Titans had their 
sights fixed on taking the 
final championships of the 
conference era.

As the meet ended, 
both the Titan boys and 
girls teams showed their 
strength getting in the top 
five in both meets.

The boys team came into 

the meet with three straight 
top six finishes in their last 
three meets. In this confer-
ence meet, that trend contin-
ued as the Titans took third 
place with 57 points. The host 
Arcola Purple Riders won the 
meet with 80 points with the 
Cumberland Pirates taking 
second with 62.5.  

Ramsey Hunt is the confer-
ence champion in the triple 
jump with a mark of 42 feet, 
11 inches while teammate 
Lucas Alvarez was third with 
a mark of 38 feet, 5 inches.  
Hunt also took the LOVC 
title in the long jump with a 
leap of 21 feet, 5.5 inches. He 
also won the high jump clear-
ing a height of 6 feet, 2 inch-
es. He rounded out his three 
conference titles by narrowly 
taking second in the 200 me-
ters in a time of 23.61.  

CJ Eakle took fourth in the 
high jump with a height of 5 
feet, 6 inches.

Leo Wheeler placed fourth 
in the discus with a distance 
of 134 feet, 3 inches and the 
duo of Cole Wheeler and 
Owen Knoebel placed sixth 
and seventh respectively in 
the shot put with throws of 
39 feet and 38 feet.  Michael 

Hawkins took sixth in the 400 
with a time of 54.11.  

The 4x100 meter relay 
team of Eakle, Hawkins, Lane 
Bisby, and Matte Kleinknecht 
placed sixth in a time of 48.00.

In the girls meet, the Titans 
placed a solid fourth with 57 
points. The ALAH Knights 
won with 99 while the Okaw 
Valley Timberwolves were 
second with 93.6 and the 
Cumberland Pirates were a 
close third with 90.

Kaylenn Hunt won the 
LOVC triple jump title with 
a leap of 34 feet, 6 inches 
while taking second in both 
the long jump (15 feet, 10.75 
inches) and the high jump (5 
feet, 2 inches) and third in the 
200 meters (27.48).

Lea Schimmer and Julia 
Robertson placed third and 
sixth respectively in the 100 
meter dash in times of 13.5 
and 13.99 while Robertson 
took third in the 400 meters 
in 1:05.36.  Schimmer placed 
fourth in the 100 meter hur-
dles in 19.08.

The 4x100 meter relay 
team of Schimmer, Robert-
son, Cailynne Phillips, and 
Sage Boothe finished second 
in 55.14.

TCT boys finish 
3rd,  girls take 4th 
in LOVC meet

BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

Shayne Smith will rep-
resent Monmouth and the 
United States of America as 
she travels to Brazil this sum-
mer to play basketball with 
local teams in Sao Paulo and 
Rio. She was invited by USA 
Sports Tours and Events to 
participate in the trip, which 
will take place from July 8th 
– 17th. 

“I am so excited to have the 
opportunity to travel different 
parts of the world and play 
basketball there,” Smith said. 
“Not everyone can say that 
they have gone to Brazil and 
for me to have the chance to 
go and do that with basketball 
is really cool.” 

Other then playing basket-
ball though, Shayne will be 
able to hit several tourist hot 

spots including the Christ the 
Redeemer statue and Sugar-
loaf Mountain in Rio. The trip 
will allow her multiple chanc-
es to experience everything 
that Brazil has to offer. 

“I can’t wait to experience 
the culture there and get to 
play the sport that I love with 
others who love it too,” Smith 
said. “Growing up, I never 
would have thought that bas-
ketball could take me this far. 
I am really excited for this.” 

Shayne is heading into her 
junior season with the Mon-
mouth Scots. Throughout the 
2018-19 season, Smith av-
eraged 14.6 points per game 
while shooting 45 percent 
from the field. The Hume 
native averaged 4.4 rebounds 
per game and 2.3 assists per 
game. She also turned in 44 
steals and six blocks through 
the year. 

The team finished the sea-
son at 19-8 with a second 
place finish in the Midwest 
Conference. Despite such a 

successful sophomore cam-
paign, Shayne is hungry for 
more in 2019-20. 

“I can not wait for another 
year on the court (with Mon-
mouth),” Smith said. “We 
want to win the conference 
this year and get a berth into 
the NCAA D-III tournament 
this year and compete.” 

Having accumulated so 
many different accomplish-
ments in her time as a colle-
giate athlete, Shayne has not 
forgotten her roots in Hume 
or who has helped her on her 
long path through the present 
day. She credits so much of 
her success to her parents.

“My parents have always 
been my biggest supporters 
since I first started playing 
basketball,” Smith said. “They 
drove me around when I was 
younger and came to my 
games yelling and cheering 
for me. They will still drive 
five or more hours to come 
support me and I am so 
thankful for them.” 

Smith headed for Brazil
TCT basketball star 
playing for USA in 
San Paulo, Rio

CHICAGO (AP) — Kyle 
Hendricks could sense he 
had his command as soon as 
he stepped on the mound. 
He walked off 81 pitches later 
with possibly his best perfor-
mance to date.

Hendricks tossed a 
four-hitter, Anthony Rizzo 
homered in his third straight 
game and the Chicago Cubs 

beat the NL Central-leading 
St. Louis Cardinals 4-0 on 
Friday.

The second-place Cubs 
won their season-high fifth in 
a row while cutting St. Louis’ 
division lead to 1½ games. 
The Cardinals have back-to-
back losses after five consecu-
tive victories.

Hendricks (2-4) threw the 

fewest pitches for the Cubs in 
a shutout since Jon Lieber’s 
78 against Cincinnati on May 
24, 2001, and the fewest for a 
major leaguer in a nine-inning 
shutout since Boston’s Aaron 
Cook needed 81 at Seattle on 
June 29, 2012.

Hendricks shuts out Cardinals 4-0

Baffert
eyes win 
in derby

LOUISVILLE, Ky. 
(AP) — Bob Baffert times 
three. In a Kentucky Der-
by lacking a dominant 
favorite, the two-time Tri-
ple Crown-winning train-
er saddles the top three 
choices.

On what could be a wet 
day at Churchill Downs, 
Game Winner is the pre-
race favorite, albeit a tepid 
one at 9-2. Improbable and 
Roadster were installed as 
the co-second choices at 5-1.

The 19-horse field for 
the 145th Derby on Sat-
urday reflects the prep sea-
son leading to the opening 
leg of the Triple Crown: no 
one horse commanded the 
attention.

The picture got scram-
bled again when initial fa-
vorite Omaha Beach was 
scratched.
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CONGRATULATIONS

SHILOH!

Celebrating

50 Years

              Clinics:
Oakland - 217.346.2353  
Paris - 217.465.4141
Chrisman - 217.269.2394
EZ Care - 217.463.4340

Celebrating
outstanding education

for Shiloh Students

Congratulations 
to Shiloh Community Unit #1, staff, students and alumni on the re-dedication 

Thank you for working to fulfill your mission: 
“to recognize the unique talents of each individual and to create an environment where 
learning has no boundaries. We are committed to providing opportunities which 
support the acquisition of knowledge, skills, and aptitudes that will enable all individuals 
to be confident, life-long learners and responsible citizens of a changing world.”
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During pioneer times riding into 
somebody’s camp at dinner time, it 
was common to find some  sort of 
cake with the meal. 

Cake is a term used in the world 
today to describe desserts but many 
years ago cake referred to many flat 
round cooked goodies. There are the 
typical pancakes that one eats for 
breakfast but are delicious any time 
of the day. 

Then there are some other tradi-
tions still in the culinary world today 
such as the johnnycake – or hoe cake 
– and others like bannock.

If one searches long enough and 
deep enough, there are many more 
cakes that can be easily cooked up 
in the kitchen today. Looking back 
at one in particular was the Native 
American sunflower seed cake. This 
is a prime example of a cake that is 
not sweet or eaten for dessert. Native 
Americans ground up the ingredi-
ents – mainly sunflower seeds – and 
carried them in a pouch when they 
went on hunts or travels. When they 
stopped water was added to the in-
gredients and cooked over the fire. 

Different cakes can be found all 
over the United States. One of my 
favorites dates back to 1773 and 
finds its roots out east but made its 
way to the south and thrives today. 
The johnnycake, also known as hoe 
cake, is a savory flat cake that can be 
served in place of corn bread or have 
a little syrup added to it for a touch 
of sweetness. There are many differ-
ent variations of the johnnycake all 
over the new world including places 
like Puerto Rico and the Dominican 
Republic. Johnnycakes when done 
correctly are enjoyable by anyone at 
anytime.

Bannock is another delicious flat 
cake attributed to the indigenous 
people in the new world and also to 
Scotland. It is hard to say where ban-
nock originated, there are variations 
all over the world. Bannock is made 
of grain and was a staple because 
it is easily and quickly prepared. In 
many places, it is cooked on a large 
flat rock over an open fire, and ban-
nock to this day is still a major staple 
in Canada.  

Jill, my niece from Texas, 
recently posted a humorous 
true story on Facebook that 

garnered 
much atten-
tion.  

Says 
Jill, “We 
inherited a 
cute little 
dog named 
Tootsie 
from our 
dear friend 
Shirley. 

Tootsie has been ours for 
almost three years now. When 
she came to live with us we 
switched her from gourmet 
dog food to the healthy stuff 
that our dog, Arnado, ate.  

“Last fall, when Arnado 
became sick, Tootsie was 
introduced to the chicken 
and rice we fed him.  Lately, 
she has been eating around 
the rice to get to the chicken. 
My husband Ray has started 
buying her an HEB roasted 
lemon and pepper chicken 
every few days. He says that’s 
her favorite, noting that she 
now prefers the white meat. 
As a result I won’t eat anything 
chicken-related in the refrig-
erator because technically 
it’s dog food. This morning 
Ray and I had the following 
conversation:

“Do we have any more 
paper plates?” he asked.

“Not if they’re not in the 
pantry. Why?”

“Tootsie’s breakfast.  I’ll just 
use a Tupperware bowl.”

“Use her dish,” I said.
“No can do,” he replied. 

“She’s scared of her reflection 
at the bottom.  It’s metal, 
y’know.”

“Then use the ceramic one 
that she had with Shirley.”

“She doesn’t like the noise 
her tags make when they hit 
the dish.”

“Then here’s an aluminum 
pie plate.”

“But I can’t heat the chicken 
in that.”

“You’re heating her food?”
“The white meat’s juicier 

when it’s warm.”
“You know, Ray and I have 

been married for 35 years,” 
Jill added. “How did Tootsie 
get him trained like this in less 
than three? I am jealous.”

This story reminds me of a 
man who had an unusual expe-
rience after not 35 but 63 years 
of marriage. Not a dog story, 
but rather a going-to-church 
story. It didn’t really happen, 
but is instead an old joke told 
many times that some readers 
may have heard before.

The Rev. Storm specialized 
in preaching revival meetings. 
Any time he stood behind 
the pulpit and read scripture, 
his booming voice took 
command. He shouted and 
stomped his feet for emphasis. 
Talk about fire and brimstone 
sermons. He was a perfect 

Cause and 
effect from 
years of 
marriage

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD
CODGER

Marriages lasted in my day. 
People entered in bliss 

without a personal agenda. 
Divorces 
made for 
juicy gossip. 
The median 
length for a 
marriage in 
the United 
States today 
is 11 years. 

These 
days you 
walk down 
the aisle, 
listen to the minister rattle on 
about the death-do-us-part 
thing, exchange vows, kiss, 
walk over to the attorney and 
initiate divorce proceedings. 

My wife and I have been 
married 53 years. Its survival 
rests on the fact that we argue 
every day. Had we followed 
Dear Abby’s advice, we would 
have gone to a marriage 
counselor.

But, what does a marriage 
counselor know about a 
couple’s married life? Instead 
of telling you to get roaring 
mad at each other, they call 
for reason, cooperation and 
accommodation.

They seem compelled – and 
this, I do not understand – to 
urge sparring couples to set 
rules for arguing.  It is akin to 
ordering the Mississippi River 
to run north.

Over the decades, the blond 
and I have had some epic 
fights. We dated for four years. 
The initial stage of love is to 
see no wrong in the other. A 
guy is a knight in shining ar-
mor; a girl is a gentle maiden.

The first really great fight we 
had preceding our marriage, 
resulted in my wife knocking 
the rear-view mirror off the 
right door of my beautiful 
1956 Buick Special. She defied 
the laws of physics with a 
cardboard box.

It portended a long mar-
riage.

Four years into our wed-
ding, my wife decided to have 
a baby. Back then, the woman 
was the decider. Like many 
women, she was keenly aware 
that men accept the idea of 
having children with great 
trepidation.

I found out about it one 
morning while at the newspa-
per office. She called to break 
the news, “We’re going to have 
a baby.” I cried, which greatly 
alarmed my editor.

His cigarette, which dangled 
from his lower lip, fell. He 
hammered a wrong key on his 
manual typewriter, and in his 
usual mode of expression, said, 
“damn.”

During her fourth month of 
pregnancy, her belly bopping 
along to the kicking of our un-
born – but, highly active child 
– I said something wrong. 
What it was, I do not recall.

At the time, I was eating a 
bowl of chili, which ended 
up in my lap. She should have 

A spirited 
marriage 
thrives

HARRY
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER
LOOK

Flatcakes are universal
Danny Briseno/The Prairie Press 

Although most flat cakes resemble one another they all have their own taste. Here traditional bannock just pulled from the 
oven is ready to serve as is or topped with butter or a favorite jam.

See CODGER, Page 2B

Mexico declared indepen-
dence from Spain in 1810, 
and many in the United States 
falsely credit Cinco de Mayo 
as the Mexican Independence 
Day.  

Cinco de Mayo is bigger in 
the U.S. than in Mexico, where 
it is called El Día de la Batalla 
de Puebla – an event that 
influenced the outcome of the 
Civil War.

 The War Between the 
States started in 1861, and in 
the same time frame inde-
pendent Mexico was dealing 
with a large debt to France. 
When Mexico suspended all 
payments, France responded 
by invading Mexico. 

Independent Mexico 
supported the North, but 
France supported the South 
and when the war started the 
Confederacy expected help 
from France. When France 
initiated military action against 
Mexico no help was available 
for the Confederacy. 

May 5, 1862, France fought 
Mexican forces in Puebla. 
They outnumbered the 

Mexican Army two to one, but 
somehow Mexico out maneu-
vered the French and won that 
battle. It was a huge point of 
national pride. 

France’s superior strength 
eventually prevailed and in 
1864 France established rule 
over Mexico, but it was short 
lived. After the Civil War end-
ed in 1865, President Andrew 
Johnson sent troops to assist 
Mexico. France was driven out 
in 1866 giving self-rule back to 
Mexico.

 Mexico does recognize 
May 5 but with little fanfare. 
The U.S. started celebrating 
the holiday in the 1960s when 
Mexican-Americans (Chica-
nos) were looking to promote 
cultural pride. This was the era 
of Cesar Chavez and the Cali-
fornia Farm Workers Union. 

Their celebrations didn’t 
gain much traction until the 
1980s when the distilled spir-
its industry saw it as a way to 
promote sales. Cinco de Mayo 
was promoted through a mar-
keting campaign connecting 
the celebration with beer and 

tequila. It has become synon-
ymous with food, fun, dance 
and alcohol and surpasses 

St. Patrick’s 
Day in many 
regions. It is 
a marketing 
success for 
brewers and 
distillers, 
which brings 
in a science 
connection.

Pro-
duction of 
alcoholic 

beverages is one of man’s 
oldest controlled chemical 
reactions. There is evidence of 
an alcoholic drink dating back 
to 7000 B.C. in China. Wine 
fermented from fruit juices 
started in Babylon and ancient 
Greece gave us mead from 
honey. Beer showed up about 
2000 B.C. made from barley in 
Mesopotamia or what is now 
Iraq.

 Native Americans devel-
oped a pre-Columbian fer-
mented beverage called chicha 
using starch, maize, peppers 

and a type of pea. Chicha is 
still made but with higher juice 
and sugar content European 
plants like grapes and apples. 
Indigenous people are the 
ones who learned to use the 
Blue Agave plant. It’s not a cac-
tus but a succulent desert plant 
with a prickly skin. Removing 
the outer spines leaves a fleshy 
core, which can be ground and 
squeezed to yield a juice. The 
juice has been fermented as te-
quila for hundreds of years and 
was popular with the Spanish 
Conquistadors. 

Any sugar can be fermented. 
Starches are just complex 
sugars so high starch grains are 
a good material to ferment. 
There are many alcohol 
molecules varying in number 
of carbons in the chain. All 
are poisonous, except the 
two-carbon ethanol. Nature 
is good at converting starches 
into ethanol, but humans have 
perfected the process.

Glucose, fructose and su-
crose, are simple sugars. They 
are made only of carbon, hy-
drogen and oxygen. They are 

cyclic molecules with a central 
oxygen surrounded by C-O-H 
branches. Basic glucose is C6-
H12-O6. It’s a six-sided ring 
with O-H fingers on five of the 
carbons and an oxygen link in 
the middle.

Yeast breaks down and 
ferments a sugar to produce al-
cohol.  The alcohol has only a 
single O-H end. Starting with 
glucose the simple example 
is glucose plus water acted on 
by yeast will be converted to 
ethanol plus carbon dioxide in 
water. The carbon dioxide is 
the fizz that bubbles out. 

In large-scale ethanol 
operations like ADM, nothing 
is wasted. Starting with 
corn mash, it is heated and 
fermented in vats. Distilling 
separates the ethanol from 
the water. The carbon dioxide 
is captured, bottled and sold. 
Some CO2 is pumped into 
greenhouses to promote plant 
growth. Surplus heat is used to 
heat greenhouses or to warm 
buildings. Left over distillers 
grain is used as feed for cattle. 
Ethanol for gasoline ships out 

in 30,000-gallon railroad cars. 
The process is highly 

efficient, but produces a high 
proof grain alcohol with no 
flavor. The artist is the brew-
master with skills to control 
the ingredients and process 
producing a much-prized 
drink. The beverage can vary 
from 5 percent ethanol in 
Corona beer to a 40 percent 
average in tequila.

The interaction of ethanol 
on the human body is inter-
esting. It’s OK in moderation, 
but dangerous in abundance. 
When consumed ethanol is 
immediately absorbed into the 
blood. The ethanol molecule is 
H3C-CH2-OH. Rod shaped 
it has one non-polar end and 
the other a highly polar end. 
The non-polar end’s charge 
is neutral. The OH end has a 
strong negative charge. This 
makes the molecule able to 
bind to almost any other mol-
ecule by rotating and using the 
end that matches.

Ethanol flowing in the 
blood can pass through the 

Cinco de Mayo a convenient segue into history of alcohol

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR
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See REYNOLDS, Page 2B

See SULLIVAN, Page 9B

JOHNNYCAKES (HOE CAKES)  

1 1/4 cups milk
1 tablespoon butter
1/2 cup flour
1 cup cornmeal
2 tablespoons granulated sugar
1 teaspoon baking powder
1 teaspoon salt
1 egg (lightly beaten)

First, heat the milk with the 
butter until the mixture begins 
to simmer. Combine the flour, 
cornmeal, sugar, baking powder 
and salt. Whisk to blend. Add 
the hot milk mixture to the dry 
ingredients and stir to blend be-
fore whisking in the beaten egg. 
Drop onto a hot, greased griddle 
or drop in an iron skillet and fry 
until golden brown on both sides. 
Serve hot with butter and syrup 
as for pancakes, or serve them 
as bread with butter.

BANNOCK 

6 cups flour
6 Tbsp baking powder
3 ½ cups milk, warmed
¼ cup vegetable oil

Mix together flour, baking 
powder, milk and oil. Stir until 
dough comes together in a ball 
but do  not overmix. Shape the 
dough into a rough oval. Gently 
place the dough on a baking sheet 
or oven-safe casserole dish and 
bake in a 400 degree oven until 
a beautiful golden brown color is 
achieved or about 30 minutes. 
Serve bannock warm or cooled. 
My favorite is with some black-
berry jam.

Danny Briseno/The Prairie Press 

Many times johnnycakes are cooked for individuals as seen here. They can also be 
prepared as one large cake and cut up like cornbread.

Corn-based cakes have been 
around for centuries with each cul-
ture taking a basic recipe and devel-
oping it into a unique dish. Many 
are round and flat while others are 
allowed to take whatever shape the 
heat turns them into. Many of them 
are tasty morsels of sustenance that I 
enjoy anywhere, anytime. 

Although not the cakes the world 
is use to hearing about, these unique 
flat cakes are here to stay for many 
years to come.
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example of that type of 
preacher. The words leaped 
out of his mouth, pounding 
home the wickedness of 
sin, stressing the need for 
redemption. 

Adults sat mesmerized, 
searching their souls. Chil-
dren trembled and scooted 
firmly against their mothers. 
The Rev. Storm preached fear 
of hell to anyone who wasn’t 
right with the Lord, and be-
sides praising Almighty God, 
he gave the devil a thorough 
lambasting.

His aggressive attacks on 
the devil drew big crowds 
wherever he preached. If you 
attended one of these ser-
vices, believe me, you knew 
you’d been to church.

I reckon the devil heard 
the Rev. Storm’s blistering 
criticism so many times that 
he decided to challenge the 
preacher head on and put a 
stop to it. One night at Silver 
Creek Baptist Church the 
mighty minister’s bellowing 
words were pouring forth 
from the pulpit when hell lit-
erally broke loose. There was 
lightning outside. Thunder-
claps rattled every window. 
Smoke suddenly filled the 
church. Everyone sensed 
a frightening atmosphere. 
And like magic, the power-

ful, dreaded devil himself 
emerged behind the preacher. 
The supreme demon was 
bright red with curly horns 
atop his head.

Before a word was spoken 
by anyone, the congregation 
began screaming. Terrified 
men, women, and children 
rushed to exit the front door, 
everybody scrambling to be 
first and creating a panicky 
mob, pushing, clawing and 
shoving. The devil saw this 
and smiled with satisfaction. 
Even the Rev. Storm was 
amid the rioting crowd.

But the devil’s smile 
changed to anger when 
he spied an elderly man 
emerging from the smoke in 
a seated position on the front 
row.

“Do you know who I am?” 
Satan shouted mightily as he 
stared at the old gentleman.

“Yes, I know who you are,” 
the man quietly responded.

“Well, why do you sit 
there?” Satan thundered.  
“Why are you not afraid?”

Very calmly the elderly 
gentleman looked him in the 
eyes, and spoke. “Why should 
I be afraid of you? I’ve been 
married to your sister for 63 
years.”

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)

PROM QUEEN AND KING

Special to The Prairie Press 

The Shiloh Junior-Senior Prom was Saturday, April 27, at 
The Walkway in Mattoon. Post-prom followed at the Mattoon 
YMCA. Students selected Harley Barry, left, and Logan Rich-
ardson, right as the prom queen and king.

SHILOH SENIOR CITIZEN LUNCH

Special to The Prairie Press 
Shiloh Junior High School students entertain the audience at the senior citizen luncheon sponsored by the school’s Jr. Beta Club. 
The 28 guests enjoyed a meal of meatloaf, mashed potatoes, gravy, corn and lettuce salad. Students provided the desserts for the 
meal. This was the 34th year the Jr. Beta Club has sponsored a senior citizens lunch.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS #IL 1563 met Thurs-
day, April 18, with 17 members 
attending the meeting.  

Club members recognized 
were: Janet Brooks, TOPS 
weekly best loser; Ruth Ann 
Knight, best walker and she 
won the walking drawing; 
Gretchen Dyl won the food 
chart drawing and was a run-
ner-up in the Pledge to Lose 
contest; Janet Brooks, TOPS 
winner in the Pledge to Lose 
contest; Terri Cheatham, was a 
runner up in the Pledge to Lose 
contest; Wanda Luth, KOPS 
Pledge to Lose contest winner; 
and Sue English, Kops Pledge 
to Lose contest winner.        

The program was an open 

discussion on “Tips for Easter 
Eating” with recipes and an 
emphasis on calorie charts and 
snacks a part of the discussion.  

TOPS #IL 1563 met Thurs-
day, April 25, with 19 members 
attending the meeting.  

Club members recognized 
were: Gretchen Dyl and Bren-
da Porter, TOPS weekly best 
losers; Saunny Preston, KOPS 
weekly best loser; Jill Hoffman, 
best walker; and Gretchen Dyl 
won the walking drawing and 
the food chart drawing.  

Preston and Barbara Dick 
were recognized for their years 
as KOPS members.   

Jill Hoffman’s program dis-
cussed the benefits of walking 
and how it not only helps with 
weight loss but also with over-

TOPS groups met together in April
all health and wellness.   

TOPS #IL 1563 meets ev-
ery Thursday at the Highland 
Manor Community Room, 
with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting at 
9 a.m.  Visitors and new mem-
bers are always welcome and 
more information is available 
by calling 251-5190.

TOPS #2318 met Tuesday, 
April 23, with 17 members 
weighing in and 15 members 
attending the meeting. 

Club members recognized 
were: Pam Waller, TOPS 
weekly loser; Carmen Minge, 
KOPS weekly loser; Mary 
Ruth Clark, KOPS drawing 
winner; Janice Stevens, top los-
er for March; Sharon Phillips, 
top walker; Patty Felgenhau-

er, top exerciser; and Myndy 
Wooten, top cyclist.

Sharon Phillip’s program 
was “10 Ways to Stay Healthy.”

TOPS #2318 met Tuesday, 
April 30, with 16 members 
weighing in and 15 members 
attending the meeting.

Club members recognized 
were: Bobbie Miles, TOPS 
weekly loser; Marion Pate, 
KOPS weekly loser and KOPS 
drawing winner; and Pam 
Waller, three-week loser.

TOPS #IL 2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in is from 5:45-6:50 p.m. The 
meeting starts at 7 p.m. More 
information is available by call-
ing 217-808-0078 or 217-822-
6300.

PURSES OF COMPASSION

Special to The Prairie Press 

Paris High School Family and Consumer Science Club members 
created nine Purses of Compassion filled with personal hygiene 
products such as toothbrushes, toothpaste, lip balm, shampoo 
and conditioner, gum, mints and other items. These purses 
will be given to Hope House for homeless Paris High School 
students. Pictured, left to right, Kacie Maus, Kelsie Maus, Jaydin 
Seeley and Maggie York.

A good night’s sleep is vital to your health and wellbeing. 

Sleep disorders are linked to numerous health conditions. 

If you snore, gasp for breath, or stop breathing at any 

time during the night, a sleep study may be right for you. 

Horizon Health’s sleep professionals can evaluate your 

sleep patterns and help you get a full night’s rest.

Sleep Solutions  
from Horizon Health 

Talk to your provider about a sleep study or visit MyHorizonHealth.org to learn more. 

MYHORIZONHEALTH.ORG

MORE SLEEP (LESS SHEEP)

JOB OPENING

SCHOLARSHIPS
The V.F.W. Post 3601 is offering scholarships 

to qualifying 2nd, 3rd or 4th year college 
students or advanced 1 year graduate.  

Students must be the child, grandchild, great 
grandchild, step grandchild, or step great 

grandchild of a past or present member of 
Post 3601 or its auxiliary.

Applications may be picked up after May 1 at the 
V.F.W. Post 3601

601 West Court, Paris
They must be returned to the Post by 

June 3, 2019 at Noon

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours

Wed - Sat  11-2

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL (West side of the square)  
(217) 251-2636

We will be closed the week of 

May 8-11 for vacation.  

Come back to see us 

Wednesday, May 15

been a big league pitcher. 
The accuracy with a ladle was 
unerring. She was also good 
with matchbox cars, telephone 
receivers, plates, bowls and 
other objects.

My temper vented itself in 
sophisticated English: “SOB” 
and a guy’s favorite cuss word 
when yelling at a woman, “b--
-h!” My vocabulary encom-
passed over 200 words.

I rarely cuss today. Mostly, 

REYNOLDS
FROM PAGE 1B

because I am too old to 
waste the energy necessary 
to do an adequate job. Our 
differences of opinion, in 
terms of fiery language, have 
declined dramatically.

We still argue. It keeps 
the blood flowing, and 
the mind sharp, which is 
important when one is at 
the door of senility. 

You can learn a lot about 
marriage from baseball.

(Harry Reynolds is a 
retired editor and columnist 
from the Mattoon Journal 
Gazette and Charleston 
Time-Courier. He now writes 
columns for the fun of it, in 
which he offers a different look 
at life and aging. Email him at 
reynoldsharry1943@gmail.
com)

REUSE
the news

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free
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BY ROGER STANLEY
rstanley1937@hotmail.com

Brinkerhoff School District 
#107 was on 800th Road, 
about a half-mile south of 
state Route 16. It was orig-
inally built on a hill on the 
west side of the road known 
to old timers as the Brinker-
hoff Road. The one-room 
country school building was 
erected on land owned by 
George Brinkerhoff. 

Jacob Augustus arrived in 
the Grandview area in 1831 
and a few years later in 1840, 
a set of twins named George 
and Henry Brinkerhoff ar-
rived. Henry Brinkerhoff was 
well known for his plow or 

black smith shop in Grand-
view, while George Brinker-
hoff had many acres of farm 
ground. 

The Brinkerhoff School was 
not the first in the township. 
It was built in the 1880s and 
appeared in the Edgar Coun-
ty Atlas in 1894. It was closed 
around 1950 as the consoli-
dation of schools took place 
in the Unit Four District. 

There were usually 20 to 30 
kids attending with one teach-
er teaching all eight grades. 
At first, the building was 
equipped with large windows 
on the south side and smaller 
ones on the north. That was 
changed many years later be-

cause the sunshine coming 
through the south windows 
created too much heat in 
the room. The solution was 
switching the windows. 

Just inside the front door 
were separate cloakrooms for 
boys and girls. A furnace was 
in the northwest corner of 
the school with a coal room 
just behind that corner and 
like most schools for the time 
period separate outhouses 
served the needs of the male 
and female students. 

A well was on the north 
side of the building and the 
playground was on the south 
side. There were many school 
related meetings held there 

along with dinners and par-
ties by the neighborhood 
community. 

Most rural schools in Edgar 
County were located about 
every two or three miles so 
students didn’t have to walk 
more than a mile or two to 
get there. Several of the fam-
ilies sending their kids to the 
Brinkerhoff school included: 
Blue Brinkerhoff Sr., Blue 
Brinkerhoff Jr., Don Brinker-
hoff, and other family names 
appearing on the student ros-
ter were Augustus, Schneider, 
Fiddler, Cornwell, Morris, 
Huston, Hinds, Willoughby, 
Dalton, Kemper, Bennett, 
Finley, Johnson and Tolen. 

Down through the years 
some of the teachers were 
Gladys Strohl, Berchie Frazier 
and a Mrs. Gobert. Charles 
Johnson resigned after one 
year and became a high 
school teacher at Paris. 

A plaque dated Jan. 1, 
1911, listed the three school 
directors as Grant Sisson, 
Frank Riggs and Jess Vorhees 
and the teacher was Charles 
E. Jones. Years later Blue 
Brinkerhoff Sr. and Jesse For-
rest served on the board of 
trustees. 

It was common in those 
days for a neighboring farm-
er who had kids in the school 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – Veterans of the Ko-
rean War and the Vietnam War never 
got a welcome home parade like those 
at the end of World War II.

Something to help ease that over-
sight is the honor flights taking the 
older veterans to see the different me-
morials in Washington, D.C.

Chrisman resident Harold Wyatt, 
91, described the experience as touch-
ing with Boy Scouts, families and a 
bagpipe band that all got up early on 
a Saturday to see the veterans off from 
the high school at Plainfield, Indiana, 
where the trip organized. The buses 
left the school at 4:15 a.m. for the trip 
to the Indianapolis Airport.

“Airports usually aren’t real busy 
early in the morning, but the people 
that were there were thanking us for 
our service,” said Wyatt. “It was an 
emotional experience.”

The trip to Washington was much 
different than the one he took in 
January 1952 with five other Edgar 
County men when they were ordered 

to report for induction. They left Paris 
on a midnight train to report at the St. 
Louis induction center and discussed 
their options for military service while 
en route.

“I definitely wanted to go into the 
Marine Corps,” Wyatt said. 

His inspiration for joining the 
Corps was an older brother who 
served in the Marines, and his wife’s 
two brothers were also Marines. One 
of his brothers-in-law was on Iwo Jima 
and saw the flag raising on Mount Su-
ribachi from elsewhere on the island.

Jim Craig and Bob Froman also 
wanted to be in the Marines but 
Gordon Baker opted for the Army to 
avoid the Marine’s reputation of be-
ing the first to lead the assault. Baker’s 
plan didn’t work.

“Gordon was the only one of us 
seriously injured in the group,” said 
Wyatt, adding his friend spent months 
recuperating from his wounds.

After boot camp and combat train-
ing, Wyatt, Craig and Froman were 
dispersed for additional training and 
oddly enough were brought back to-

gether in California for duty assign-
ments. 

Wyatt was trained as a jet mechanic 
and assigned to the Marine Corps Air 
Station at El Toro, Calif. Craig learned 
metalsmithing for patching holes in 

airplanes and worked across the field 
at El Toro. Froman, who knew how to 
type, became a clerk typist at a nearby 
helicopter base. 

For a young man of only 22 or 23 

School days used to 
be different from what 
we have today, at least 
from my 
experienc-
es in the 
one-room 
school. 

I believe 
the first 
bell rang 
at eight 
sharp 
and that 
was by a 
teacher 
swinging her hand-held 
bell as she welcomed us 
into the building. There 
was no thought of an 
advisory period or a home-
room class to get us settled 
and ready for learning. 

We quickly took off our 
coats and hats and put 
our dinner buckets in the 
designated corners and 
headed immediately to our 
desks. Yes, we did stand 
and repeat the Pledge of 
Allegiance, and we did it 
very smartly and intently. 

When I first went to 
school we had old-style 
desks that had folding 
tops and seats. The older 
students had larger ones 
where two could set at 
the same desk. They were 
fastened to boards so the 
desks could not easily 
move or tip over. 

Pine Grove School was 
modernized my second 
year, and we each had 
individual desks made of 
wood and metal and the 
seats swiveled so we could 
more easily take our seats. 
They were still equipped 
with inkwells, but our 
teacher outlawed them as 
we now had newfangled 
fountain pens. We younger 
kids were not proficient 
with those contraptions so 
the teacher let us still use 
wooden pencils and yellow 
tablets.

In third grade, we got 
to use the pens, but Mrs. 
Luella Judy, our teacher, 
helped us fill the pens from 
her inkbottle. Even with 
her help, we still get a lot 
of ink on our handy ink 
blotters. 

We didn’t have ball-
point pens or mechanical 
pencils, yet. It seemed a 
big deal when we got to 
write our book reports 
and assignments on white 
lined paper with margins 
on them. 

School 
days of 
yesteryear

See STANLEY, Page 4BSee FLIGHT, Page 4B

The lost Brinkerhoff School
Rural school served the community from the 1880s to 1950s, but photographs of it are strangely absent

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

Korean War veteran flies high

Due to the city’s safety concerns with our east alley, we have been forced to discontinue our drive-up service for an indefinite 
period of time. Customers needing drive-up service may use our south alley and either call us or honk and we will come out to 

you. We are looking into video type of door bell to alert us of your presence.

	  
116 West Court Street 

Paris, IL
(217) 465-8455

   Steve Benefiel R.PH                  Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH    Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

FREE 
DELIVERY

HONOR FLIGHT THANKS VETERANS OF THREE WARS FOR THEIR SERVICE

See SCHOOL, Page 4B

Special to The Prairie Press

A map shows the property 
lines of farms and the Brinker-
hoff school.

Special to The Prairie Press

Harold Wyatt, left, and his guardian Ken Brooks, right, are shown at the Korean 
War Memorial during an honor flight for veterans to Washington, D.C. Wyatt 
used a wheelchair on the tour to avoid getting too tired, but he remains ambu-
latory at age 91 and still operates a backhoe and other heavy equipment. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Harold Wyatt participated in a recent veterans honor flight to Washington, D.C. The enlargement of his Marine Corps boot camp graduation photo shown here 
was used as a prop in one of the photos taken of a group of veterans while in Washington. The stack of mail in front of him are notes and greetings from family 
members, school children and total strangers distributed to each of the veterans on the return flight
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101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

DANVILLE – The historic 
Lamon House operated by the 
Vermilion County Museum 

Lamon House open STANLEY
FROM PAGE 3B

 Special to The Prairie Press 

Veterans of the Korean and Vietnam wars did not get the same 
enthusiastic public homecomings given to World War II veter-
ans. That oversight was partially corrected for veterans partici-
pating in a recent honor flight from Indianapolis airport. Harold 
Wyatt got a kiss on each cheek as a delayed welcome home by 
female volunteers greeting the veterans on the return flight.

DISCOVER THE STORY
BEHIND THE STORYTELLER.
The Ernie Pyle WWll Museum opens Friday, May 3rd.

Explore the history of 
the famous writer and 

war correspondent.

120 W Briarwood Ave. 
Dana, IN 47847

765-665-3633 | erniepyle.org

Admission: Adults $5, Children $3
Fri & Sat 10am-5pm Sun 1-4 pm

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

PORK PATTIES
Regular, Dill, Green 
Pepper and Onion

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

YOUR
CHOICE!

Special of

CRC 05084, CRC 05088,CRC 05089, CRC 05050

the month!
2 FOR $7

CRC Brakleen® Brake Parts Cleaner
Must buy 2. Brand and Formula may vary by staore due to state and local regulations.

SCHOOL
FROM PAGE 3B

The Golden Rule was 
taught by example and insist-
ed on by the teacher. Some 
ornery boys threw erasers 
when the teacher wasn’t 
looking, but when we heard a 
thud and found an eraser on 
the floor an explanation and 
an apology was in order. 

I found the little pink 
erasers were not too bad to 
get bombarded with, but 
the chalk erasers always left 
a white mark on the target. 
Even the girls seemed to 
enjoy the chore of dusting 
the erasers outside on the 
front walk or building. If we 
were very careful and had 
good aim, we could spell our 
names on the concrete.

Reading was taught to us 
five-year-old first graders, 
and it seemed as easy as pie. 
We had the “Dick and Jane” 
readers and we soon could 
read, “See spot run,” when 
we saw a picture of a dog 
running. We soon were writ-
ing and spelling our names 
and our dad’s name. We 
started right in with cursive 
writing as we practiced with 
our loops and dotted our 
“I’s” and crossed our “T’s”. 
I didn’t learn to print until 
high school drawing class. 

We practiced penman-
ship every day with our old 
pencils and yellow tablets 
or with chalk on the black 
boards that surrounded us. 
Arithmetic was my favorite 
subject except for recess and 
I liked geography, especially 
when it had maps in the 
assignment. 

History and writing I 

finally developed a yearn for 
as I got much older. 

The old school song said 
we were to be taught to the 
tune of the hickory stick. I 
don’t even remember seeing 
a switch or a paddle. The 
teacher meant business when 
she told us to do something, 
and we knew if we got in 
trouble we would be in trou-
ble with our parents at home. 

I had enough spankings 
at home by the time I got to 
school I didn’t want another 
one. We didn’t even let out a 
peep when the other classes 
were reciting or a fellow 
classmate was speaking. 

Thinking about the School 
Days song with:

“You were my gal in calico,
I was your bashful barefoot 

beau,
And you wrote on my slate 

I love you so, 
When we were a couple 

of kids.” 
I don’t know that Rosie 

wore a calico dress, but 
something happened to me 
when I remember how nice 
and how smart she was. 
I didn’t go barefooted at 
school, but for some reason 
she thought of me as kind of 
a bashful boy. 

We didn’t have slates so 
that meant she couldn’t write 
I love you so, but we were 
definitely a couple of kids. 
We sure ended up with a 
couple of kids, plus one for 
good measure and I wonder 
if that all started from those 
old school days of yesteryear. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at rstanley1937@
hotmail.com.) 

Special to The Prairie Press
Hilda Wyatt reacts to seeing 
her husband returning from a 
recent honor flight to Wash-
ington. Harold Wyatt said it 
was the same reaction when he 
came home after serving with 
the U.S. Marines during the 
early 1950s. The couple has 
been married 71 years.

to help with the job of direct-
ing and keeping the school 
in shape. 

After the school closed, 
the property became part 
of the Don Brinkerhoff farm 
and the building was used 
for storage. A lean-to was 
added on one side for hay 
storage and served the farm 
well until February 2005. 
The school was destroyed 
by a suspicious fire and 
that ended the landmark 
Brinkerhoff School building. 

There are no known pic-
tures and Nancy Brinkerhoff 
Ferguson, who provided 
information for this article, 
hoped more information 
and pictures might be gath-
ered as a result of this story 
stirring up someone’s mem-
ory. 

Society is open 1:30-4:30 
p.m. Sundays from May 5 to 
Oct. 27.

The house is located in 
Lincoln Park and offers first 
person interpretation the 
first Sunday of each month 
as Becky and Alan Wood-
rum portray siblings Melissa 
Beckwith Lamon and her 
brother Hiram Beckwith for 
visitors touring the house.  

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216

Special to The Prairie Press

Chrisman resident Harold Wyatt participated in a recent honor 
flight giving veterans an opportunity to visit numerous memorials 
in Washington, D.C.

and raised on the farm mak-
ing repairs to machinery, the 
opportunity to work on jet 
engines was new and exciting.

“It was the beginning of the 
jet age for the Marines,” he 
said. 

He recalls the first plane 
he worked on was a propeller 
driven F4U Corsair left over 
from World War II that was 
used as a trainer. After com-
pleting jet mechanic school, 
he helped install a new en-
gine in a F-86 Sabre jet fight-
er and got to ride second seat 
on the test flight. His main 
responsibility on the flight, 
which buzzed a popular Cal-
ifornia resort lake, was to 
watch the altimeter so the 
pilot did not take the craft 
below 500 feet.

Wyatt liked the work and 
having a top security clear-
ance provided the opportu-
nity to visit factories where 
the jet engines were manufac-
tured and learn about the in-
novations for future engines. 
At the end of his two-year 
draft obligation, Wyatt vol-
untarily extended his service 
for another nine months. He 
gave serious consideration 
to making the Marines a ca-
reer, noting at the time there 
was little in Chrisman except 
being a hired hand on his fa-
ther’s farm. The opportunities 
the military offered were en-
ticing.

“I always thought I’d like 
to be stationed on an aircraft 
carrier,” he said.

That opportunity never 
arose because his father de-
veloped health problems near 
the end of the nine-month 
extension and Wyatt returned 
home to the family farm.

“You can’t put a dollar val-
ue on what I gained by being 
in the service,” said Wyatt.

His first trip to Washington 
was as a civilian but it still had 

a top-brass connection. Brig-
adier General Wilma Vaught 
attended Scottland High 
School with his wife, Hilda, 
and Vaught made the trip to 
Washington memorable.

The honor flight was dif-
ferent. He was in the compa-
ny of fellow veterans ranging 
from World War II, Korea and 
Vietnam. Visiting the different 
memorials was moving, and 
the treatment given to the vet-
erans was amazing. A police 
escort accompanied the bus-
es to block intersections and 
speed travel. Volunteers were 
everywhere to assist them at 
the memorials – especially at 
the Korea and Vietnam mon-
uments if they wanted to lo-
cate specific names. 

A guardian, who paid for 
his/her airplane ticket, ac-
companied each veteran. 
The trip is free for the veter-
ans. Chrisman resident Ken 
Brooks was Wyatt’s guardian 
and Wyatt said having the ex-
tra help was appreciated.

“You just can’t say enough 
for what the guardians did,” 
he said.

The return flight is marked 
by mail call in which each vet-
eran is given a packet of cards 

and notes. Some are from 
family members, others are 
from strangers and many are 
homemade greetings from 
school children. He liked the 
notes from children because 
they were sincere, but the 
most moving letter was from a 
stranger whose father was se-
riously wounded in Korea and 
the complications from those 
wounds eventually cut his life 
short. 

“I don’t know how many 
pieces of mail I got but mail 
call was right after take off and 
I opened the last one as we 
started the descent into Indi-
anapolis,” Wyatt said. 

He enjoyed the experience 
and when later contacted by 
the Honor Flight organization 
for an evaluation had a suc-
cinct description.

“If there was ever a five-star 
trip, this was it,” said Wyatt.
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ST. MARY OF THE WOODS, Ind. 
— Since becoming a Providence Associ-
ate of the Sisters of Providence of Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods Chuck Fisher of 
Terre Haute, Ind.,  said he is now at peace 
with his spiritual journey.

“The sense of belonging as a Provi-
dence Associate feels like I have been 
welcomed into a community of sisters 
committed to living in God’s provi-
dence,” Fisher said. “Honestly, when I 
hear the sisters speak or read something 
of theirs, it feels like each one of them 
is channeling Saint Mother Theodore 
Guerin (the congregation’s foundress) 
and her love and trust in providence.

“These experiences have expanded 
my life from a kind of solo spiritual jour-
ney to one of belonging to a community 
living God’s providence to practice love, 
mercy and justice. There is comfort in 
that. I have my Sisters of Providence and 
they have me. What’s not to like?”

Might God be nudging others to be-
come a Providence Associate of the Sis-
ters of Providence? The application pro-
cess is currently underway, until May 31, 
for those considering becoming Provi-
dence Associates.

Providence Associates are women 
and men of faith, ages 18 years and older, 
who share their own unique gifts and tal-
ents with others while walking with the 
Sisters of Providence.

Fisher’s relationship with the Sisters 
of Providence started early. His father’s 
sibling, Sister Ann Regina Fisher, was 
a Sister of Providence and the family 
visited her at the Woods, staying at the 
Woodland Inn. During one of those vis-
its, Chuck said he learned the sisters had 
also taught his father.

“I was dying to ask a question like, 
‘Was he a terror in class? Was Dad smart?’ 
This sister, having spent a lifetime teach-
ing precocious children, remarked ‘Why 
not ask him yourself?’”

Similar to Fisher’s experience with 
the Congregation, Providence Associate 
Nancy Dannels, who lives near Chicago, 
has had a relationship with the Sisters of 
Providence practically her entire life. She 
attended Catholic school in Lockport, 
Illinois, and many sisters ministered at 

those schools.
“I looked up to them and especially 

enjoyed my sixth grade teacher, Sister 
Rose Cecile (now Sister Rosemary Born-
trager),” Dannels said. “During that sixth 
grade year, Sister Rosemary had a group 
of girls that met periodically to talk about 
spiritual things. It left a lasting impres-
sion on me to the point that I thought 
about becoming a woman religious.

“After sixth grade, I moved to anoth-
er part of town and went to a different 
Catholic school with a different congre-
gation of sisters who taught me. How-
ever, sometime during my high school 
years, I reconnected with Sister Rose-
mary, and from that time on, kept in 
contact with her mostly through letter 
writing. That relationship, along with 
going on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
in 2017, helped me to make the final de-
cision to apply to become a Providence 
Associate.”

Dannels eventually married and had 
three children. She also taught for 33 
years in elementary schools. But in 1988, 
tragedy struck her family. Her oldest son 
died. In 2004, her husband died. 

“My youngest son was 9-years-old 
when my husband died and I devoted 
myself to raising him,” she said. “I guess 
that hidden desire to be more spiritual 
like a woman religious was still part of 

me and becoming a Providence Associ-
ate was the way to fulfill that desire.”

The Providence Associate relationship 
began in 2007 and welcomes long-time 
friends of the Congregation as well as 
those just getting to know the sisters. 
Fisher said he remembers it well.

“I remember distinctly the beginnings 
of the Providence Associates when I was 
working in the Diocese of Tucson. At 
the urging of my friends (Sisters of Prov-
idence), I discerned rather quickly that I 
wanted to belong,” Fisher said. “But giv-
en my work and ministry priorities, and 
the distance, I postponed my decision.”

But Fisher said he continued to dis-
cern the decision and applied for accep-
tance in 2013, committing as a Provi-
dence Associate in 2014.

Currently, there are more than 260 
Providence Associates in the United 
States and Taiwan. Accepted applicants 
spend a year meeting one-on-one on a 
regular basis with a Sister of Providence 
or Providence Associate companion. 
During the meetings, the candidate and 
their companions learn and share about 
Providence Spirituality.

Dannels became a Providence Asso-
ciate in 2018. Her spiritual relationship 
with the Congregation has since only 
deepened.

Special to The Prairie Press

Providence Associate Nancy Dannels walks the grounds of Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods with Sister Sharon Richards. Dannels is from Park Forest, Ill., and is among 
more than 260 Providence Associates in the U.S. and Taiwan.

Enthusiastic breakfast crowd
BY SAMANTHA TUCKER
lucky.black.kat131@gmail.com

There were few empty 
chairs in Tuscany Steak and 
Pasta House Thursday, May 2, 
as close to 100 people arrived 
at 8 a.m. for breakfast, prayer 
and a celebration of faith. 

The National Day of Prayer 
has been held since 1952. On 
the first Thursday of every 
May, members of all walks of 
faith are invited to pray for the 
nation. This year’s theme was 
Love One Another, in refer-
ence to John 13:34. The Rev. 
Jack Hoffman of Cornerstone 
Baptist Church, who orga-
nizes the event, said this was 
probably the best attendance 
he’s seen in more than 20 
years of breakfasts. The spiri-
tual atmosphere was also out-
standing, with deep prayers 
and an enthusiastic audience 
response to the music.

Pastor Jeff Stahl of Paris 
Otterbein Methodist Church 
and Vermilion United Meth-
odist Church opened the 
event by reading an excerpt 
from President Trump’s pa-
triotic National Day of Prayer 
proclamation. Stahl then of-
fered his own prayer for well-
being, celebration and love 
within the nation.

“May we create new 
warmth and love…so we may 
work toward the kingdom of 
God,” he said. 

The first song of the day, Ja-
mie Rivera’s “Heal Our Land,” 
was delivered on acoustic gui-
tar by the Rev. Mark Parkin-
son of First Christian Church. 

Four church leaders led the 
group in prayer. Pastor An-
drew Garvin of Cross Point 
Apostolic Sanctuary began, 
asking God to bless, forgive 
and protect the United States 

while raising up godly leaders.
Phil Price, a chaplain at 

Paris Community Hospital, 
prayed for Americans to show 
each other love. Contrasting 
the unity he saw among cit-
izens during World War II 
with disharmony today, he 
called for societal healing and 
a sense of direction as well as 
a united backing for President 
Trump. 

The third prayer belonged 
to Pastor John Youngblood 
from New Beginnings Church 
in Paris, who asked those with 
broad political and media in-
fluence to prioritize truth. He 
also expressed his hope that 
schools, churches and busi-
nesses look to the good of the 
people.

Pastor Kurt Speece from 
Bell Ridge Christian Church 
directed the last prayer. He 
lifted up the Lord’s contin-

ued movement in the United 
States and asked for people 
who need love to arrive in 
Christians’ lives.

Performer Wesley Gray 
sang “Shout to the Lord,” by 
Darlene Zschech, “I Want 
My Stage To Be An Altar,” by 
the Akins and “God Bless the 
U.S.A.,” by Lee Greenwood. 
The third number produced a 
heartfelt standing ovation.

Hoffman concluded by 
showing an inspirational clip 
from the Christian film “War 
Room” and offering one more 
prayer, thanking God for the 
privilege of speaking to him 
and asking for miracles in the 
community. He finally gave 
thanks for the National Day of 
Prayer itself before the crowd 
dispersed.

Kim Macke, Foundation 
Director at Horizon Health, 
was one of several healthcare 

professionals there. In spite 
of the early morning and this 
year’s pervasive fog and driz-
zle, the uplifting experience 
makes this one of her favorite 
days of the year. 

“It feels good praying for 
more than you normally do,” 
she said.

Other Horizon Health staff 
was present to support the 
hospital chaplains.

During the proceedings 
Hoffman took a moment 
to recognize and encourage 
caretakers and nurses among 
the group. He also picked 
Paris Chief of Police Mike 
Henness out of the crowd and 
thanked him for his decades 
of service. 

Hoffman and the Paris 
Ministerial Fellowship pour 
time, energy and hope into 
the National Day of Prayer 
breakfast every year. What 

inspires Hoffman to lead the 
operation is the joy of seeing 
people come in Christ with 
no outside agenda. 

“This is not an ecumenical 
meeting. This is a meeting of 
Christians for prayer,” he ex-
plained.

He looks forward to see-
ing the Day of Prayer’s 2019 
theme, Love One Another, 
play out in Paris.

“The Christian message 
is one of redemption, of the 
body of Christ supporting 
one another, helping people 
grow and improve – the more 
we can make that our main 
mission, the better off our 
town can be,” said Hoffman.

Hoffman thanked the staff 
of Tuscany Steak and Pasta 
House for their hospitality, 
and acknowledged Rent-A-
Center’s generosity in loaning 
a large television for the event.

Applying for Providence

See ATTACK, Page 6B

Prayer is 
needed 
four years 
after attack 
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Jennifer Pinckney had 
hoped to be in Bible study 
on the evening of June 17, 
2015.

But her 6-year-old daugh-
ter had other plans.

The two were in the se-
nior pastor’s office at Eman-
uel AME Church in Charles-
ton, S.C., on the night that 
Dylann Roof opened fire 
during the church’s Wednes-
day night Bible study, killing 
nine people. Among the vic-
tims was Clementa Pinck-
ney, the church’s pastor and 
Jennifer’s husband.

She and her daughter 
heard the shots, barricaded 
the door and hid under a 
desk in a secretary’s office, 
according to her testimony 
during the penalty phase of 
Roof’s trial.

“Be quiet. Don’t say any-
thing,” she told her daughter. 
The two survived.

Roof was eventually sen-
tenced to death.

In the years since the 
attack at Emanuel AME, 
Pinckney has worked hard 
to pick up the pieces and to 
give her daughters a sense 
of a normal life. She was re-
cently in Atlanta, where her 
daughters were taking part 
in a dance competition and 
sat down for an interview.

IT HAS BEEN ALMOST FOUR 
YEARS SINCE THE TRAGIC 
EVENTS OF THE CHARLES-
TON SHOOTING. CAN YOU 
TAKE US BACK TO THE DAY IT 
HAPPENED AND WHAT YOU 
EXPERIENCED?

In the beginning, you’re 
in denial. You don’t always 
register when things hap-
pen. Especially as traumatic 
as the Charleston shooting. 
You just kind of think to 
yourself, “Did this happen 
to me?”

To be honest, at first, I 
was a little in denial that it 
really happened at all. I can 
tell you that I immediately 
went into mom mode to 
protect and be there for my 
two girls, which was and still 
is my first priority. I can re-
member getting home that 
night and seeing police cars 
everywhere in our yard and 
allowing my girls to brief-
ly look out the window as 
I tried to explain to them 
the reality of what had hap-
pened.

HOW ARE YOU AND THE 
KIDS DOING?

We have our good and 
bad days. We are living in 
Columbia, S.C. I’m adjust-
ing to being a single parent, 
and the girls are doing well 
in school and enjoying par-
ticipating in dance competi-
tions, which they have been 
involved in since they were 
little girls.

WHEN DID IT BECOME REAL 
TO YOU THAT YOUR HUSBAND 

Special to The Prairie Press

Providence Associate Chuck Fisher of Terre Haute, Ind., leads the Sisters of Providence and others in song during Mass at the 
Church of the Immaculate Conception.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

United Methodists across 
the U.S. have protested the 
global denomination’s crack-
down on LGBTQ members 
in all kinds of ways.

But now a group of teens 
in a confirmation class at a 
historic United Methodist 
church in the Midwest has 
taken the unprecedented 
step of refusing to join the 
church.

Eight teenagers, aged 13 
and 14, who make up this 
year’s confirmation class 
at First United Methodist 
Church in Omaha, Neb., 
stood before the congre-
gation on Confirmation 
Sunday (April 28) and read 
a letter saying they do not 
want to become members at 
this time.

The teens said they took 
their stand on principle 
because they believed the 
denomination’s vote to up-
hold and strengthen its ban 
on LGBTQ ordination and 
marriage to be immoral and 
unjust.

“We are concerned that if 
we join at this time, we will 
be sending a message that we 
approve of this decision,” the 
confirmation class wrote.

“We want to be clear that, 
while we love our congre-
gation, we believe the Unit-
ed Methodist policies on 
LGBTQ clergy and same-sex 
marriage are immoral,” they 
said.

The eight teens received a 
standing ovation. As is cus-
tomary following confirma-
tion, the church treated the 
youth to dinner: lasagna and 
salad and a gift of journals for 
each teen.

Since the February vote at 
a special session of the Gen-
eral Conference in St. Louis, 
some Methodist churches 
across the United States have 
protested through news-
paper ads. Others rallied in 
front of their church admin-
istrative offices. Still others 
voted to withhold their an-
nual dues, called apportion-
ments.

But this is the first known 
refusal to join the church at 
the end of confirmation, a 
formal rite of passage that in-
cludes education in the faith. 
Traditionally, confirmation 
classes spend a year learning 
about Christianity, the histo-
ry of the United Methodist 
Church, its social principles, 
its polity and what it means 
to be a member.

They then decide if they 
want to join the church as 
members.

In keeping with First Unit-
ed Methodist of Omaha’s 
history of confronting its 
denomination’s policies, the 
Rev. Kent Little, pastor of the 
church, supported his young 
people. “Myself and our 
associate pastor are in full 
support of their decision,” 

See PASS, Page 6B

National Day of Prayer breakfast in Paris spreads messages of hope and unity, sees record high turnout

Young 
Methodists 
protest via 
absence

JOY AT THE END OF A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY

Those wishing to become a 
Providence Associate of St. 
Mary-of-the-Woods have 
until May 31 to apply

See ASSOCIATE, Page 6B
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MAY 4 CHRISTIAN CONCERT
An Elevate Praise concert is 7 p.m. 
May 4 at the Linn Park Amphithe-
ater featuring contemporary Chris-
tian music artists, 7eventh Time 
Down, Jason Gray and Cloverton. 
Concession food is available during 
the concert. Those attending are re-
sponsible for their own seating. The 
event moves inside the Martinsville 

GRACE NOTES
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WAS GONE?
Because he traveled a lot it 

was easy for me to think that 
he would be coming home, so 
at first, it was like he was gone 
on a trip. It wasn’t until they 
brought his car home that it 
became real to me. I can re-
member sitting in his car and 
crying. That’s when it became 
real for me. There have been 
other moments, but I can re-
member that one vividly.

ARE THERE ANY OTHER EMO-
TIONS THAT YOU HAD TO DEAL 
WITH AFTER YOUR HUSBAND 
WAS MURDERED?

There are just different lit-
tle things I went through, like 
when I’d go into his closet, 
the bedroom, the bathroom, I 
never moved his pajamas that 
he had left out. Even when 
I’m looking at my girls, some-
times I can see him in them.

THERE HAS BEEN SO MUCH 
SAID ABOUT YOUR HUSBAND, 
WHO WAS HE TO YOU?

There are many people 
who think they knew him, but 
they don’t, which is one of the 

hardest things that I have to 
deal with.

Clementa was so relatable 
to whoever he would meet. 
He was a tall man, so when 
he would talk to the girls, he 
would kneel down to their 
level to speak to them. He 
was a calm man. Even when 
he served in the state Senate, 
his colleagues would say he 
would hear both sides and 
would remain calm in listen-
ing. One of his favorite say-
ings was, “Have you thought 
about it this way?” He was 
truly an attentive man. As 
busy as he was, Sunday was 
our time as a family. He would 
intentionally block that time 
off for us even after preaching 
on Sundays.

WHAT TYPE OF PASTOR WAS 
HE?

I can still remember his ser-
mons. In fact, after his death, 
I went back and listened to 
some of them. Although I 
was in the room when he 
preached them, listening to 
them again ministered to me. 
His sermons felt like he was 
ministering to me from his 
grave.

His sermons have minis-

tered to me through some 
tough moments in my life.

A LOT HAS CHANGED IN 
AMERICA THE LAST THREE 
YEARS; WHAT ARE YOUR 
THOUGHTS?

(Deep breath) Yeah, a lot 
has changed, which is why I 
think much prayer is needed.

WHAT IS YOUR LIFE LIKE 
TODAY?

After the incident took 
place there were lots of peo-
ple around, and the phone 
was constantly ringing, then 
after a while, everything just 
stops and people move on. 
I’m a mom first, and raising 
my two girls is my first prior-
ity in life. I want to make sure 
that I do that role well.

HOW DO YOU RAISE TWO 
GIRLS, WHOSE FATHER WAS 
KILLED BECAUSE OF A HATE 
CRIME?

You know, I try to teach 
them just because someone 
may not like you, you have to 
go beyond that. You’re always 
going to run into difficult sit-
uations and different kinds of 
people, and you have to get 
beyond that person’s igno-

rance.

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE FOR 
PEOPLE TO REMEMBER ABOUT 
YOUR HUSBAND?

That he loved God, he 
loved and respected every-
one. It’s also important to 
note that no matter how busy 
he got, the girls and I came 
first. He would always take 
time for us. Clementa would 
hear everyone’s point of view. 
Many of his colleagues called 
him one of the most peaceful 
people that they knew.

DO YOU SOMETIMES ASK 
YOURSELF WHY THIS DIDN’T 
HAPPEN TO SOMEONE ELSE?

I don’t because it shouldn’t 
happen to anyone else.

HOW HAVE YOU HANDLED 
THE PRESSURE OF BEING IN 
THE PUBLIC EYE?

Before the tragedy, most 
people didn’t even really rec-
ognize me. When the trage-
dy happened and the media 
started coming around and 
started coming to my house, 
I had to go into protection 
mode to make sure that my 
girls were cared for.

I’m a mother first.

Gym in case of rain.

MAY 5 BIKER BLESSING
A Biker, Brunch and Blessing is 10:15 
a.m. May 5 at Providence Spirituality 
& Conference Center, St. Mary-of-
the-Woods. Sisters Jan Craven and 
Paula Damiano, along with Father 
Daniel Hopcus will facilitate the 
blessing and those attending the 

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 
Marshall, Illinois 62441

Ford

Your new

adventure 
awaits at Dorsett!

Toll Free: 
1-866-826-FORD

Bus. Phone:
(217) 826-2346

Serving the Wabash Valley
For 20 years!

1002 S. 6th Street  • Marshall, IL

618-553-4328

Lincoln Trail Family 
         Restaurant

May Wine & Dine
Tuesday, May 14, 2019  - 6 p.m.
May Theme: “Like” Mom used to make.
This is a ticketed event with ADVANCE purchase required!

Deadline for ticket purchase is Wednesday, May 8 or until sold out.
Enjoy a 4-course plated meal with wine pairings.

TICKETS ON SALE NOW AT THE RESTAURANT
You may also call the restaurant during business hours to reserve 

your tickets and complete your transaction via phone.
Tickets sales are final, non-refundable but are transferable.

$40 per person, gratuity not included.

217-826-8831

Monday - Friday 9am-6pm,
Saturday 9am - 5pm, Sunday 12-5

812-232-7456 / 812-466-9992
2355 3rd Ave., Terre Haute

New
Furniture 
Arrivals 
Daily!

Spring Fever Sale

I would like to give my sincere thanks 
to ECSSAA for the dedication shown to 
this community and for the opportunity 

to serve you over the past 15 years.
Best wishes as you move forward to 

provide continued outstanding medical 
services to the people of Vermilion 

County.

Roger Faulk
Faulk’s Garage

Thank You

TONIGHT’S
THE NIGHT!

ASSOCIATE
FROM PAGE 5B

“I try to keep in mind on a 
daily basis the commitment 
the sisters have to works of love, 
mercy and justice,” Dannels 

said. “I am happy to have built 
close relationships with my 
sister companions and keep in 
contact with them.”

Accepted candidates attend 
an orientation at Saint Mary-
of-the-Woods in October. 

Following the orientation, the 
candidate and companion usu-
ally meet once a month for the 
coming year.

Those feeling a call to cre-
ate a more just and hope-filled 
world should consider allying 

with the Sisters of Providence.  
Learn more at ProvidenceAs-
sociates.org or contact Provi-
dence Associate Co-Director 
Sister Sue Paweski at 312-909-
7492 or at spaweski@spsmw.
org to request an application. 

he said. “We’re proud of them. 
It’s not an easy thing to do to 
resist.”

The congregation, which 
predates the establishment of 
the state of Nebraska in the 
19th century, now has about 
350 active members.

In 1997, its then pastor, 
Jimmy Creech, performed 
a same-sex blessing for two 
women on church grounds. 
After a church member com-
plained, Creech was put on 
trial and defrocked.

More recently, the church 
council voted to host same-
sex weddings should its clergy 

choose to perform them and 
to withhold funding, or appor-
tionments, to the denomina-
tion for the remainder of the 
year.

Even supporters of the 
church’s LGBTQ bans ac-
knowledged the confirmands’ 
decision was novel.

“I’m not aware of anything 
like that having occurred,” said 
the Rev. Keith Boyette, pres-
ident of the Wesleyan Cove-
nant Association, a group that 
supports the ban on LGBT 
clergy.

Referring to the confirma-
tion class’ joint letter, Boyette 
said he’d be surprised if they 
wrote it themselves.

But Tim Fickenscher, a re-
tired junior high school teacher 
who taught the confirmation 
class, said the adults had lit-

tle to do with it. (The confir-
mands did not want to speak 
individually to reporters but 
only as a group.)

The idea originated about a 
month ago, Fickenscher said, 
when two girls announced 
they didn’t want to join a 
denomination that denies 
LGBTQ full rights.

Fickenscher explained what 
that meant. For one, they 
wouldn’t be allowed to vote at 
churchwide meetings. He also 
made it clear that others in the 
confirmation class may have 
different opinions.

But in the end, the other 
youth decided they, too, want-
ed to join in the protest.

“It was a very thoughtful, 
well-discussed decision,” Fick-
enscher said. “We tried to give 
the kids as much latitude in 

decision-making as we could.”
On Friday, the United Meth-

odist Church’s top court up-
held most of the February vote 
regarding LGBTQ.

The Judicial Council also 
ruled that a clergy member 
who performs a same-sex wed-
ding will face a minimum one-
year suspension without pay 
for the first offense and a loss of 
credentials for the second.

The new rules will take effect 
in January 2020.

The council also upheld an 
exit plan that allows churches 
to leave the denomination with 
their property over decisions 
made at the special session.

That is something First Unit-
ed Methodist is considering.

Little, who came on as pas-
tor in July, said the church 
council voted on April 2 to 

hold small group discussions 
about whether to remain in the 
United Methodist Church. He 
said the church would consider 
three options: staying and con-
tinuing to resist church rules in 
solidarity with LGBTQ peo-
ple; affiliating with another de-
nomination such as the United 
Church of Christ, which gives 
LGBTQ people full rights; or 
becoming an independent, 
non-denominational congre-
gation.

In the April church newslet-
ter, Little wrote, “a significant 
part of the church of my youth 
and the church I have fought so 
hard for these last 27 years of 
my ministry died in St. Louis 
this past February.”

But he said he would remain 
as pastor as long as the church 
would have him.

event will be greeted by the Sisters 
of Providence with prayers for safety 
on the road. All riders are invited to 
stay for Brunch at the O’Shaugh-
nessy Dining Hall following the 
blessing at a reduced rate of $15.25, 
if they register prior to the event. In 
addition, each rider and passenger 
will receive a special memento to 
carry on their travels. There is no 
cost to attend the blessing. For more 
information, visit Events.Sistersof-
Providence.org or call 812-535-2952 
or email jfrost@spsmw.org.

MAY 10 FUNDRAISING EVENT
The Pleasant Hill Christian Church 
is doing a Benefit Night 4-8 p.m. 
May 10 at the Paris Burger King. 
Customers visiting the restaurant 
during Benefit Night get the ad-
vantage of not preparing a meal, 
no dishes to wash and supporting a 

great cause. All proceeds go to the 
Pleasant Hill Building Fund.

MAY 21 WOMEN’S LUNCH
The Christian Women’s Connection 
of Terre Haute monthly luncheon is 
11 a.m. May 21 in the MCL meeting 
room at Meadows Shopping Center. 
The speaker is Sharon Cicardo dis-
cussing relationships and music is 
by Pastor Andy Fishback. Christine 
Niemeyer of the Lili Pad at the Mead-
ows Shopping Center is the special 
feature. Call 812-234-7388 or 812-
249-3084 to make reservations.

MAY 21 PHS BACCALAUREATE
A baccalaureate service for the 
Paris High School Class of 2019 is 
7 p.m. May 21 at the First United 
Methodist Church. The public is in-
vited to attend the service for the 
students.
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Veteran Major League Baseball 
pitcher Rich Hill has opened up about 
his newborn son, Brooks, who passed 
away in 2014, in an emotional essay.

Hill, 39, who currently pitches for 
the Los Angeles Dodgers, penned a 
letter to the Players’ Tribune regarding 
his second son. He wrote Brooks was 
born the day after Christmas in 2013. 
Hill wrote that doctors ordered an 
MRI after noticing his son’s head was 
slightly smaller than most newborns 
his size. 

“I knew it was going to be bad as 
soon as I opened that door,” Hill re-
called. “I didn’t know how bad, neces-
sarily. But I started bracing myself for 
the worst almost immediately.”

Hill and his wife, Caitlin, had just 
been summoned into an extremely 
depressing boardroom at MassGeneral 
Hospital for Children. There were two 
doctors, a nurse and a doctor’s assistant 
sitting at a large circular table.

None of them were smiling.
Before entering that meeting, Hill 

said the couple’s biggest concern about 
Brooks was he seemed to be having 
some trouble breastfeeding. But every-
thing about that room and the vibe and 
the looks on those doctors’ faces — it 
all just seemed so —  ominous, he not-
ed.

“The neurologist across the table 
pulled up Brooks’ brain scans on his 
computer,” he said. “That’s when ev-
erything changed for us.”

The former Boston Red Sox pitcher 

wrote doctors told him and his wife 
that his son had a serious brain mal-
formation. He wrote his son had a syn-
drome called Lissencephaly, which is 
described by the National Institute of 
Neurological Disorders and Stroke as 
a, “rare, gene-linked brain malforma-
tion characterized by the absence of 
normal convolutions [folds] in the ce-
rebral cortex and an abnormally small 
head[microcephaly].”

Hill wrote that newborns with the 
syndrome will experience a number 
of health issues — including a low life 
expectancy.

“Looking back on that winter five 
years ago when we found out Brooks 
was dealing with serious medical com-
plications, one of the first things that 
comes to mind is how we absolute-
ly never saw it coming,” he recalled. 
“Nothing from any of our doctors visits 
during Caitlin’s pregnancy alerted us to 
any potentially serious problems. And 
the delivery seemed to go fine.”

Hill and his wife were told to go 
home and get some rest after learning 
the news. However, when they tried to 
leave, their car wouldn’t start. The cou-
ple went back inside and spent some 
time with their son.

“Five years later, it’s safe to say that 
I’ve never been more grateful for car 
trouble in my entire life,” he said.

The family later learned that Brooks 
was experiencing kidney failure and 
wasn’t taking any protein in.

“It was just like every piece of news, 
every update … was bad,” Hill said in 
his essay.

The athlete said with the addition 
of kidney failure, Brooks was battling 
a condition that, “had occurred in only 
50 people worldwide.”

Thank God for Brice, Hill said.

“While everything was happening 
with Brooks, our older son was a con-
stant source of perspective for us,” he 
remembers.

When he came to the hospital for 
the first time a few days after Brooks 
was born, his long hair was flowing — 
and he had his pacifier in his mouth — 
his boogers were everywhere. “And it 
was just flat out wonderful,” his father 
said.

Brice brought the Toy Story dolls 
he’d received from Santa for Christ-
mas. “When he noticed that Brooks 
slept with a little blue bunny, he begged 
us to let him give his Woody doll to his 
little brother. At one point he even of-
fered to give Brooks his pacifier. It was 
just the cutest thing ever,” Hill said.

“It was like: This is love,” the Dodger 
pitcher said.

Eventually, Hill and his wife had to 
make the decision no parent should 
have to make: whether to continue 
treatment or take their son home to die.

“I’m not even sure where the words 
came from, to be honest. I just remem-
ber saying, we have to go home,” Hill 
wrote in his essay.

The worst question they were forced 
to consider, Hill said, was “How is our 
baby going to die?”

The other really difficult question 
for the Hills was whether they should 
try to shield Brooks’s passing from 
Brice. The couple had a long talk with 
their hospice doctor about it, “and 
something she said to us really hit 
home,” Hill said.

“Do you guys want Brice to feel like 
he is a part of your family?” she asked. 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The abuse of alcohol and 
drugs is not a solitary activity 
that harms just the one person. 
Often unseen is the anguish 
and devastation inflicted on 
the families and friends of an 
addict.

Mary Beth Walls has first-
hand knowledge of the pain 
and frustration that accompa-
nies a desire to help someone 
with an addiction. 

“I have lived this for 12 
years,” said Walls.

Her daughter got involved 
with drugs while a Paris High 
School student, although Walls 

has since learned the exper-
imentation started in eighth 
grade. 

“The people she experi-
mented with were able to put it 
aside and go on with their lives, 
but she wanted more,” Walls 
said.

It was a time fraught with 
anxiety, second-guessing, 
embarrassment, uncertainty, 
financial loss, mistrust and 
grasping to control things that 
were beyond Walls’ ability to 
control.

“My daughter had a problem 
I had to solve,” she said regard-
ing her thought process at the 
time.

At one point, Walls slept 
with the car keys under her pil-
low and if prescription medica-
tion was in the house that too 
was under her pillow when she 
slept. 

Initially, Walls thought her 
daughter was going through 
a rebellious phase as a high 
school student and it wasn’t 
until the girl was a sophomore 
or junior the drug problem was 
revealed.

Walls sent her daughter to a 
special school in Louisiana that 
was supposed to turn addicts 
around. It didn’t, but it did 
drain the bank account.

Her daughter did several re-

habilitation and recovery pro-
grams, but nothing worked.

“I thought she was dead sev-
en times, and I wrote her funer-
al arrangements twice when 
she was missing. I thought I 
lost my daughter,” she said.

Despite the best precau-
tions, family belongings like 
electronic devices that could 
easily be converted to cash 
went missing and another con-
sequence of the drug use was 
an unplanned pregnancy.

“I was entering my fifties and 
raising a one-year-old child,” 
said Walls.

The bottom came for Walls 
when she got a call from a half-

way house where her daughter 
was going through yet another 
recovery, stating the girl had 
left and was no longer able to 
participate. Her daughter’s be-
longings were placed in a trash 
bag and the family was asked to 
come and get them.

At that point, Walls’ daugh-
ter was on the streets without 
money or a phone and nobody 
knew where she was.

“I prayed for an end. I need-
ed God to take over,” said 
Walls. “Who does that? Who 
wishes for a death to get over 
an addiction. That was my bot-
toming out.”

From that point, Walls start-

ed a journey of changing how 
she coped with her daughter’s 
addiction. She realized prior to 
that point her biggest fear was 
the embarrassment that would 
come if her daughter was ar-
rested and people found out 
the truth.

Her daughter was arrested 
and the world didn’t end. She 
also learned of other families 
coping with addiction and see-
ing stories in the paper about 
the problems created by drug 
use and realized she was not 
alone in this struggle. 

Walls started doing research 
and going to hear speakers but 

Al-Anon group starts in Paris

“There’s no guidebook”

Garden still 
delayed

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The continuing wet and 
cold is putting farmers and 
gardeners on edge, and 
there is an additional strain 
for those anticipating a new 
Bee Well Community Gar-
den site in Paris this year.

“We are just kind of in a 
holding pattern,” Mary Liz 
Wright said about the com-
munity garden during the 
Bee Well Coalition meeting 
Thursday, May 2.

Wright said the coalition 
and Prospect Bank have still 
not finalized paperwork es-
tablishing a long-term lease 
to use bank property on 
Union Street for building 
a community garden. She 
added one hold up at this 
point is a question about in-
surance.

Community garden ad-
vocate Ron George cau-
tioned patience for the proj-
ect.

“All of the plans are there,” 
said George. “If we don’t get 
started right away, maybe 
we can still do something 
this year. There are a lot of 
late season plants we can 
use.”

Brandi Eaton reported 
on the Learn to Run project 
co-sponsored by the Edgar 
County Health Depart-
ment and Bee Well. Learn 
to Run teaches people how 
to run by gradually increas-
ing endurance with several 
training sessions through 
the week and on Saturday 
morning. The goal is by the 
end of the multi-week pro-
gram participants can run 
for 30-minutes.

The excitement, she said, 
is still there with partici-
pants asking about continu-
ing it beyond the scheduled 
termination date.

Eaton described the first 
year as a success with 31 
starting the first week and 
15 people remaining with 
the program at week four. 

“I expected some drop 
off,” said Eaton. “The rain 
hasn’t helped.”

She explained some of 
those who missed trainings 
because of the rain have quit 
from an assumption they 
are too far behind to catch 
up, but that is not the case.

Eaton said while the pro-
gram is Learning to Run the 

See BEEWELL, Page 8B

See AL-ANON, Page 8B

Special to The Prairie Press

Rich Hill, his wife, Caitlyn, son, Brice, and newborn son Brooks spend a moment 
together as a family. Hill, who pitches for the Los Angeles Dodgers, recently 
opened up about the loss of his newborn son and the pain the family endured.

Program helps families cope with a loved one’s addiction by offering support, encouragement in numbers

Bee Well of Edgar 
County considering 
adopting Blue Zone 
approach to health

 

Treang minor, non-emergency health condions  

362 days a year. 
(Closed Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas) 

1 Phipps Lane, Paris (across from the industrial park) 

Mon−Fri: 9am to 7pm 
Weekends: 10am to 6pm  

See HILL, Page 8B

Dodgers pitcher Rich Hill 
opens up about the pain of 
losing his infant son
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Discounted screenings at clinic
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Horizon Health is offering 
discounted health screenings 
7-9 a.m. Friday, May 10, at the 
Paris Clinic.

Leighsa Cornwell, com-

munity health and disease 
management coordinator at 
Horizon Health, will provide 
blood pressure, blood sugar 
and lipid panel (HDL, LDL 
and triglycerides) screenings 
for $25.

Blood sugar test patients 
are asked to fast eight hours 
prior to the screening.

Appointments are required 
and may be made by calling 
217-466-4228.

Rhine Cruise  
Sept. 25-Oct. 3, 2019

Book now to join our escorted depar-
ture from Bloomington, Champaign & 
Decatur that includes flights, shore 
excursions, cruise, nearly all meals, 
drinks, tips, taxes & travel insurance, 

from $4590* 

Only available through May 15.
For details see: steviejaytravel.com

Call 217 840-9913

Holland-Germany-France-Switzerland

*per person 
double

occupancy

Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

Win DAVE MATTHEWS BAND
VIP concert tickets plus $500! 
Register to win on our website

wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!

ONLINE AUCTION 
Ends: May 9th 7:30pm

LOCATION:
Effingham, IL

schmidauction.com

Model A's, Model T's,
 Rare 1931 Ford Tudor,
Ford Falcon, Old Ford &
Dodge Trucks, Tractors,

MORE!

Bid online @

“Or do you want to make it so 
this big thing that happened in 
Brice’s life will be something he 
wasn’t any part of?”

Hill said that was all the cou-
ple needed to hear. It was like, 
“No. Brice is a huge part of this 
family. He needs to be part of 
this with us.”

So the Hills took Brooks 
home, to be a family, togeth-
er — “all of us as one,” he 
wrote.

Hill added he was thankful 
for his eldest son Brice, who 
was able to spend time with 
his newborn brother. The 
family was able to spend time 
with Brooks who passed away 
on Feb. 24, 2014. 

Hill recalled his family 
singing “Take Me Out to the 
Ball Game” to Brooks in the 
final moments.

“Caitlin, Brice and I loved 
Brooks to the moon and back, 
and we miss him like crazy,” 
Hill wrote. “He remains a gi-
gantic part of our family to 
this day, and moving forward 

after his passing has not been 
easy.”

The pitcher said six days af-
ter the family buried Brooks, 
he returned to the Boston 
Red Sox camp in Ft. Myers, 
Fla.

“I remember at the time 
a lot of people felt like that 
might be too soon. But it was 
100 percent what we needed 
to do back then,” Hill wrote. 
“And I guess that’s a big part 
of what I’m trying to get 
at here. Just like there’s no 
guidebook for how to deal 
with hearing that your new-
born child has a medical con-
dition that will likely take his 
life, there’s also not one for 
when it’s OK to try to find 
some normalcy again in the 
aftermath of it all.”

Hill concluded his essay 
saying his son is still in his life 
in  many ways. 

He announced his family 
has launched a campaign to 
fundraise $1 million for Mass-
General Hospital for Chil-
dren. The Hill family donated 
$575,000 to the campaign.

“I know that we’re making 

Brooks proud. And that even 
though we’re no longer to-
gether, our son still sees just 
how much we love him,” he 
wrote.

Hill concluded his essay by 
noting he has never forgotten 
one thing the family’s hospice 
doctor said to him at Brooks’s 
burial. 

“She put her hand on my 
arm, and looked me straight 
in the eye, and was just like, 
‘Rich, be kind to yourself,’” he 
said.

That simple sentiment, 
those four words, made all 
the difference in the world, he 
noted. 

“It was almost like she was 
giving me permission to look 
out for myself and do what I 
needed to do in order to go on 
with life,” he wrote. “It sounds 
so simple. So obvious. Be 
kind to yourself.”

Hill said when grieving, it’s, 
“easy to blame yourself, and 
beat yourself up and just sab-
otage your own well-being, 
but you just absolutely have to 
try and remember to be kind 
to yourself.”

HILL
FROM PAGE 7B

information, techniques and 
practice apply equally to walk-
ing.

“I have some who are just 
walking,” said Eaton, adding 
one of those walking partici-
pants is 81.

In a related matter, Erin 
Frank announced the popular 

Fun Runs for children at Twin 
Lakes Park returns July 9-Aug. 
8. Fun Runs are for preschool 
children and those through el-
ementary school. 

Meets are twice a week and 
consist of dashes of varying 
lengths plus a half-mile and 
mile run.

Coalition members have 
been reading “Blue Zones,” 
a work exploring why lon-

was still hoping for informa-
tion pointing to a cure for her 
daughter. It wasn’t until she 
was able to accept she could 
not do anything that she was 
finally able to move her own 
life forward.

“I had to realize I didn’t 
cause it. I can’t control it, and 
I can’t cure it,” said Walls, add-
ing only her daughter has that 
power. “Understanding has 
helped me. Anybody who has 
lost a child should go for grief 
support. It’s the same support 
capacity that families with ad-
dicts need.”

Walls wants people to know 
her story and why she is active 
with the Community Addic-
tion Response and Education 
(CARE) coalition and has 
helped bring Al-Anon to Paris.

Al-Anon’s first meeting was 
6 p.m. April 29 at New Begin-
nings Church and meetings 
will continue at the same time 
every Monday.

Patterned after the Alco-
holics Anonymous 12-step 
program, Al-Anon is there to 
support families and friends 
of people battling an alcohol 
or drug addiction. The pro-
cess helps those confront-
ing the problem understand 
what their loved one is going 
through. It also provides the 
group support so people don’t 
feel isolated.

“It is a place where someone 
can come and be anonymous. 
What is said at the meetings 
stays at the meetings,” said 
Walls.

She also emphasized Al-
Anon is not affiliated with New 
Beginnings Church or other 
organization of any kind. In-

dependence is important to 
Al-Anon.

Walls said a person trying to 
overcome an addiction needs 
a higher power for help. The 
same is true for families of ad-
dicts trying to find some reso-
lution. 

For Walls, religious faith 
is her higher power but she 
quickly added that does not 
work for everyone and that is 
why Al-Anon does not affiliate 
with a church. 

Some people may find their 
higher power in a desire to be 
healthy, a relationship, a job, ex-
ercise or any number of other 
things that have nothing to do 
with a religious belief.

Her daughter has been clean 
for a couple of years, has found 
a sobriety program that works 
for her and attends meetings 
multiple times a week. It is a 
struggle and always will be. 

The danger of a relapse is al-
ways there and her daughter 
understands that because a 
good friend, who was clean for 
a long time, relapsed and died 
of an overdose after attending a 
group meeting.

Here are some things Walls 
has learned over the years she 
believes are important for the 
public to know.

Some people turn to addic-
tion after a traumatic event 
such as the death of a loved one 
or abuse. That is not the case 
for everyone. Depression is the 
issue for her daughter, and that 
depression has apparently ex-
isted since childhood.

“She said she always felt 
something wasn’t right, but as 
a child she couldn’t explain it,” 
Walls said.

She is angered by the un-
informed comments on so-
cial media slamming addicts 

as a low-life, worthless and a 
personal and moral failure be-
cause they can’t stop abusing. 
Her experience says otherwise 
and she is ready to argue with 
anybody who denies addiction 
is a disease.

“The medical profession 
says it is a disease,” said Walls. 
“No addict wanted to ruin their 
life. No addict wants to die of 
an overdose. They are truly un-
able to control their urges.”

Nothing a parent can do will 
cure a child of an addiction. 
Parents of a minor child are 
responsible for caring for that 
child but no amount of forced 
rehab or highly touted recov-
ery programs will work until 
an addict decides to make a 
change and is prepared to do  
the necessary hard work.

It is important to talk about 
addiction, which can strike 
any family. People can’t deal 

with this on their own and 
need a support network for 
their own and others’ educa-
tion. For that reason, Walls 
is disappointed at the lack of 
community response when 
CARE provides speakers ad-
dressing this issue from a first-
hand perspective.

Getting Al-Anon started 
here was a major accomplish-
ment and she will continue to 
work with that program and 
speaking out about what addic-
tion does to a family. Another 
goal is getting a drug court 
started in Edgar County so 
first-time offenders have access 
to resources for turning their 
lives around.

“They need hope,” Walls 
said.

Information about the local 
Al-Anon meetings, or meet-
ings in other communities, is 
available at alanon.org

gevity is common in some 
parts of the world and oth-
er places experience short-
ened life.

George was intrigued by 
the contrast of Okinawa 
where one side of the island 
still follows a traditional life 
style of eating fresh, whole-
food that is produced local-
ly. Those people are healthy 
and live a long time. 

The other side of the is-
land is urban with numer-
ous fast food outlets serv-
ing chemically enhanced 
processed food. The urban 
side does not rank so high in 
health standards. 

Kara Wilcoxon, a dieti-
cian at Paris Community 
Hospital, said while diet and 
exercise are important com-
ponents of a healthy life she 
often thinks that message 
meets with resistance be-
cause it implies people must 
change.

She was impressed by 
the “Blue Zones” emphasis 
on the importance of social 
interaction and having a pur-
pose in life as contributors to 
longevity.

The consensus was as 
more Bee Well members 
become familiar with “Blue 
Zones” the coalition can 
start emphasizing that ap-
proach for community im-
provement in 2020.

Call for dental coverage today
to help save money on big   
dental bills.

This is not just a discount plan.  
This is real dental insurance from 

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company 

that helps pay for over 350 procedures – 

cleanings, fillings, crowns, even dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible

• See any dentist you want –  

  including your own

• Preventive care starts immediately

• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

*Individual Plan. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Network providers subject to 
change. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this 
type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, 
NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy 
P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN) Rider kinds B438/B439
6197

Ask about Network Savings!
Over 470,000 Provider Locations Nationwide

Call now  
to get this

FREE  
Information Kit

AW19-1032

1-888-986-3194
dental50plus.com/prairie
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Puzzles ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across
1. “The Sound of Music” backdrop
5. Kennel cry
9. Book of maps
14. Attack, with “into”
15. Sundae topper, perhaps
16. Glove material
17. Certain surgeon’s “patient”
18. Property of being alluring
20. Brought on board
22. Daughter of Saturn
23. Process restricted to 
discontinuous time sequences
26. “Chicago” lyricist
29. Absorbed, as a cost
30. Grassland
31. Clothing
33. Perfumes
36. Face-to-face exam
37. One who facilitates the sale of 
land (3 wds)
42. Halo, e.g.
43. Charms used in an African 
sorcery belief
44. Influenza
47. “... ___ he drove out of sight”
48. Charge
51. Ground cover
52. Tools can be _____-_______
56. Forming a basis
57. Void
58. To withdraw money from use
63. Honey
64. Come to mind
65. “... happily ___ after”
66. Building additions
67. Verb with thou
68. Big game
69. Attends

Down
1. Respiration disorder
2. Rodeo rope
3. Capital on the Missouri
4. Aerodynamic
5. ___ constrictor
6. “A jealous mistress”: Emerson

7. To vomit
8. “M*A*S*H” setting
9. Rise
10. Sounds of reproof
11. “Fantasy Island” prop
12. “Much ___ About Nothing”
13. Clinton, e.g.: Abbr.
19. “Mi chiamano Mimi,” e.g.
21. Dolce (Italian)
24. Flashed signs
25. “The Faerie Queene” division
26. Cork’s country
27. Breakfast staple
28. Boxing prize
32. Clothing
33. High-five, e.g.
34. Bar bill
35. Animal in a roundup
37. From ___ to riches

38. Coin featuring Leonardo 
da Vinci’s Vitruvian Man
39. Bone-dry
40. All ___
41. Up, in a way
45. Krypton, e.g.
46. “___ on Down the Road”
48. Big ending
49. Allow
50. Exit
53. Restrained
54. Antipasto morsel
55. Feelings
56. Big cheese
58. Code word
59. Victorian, for one
60. ___-Atlantic
61. #26 of 26
62. “To ___ is human ...”

CROSSWORD

blood-brain barrier membrane 
instantly binding to the brain 
neural receptors. It acts as an 
anesthetic by interfering with 
information processing. The 
initial response is a high cal-
orie sugar kick of energy and 
a feeling of pleasure from do-
pamine receptor interference. 
These responses are short. 

As ethanol concentration 
increases it becomes a central 
nervous system depressant. It 
deadens the sense of feeling, 
slows thinking and slurs 
speech. 

It also interferes with a 
natural enzyme in the blood 
that directs water back to 
the kidney from the bladder. 
Without the enzyme’s control, 
the bladder removes too much 
water from the system leading 
to dehydration. 

In the liver, alcohol disrupts 
the breakdown of fats for 
energy. Fat builds up inside 
the liver where it also disrupts 

the insulin processing of blood 
sugar. The sharp spike in blood 
sugar followed by a rapid 
drop several hours later on a 
dehydrated system causes the 
headache and hangover con-
dition. A diabetic experiences 
a diabetic hangover from the 
same large drop in blood sugar 
combined with a rapid spike 
on a dehydrated body.

This weekend there is 
plenty to celebrate. There is 
the Kentucky Derby Saturday, 
then Sunday the anniversary 
of the Scopes Monkey Trial 
start, the day Alan Shepherd 
made the historic first flight 
into space, along with, well of 
course, Cinco de Mayo.  Enjoy 
the weekend but remember – 
all things in moderation. 

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The following titles were add-
ed to the Paris Public Library 
collection during April. 

FICTION
Courting Mr. Lincoln – Louis 
Bayard
The Malta Exchange (large 
print) – Steve Berry
Wolf Pack – C.J. Box
The Better Sister – Alafair 
Burke
When We Left Cuba – Chanel 
Cleeton

The Last Second (large print) 
– Catherine Coulter
The Gardener of Eden – David 
Downie
Wild Justice (large print) – Lo-
ren D. Estleman
Blood Oath – Linda Fairstein
The Patient One – Shelley 
Shepard Gray
Light! Camera! Action! – Par-
nell Hall
The Memory House – Rachel 
Hauck
The A List (large print) – J.A. 
Jance
Dark Tribute (large print) – 

Iris Johansen
Torture of the Mountain Man 
(large print) – William W. 
Johnstone
We All Fall Down – Daniel 
Kalla
Two Weeks (large print) – 
Karen Kingsbury
White Elephant – Julie Langs-
dorf
Six in the Wheel (large print) – 
Frank Leslie
Wolves of Eden (large print) – 
Kevin McCarthy
Cookin’ the Books – Amy Pa-
tricia Meade

Deep Harbor (large print) – 
Fern Michaels
18th Abduction – James Pat-
terson 
The First Lady – James Patter-
son
Miracle at St. Andres – James 
Patterson
The Huntress – Kate Quinn
Welcome to Moonlight Har-
bor – Sheila Roberts
Miss Julia Takes the Wheel 
(large print) – Ann B. Ross
Herons Landing – JoAnn Ross
The Editor (large print) – Ste-
ven Rowley

NEW AT THE LIBRARY

Ghosts of Gotham – Craig 
Schaefer
Someone Knows – Lisa Scot-
toline
The Uninvited Corpse – Debra 
Sennefelder
Silent Night – Danielle Steel
Snowhook – Jo Storm
The Cliff House – RaeAnne 
Thayne
American Princess – Stephanie 
Marie Thornton
Wild Card (large print) – Stu-
art Woods

NONFICTION
The Minimalist Home – Josh-
ua Becker
Elements of Family Style – 
Erin Gates
Hello, Stranger: My Life on the 
Autism Spectrum – Barbara 
Moran
A Woman of No Importance – 
Sonia Purnell
The Story of Britain – Roy 
Strong
Defying Hitler – Gordon 
Thomas

AUDIOBOOKS
Winter Loon – Susan Bern-

hard
Wild Bill – Tom Clavin
No Sunscreen for the Dead – 
Tim Dorsey
The Girl in the Glass Box – 
James Grippando
Girl, Stop Apologizing – Ra-
chel Hollis
The Wedding Guest – Jona-
than Kellerman
The Tattooist of Auschwitz – 
Heather Morris
The First Lady – James Patter-
son
The Fifth Doctrine – Karen 
Robards
Black and Blue – David Ros-
enfelt
Silent Night – Danielle Steel

DVDs
Aquaman
Victoria, season 3
Mrs. Wilson (PBS Master-
piece)
A Dog’s Way Home
Fantastic Beasts: the Crimes of 
Grindelwald
Mary Poppins Returns
Ralph Breaks the Internet
Spider-Man into the Spi-
der-Verse

Chrisman UMC banquet
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHRISMAN – The annu-
al Mother/Daughter/Friend 
Banquet of the Chrisman 
United Methodist Church is 
6 p.m., Thursday, May 16, in 
the church’s basement dining 
room, 116 E. Monroe Avenue.  

It is a potluck dinner, so 
those attending are asked to 
furnish a favorite covered 
dish. Plates, silverware, drinks 

and rolls are supplied.
The guest speaker is Joy 

Stewart, the innkeeper at the 
Old Brick Inn in Chrisman.  
She will be sharing interesting 
information about her travel 
to Israel. 

The event is open to all in-
terested parties and member-
ship in the church is not a re-
quirement. More information 
is available by contacting Jane 
Murray, 217-269-2325.

Newspapers reach 74% of Internet users in  
an average week across multiple platforms and devices.

More than 161 million adults read newspapers  
in print, online and on mobile devices in the past week.

Multiple platforms are used by 54% of consumers 
who access newspaper content in an average week.

Newspaper media consumers act on newspaper 
digital ads – 66% took action on an ad in the past month.

Newspaper circulars are used by 73%  
of newspaper media users in an average month.

Source: Frank N. Magid Associates Inc., 2012 Newspaper Multiplatform Usage Study; Scarborough Research

Anytime,  
anywhere.

Reach desirable audiences on trusted media brands.

Newspaper Media: In Print. Online. Anytime.

www.newspapermedia.com

In print. Online. On-the-go.

www.prairiepress.net
KNOWLEDGE IS FREE — AND NOW DELIVERED  

24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 
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DIRECTION

Having a yard sale? You get up to 40 words that will reach 7,225 homes 
and businesses in Edgar County twice (two weeks in a row), three 
heavy-duty, all-weather signs (like the one surrounding this ad), 140 

217-921-3216 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944

fluorescent green pre-priced labels, tips for a no hassle sale, pre-sale 
checklist, sales record form.  All for $1000!!!! 

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Looking for residential 
or businesses to clean, 
10 years experience.
References on request, 
call 217-504-3985

Spesard Culvert Sales, 
Ridge Farm, IL. Steels and 
aluminum culverts. Plastic tile 
and fittings. 8-inch to 36-inch in 
stock. Up to 144-inch available. 
217-304-1005.

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Spring/Summer sale.  Twice 
as nice for half the price! 
Insured. Free Estimates.  Call 
217-251-1800

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Spring/Summer sale.
Insured.
Free estimates.
217-251-1800

SPRING CLEANUP
Power Washing
Painting
Landscaping
Mulching
Trimming
FREE ESTIMATES
call Gary 217-264-6444

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, 
Downtown Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electronics, 
baby furniture, antiques. One 
item to a complete household. 
Call Robin today.
open Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat.
 9 am-5 pm. 
We pay cash!

Back Door Garage Area Sale
417 Prairie St., Paris
May 10 & 11, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Furniture, Antiques, Bears, Books 
& Americana

Yard Sale
903 Oak Street
Marshall, IL
Sat., 5/4, 7am-3pm
Thurs., 5/9, 7am-2pm
Fri., 5/10, 7am-3pm
Sat., 5/11, 7am-4pm
Clean, Organized, Annual sale.
Kids toys, wagon, clothing. Signs, 
collectibles, antiques, PHS and 
MHS yearbooks, Adult Clothing, 
hand tools, kids gloves and bats, 
Hundreds of Cardinals, Cubs, 
Colts, etc., vintage baseball 
cards.
Please share address with your 
friends!  Don’t miss out on one of 
the best!

Garage Sale
407 Milton St., Paris
5/3 - 10am-5pm
5/4 - 9am-2pm

Marshall Community Wide Yard 
Sale
Saturday, May 11, 2019 8:00 
am-1:00 pm
Map of locations will be available 
on the Marshall Chamber of 
Commerce and Marshall Main 
Street websites and Facebook 
pages. A map can be picked up at 
the Marshall Public Library

INSIDE SALE
150 E Wood Street, The Good 
Stuff Shop
lots of ‘good stuff’
Wed - Sat 10 am - 4 pm

GARAGE SALE
920 E Wood Street
Thursday May 9, 12:00-5:00 pm
Friday, May 10 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Saturday May 11, 9:00 am - ?
Girls 0-6 months, 4T, 10-12, 
Boys 4T
Jrs. XS-S (extra nice)
Womens clothes XL-3X, Lula Roe
Toys; Kitchen Set, Doll Bed, Dolls, 
Vacuum, lots more.
Battery operated 3 wheeler , 
Barbie Jeep, slide, toaster, coffee 
pots, fry baby, Instant Pot, much 
more
Scentsy Pots, Country table with 
2 chairs, lots of decorations, 
Americana, Longaberger Baskets, 
lamps, sports hat collection, 
collectibles & more
Janet Tyler

MOVING SALE
417 Prairie St, Paris
Fri. 5/10, Sat., 5/11
Sat., 5/18
Fri., 5/31, Sat., 6/1

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped 
over a million families find senior 
living.  Our trusted, local advisors 
help find solutions to your unique 
needs at no cost to you. Call 
1-844-363-6919

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW 
YEAR. BECOME AN AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA 
APPROVED TRAINING. 
FINANCIAL AID IF QUALIFIED. 
JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. 
CALL AIM 800-481-8312

Local company seeking a 
full-time driver. Class A CDL 
required. All local driving. 100% 
company paid health insurance 
plus pension. call 217-465-7621

JOB OPENING
Extension Educator,
4-H Youth Development - Unit 
20
University of Illinois Extension 
is seeking an individual to 
provide educational leadership 
for program delivery in Unit 
20 (Clark, Crawford, and 
Edgar Counties).  Master’s 
degree related to subject matter 
emphasis required.  To view 
complete job description and 
apply, visit https://go.illinois.
edu/113719.
Closing date is May 27, 2019.
The U of I is an EEO Employer/
Vet/Disabled - www.inclusiveilli-
nois.illinois.edu

Position Title:  Half Time 
Teacher
Department:  Business
Location:  KUSD #3, Kansas 
Schools
Qualifications:  ISBE approved 
licensing
Salary/Benefits:  Contractual 
salary
To Apply:  Send a resume and 
cover letter to Superintendent 
John Hasten, KUSD #3, P.O. 
Box 350, Kansas, IL  61933 or 
hastenj@kansas.k12.il.us

We are Hiring an EXPERIENCED 
cook with a Food License: 
Hours are 10am to 6pm. Fill out 
application online or stop in and 
fill one out 
the-oaks-manorbusiness.site 
217-346-2042

We are looking for pizza 
makers, kitchen cooks and 
dishwashers to join our team 
at Joe’s Pizza.
Must be dependable, trustworthy, 
and able to work in a fast-paced 
environment.
Outstanding job performance 
and dependability will be 
rewarded with pay increases.
Please apply in person at Joe’s 
Pizza, 226 W Court St, Paris.
No phone calls please.

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Bauermeister K-9 Training. Over 
40 years of experience offering 6 
week obedience class
beginning 5-7-19-$90.00
call 217-275-3465

1 Bedroom House
Newly remodeled
Taking applications
Unfurnished, No pets
Adults.  For viewing call 
217-465-4229

2 Bedroom House for Rent
$565/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

3 Bedroom house for rent
$650/mo + deposit
217-463-8800
Leave message

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Mobile home for rent.
2 bedroom, stove and 
refrigerator.
Furnished.
$450 per month.
References, lease & deposit 
required.
217-251-2184

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 2br apt 
$550+dep 
Central air. 
217-466-8210

*** THE BOAT DOCK *** 
We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 
217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

*** Colman’s RV *** 
We buy/consign used 
Campers & RV’s! 
217-583-4023 
www.colmansrv.com

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. 
Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! 
All conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. 
Call for details. 
844-494-3143

Morel Mushrooms 
$45/lb or $25/half lb.
Call 217-460-0117

For Sale
Genie Scissor Lift
Model # 1930
With 237 hours.
With a 7’ x 20’ Sure-Trac Tilt 
Trailer.
217-232-5587

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on April 15, 2019 a certificate was 
filed in the Office of the County 
Clerk of Edgar County, Illinois, 
setting forth the names and 
post office address of all of the 
persons owning, conducting and 
transacting the business known 
as: 

TASTY SMELLS
Located at: 718 Water St., 
Paris, IL 61944

Owner(s): Stephanie Johnston
Dated: April 15, 2019

August H. Griffin
Edgar County Clerk

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS, 

IN PROBATE

In the matter of the Estate of
CINDY M. INGRAM, 
deceased
No.  2019-P-23

CLAIM NOTICE
 
  Notice is given of the death of 
CINDY M. INGRAM of Paris, Edgar 
County, Illinois.  Letters of Office 
were issued on April 11, 2019, to 
OPAL CRUNK, as Independent 
Administrator, 407 Milton Street, 
Paris, Illinois 61944,  whose attor-
ney is DREW P. GRIFFIN of JONES 
& GRIFFIN LAW OFFICES, P.C., 110 
E. Washington, P.O. Box 8, Paris, 
Illinois 61944.

  Claims against the Estate may 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 
61944, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before October 
21, 2019, and any claim not filed 
within that period is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with the 
clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within 10 days after it 
has been filed.

  DATED this 18th day of April, 
2019.

OPAL CRUNK, Independent 
Administrator of the Estate of
CINDY M. INGRAM, deceased

Drew P. Griffin
JONES & GRIFFIN LAW OFFICES, P.C. 
110 E. Washington, 
P.O. Box 8
Paris, IL 61944
Tele: (217) 465-7525
Fax:  (217) 466-2230

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS, 

IN PROBATE

In the matter of the Estate of 
ANTHONY URSO, JR., 
deceased
2019-P-11
                    
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS – 

ORDER APPOINTING 
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATOR
OF DECEDENT’S ESTATE 

- INTESTATE

  NOTICE IS GIVEN TO the unknown 
heirs of the decedent, ANTHONY 
URSO, JR., deceased, to the un-
known heirs of GERALDINE URSO, 
deceased, who was the mother of 
the decedent, to FRANK URSO, 
cousin of the decedent, whose 
address is unknown, to NICOLE 
ANDERSON, cousin of the dece-
dent, whose address is unknown, 
(each of said persons being 
hereinafter referred to as an “in-
terested party”)  that a Petition 
for Letters of Independent 
Administration filed herein March 
6, 2019, shows the decedent had 
unknown heirs, or heirs whose 
addresses or whereabouts are 
not known.  An Order Appointing 
Independent Administrator of 
Decedent’s Estate - Intestate was 
entered by the Court on April 9, 
2019, appointing SCOTT M. HALL 
as Independent Administrator of 
ANTHONY URSO, JR.’S Estate.  As 
an interested party, you are enti-
tled to receive notice of the filing 
of said Petition and the entry of 
said Order.

  Under independent admin-
istration, the Estate will be 
administered without Court 

supervision, unless independent 
administration is terminated pur-
suant to a Petition to Terminate 
Independent Administration, 
filed by an interested party.  As 
an interested party, you have 
the right under Section 28-4 
of the Probate Act (755 ILCS 
5/8-4) to request  supervised 
administration of this Estate, at 
any time during the administra-
tion of the Estate, by  mailing or 
delivering a Petition to Terminate 
Independent Administration to 
the Edgar County Circuit Clerk, 
at the address indicated below.  
If the Petitioner is a creditor, 
or non-residuary legatee, inde-
pendent administration will be 
terminated only if the Court finds 
that termination is necessary to 
protect the Petitioner’s interest.  A 
Petition in the following form, may 
be used to request termination of 
independent administration:

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS, 

IN PROBATE

In the matter of the Estate of 
ANTHONY URSO, JR., 
deceased
No.  ______________ 
                  

PETITION TO TERMINATE 
INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATION
I, ________________________, on 
oath state:
1.   On _______________, _____, 
an order was entered granting 
independent administration 
to _________________, as 
Independent Administrator.
2.   I am an interested person in 
this estate an heir/creditor.
3.   I request that independent 
administration be terminated.
________________________ 
Signature of Petitioner
Signed and sworn to before me 
this ____ day of ____________, 
_______.
    
________________________
 Notary Public   
                                                                               

End of Form

In addition to the right to request 
termination of independent 
administration, an interested 
person may petition the court to 
hold a hearing and resolve any 
particular question that may 
arise during independent admin-
istration, even though supervised 
administration has not been 
requested (755 ILCS 5/28-5).  
The Independent Administrator 
must mail a copy of the estate 
inventory and final account to 
each interested person and must 
send notice to or obtain the ap-
proval of each interested person 
before the estate can be closed 
(755 ILCS 5/28-6 and 5/28-11).  
Any interested person has the 
right to question or object to any 
item included in or admitted from 
an inventory or account or to 
insist on a full court accounting 
of all receipts and disbursements 
with prior notice as required in 
supervised administration (755 
ILCS 5/28-11).

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is further given of the 
death of ANTHONY URSO, JR., 
who resided in Edgar County, 
Illinois and that Letters of Office 
were issued on April 9, 2019, to 
SCOTT M. HALL, 707 Douglas 
Street, Paris, Illinois 61944, as 
Independent Administrator of the 
Estate, whose attorney is LARRY 
B. JONES.  Claims against the 
estate may be filed in the Office 
of the Circuit Clerk at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Room M, 
Paris, Illinois 61944, or with the 

representative, or both, on or 
before October 21, 2019, which 
is 6 months after the first date 
of publication of this Notice, or, if 
applicable, within 3 months from 
the date of mailing or delivery of 
this notice, whichever is later.  Any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred.  Copies of the claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

SCOTT M. HALL, Independent 
Administrator of the Estate of  
ANTHONY URSO, JR., deceased

Larry B. Jones ARDC #3122653
JONES & GRIFFIN LAW OFFICES, 
P.C.
Attorneys for the Independent 
Administrator
110 E. Washington, 
P.O. Box 8
Paris, IL 61944
Tele:  (217) 465-7525
Fax:   (217) 466-2230

Public Notice
Triple A Storage of Paris will sell 
or dispose of contents by May 15, 
2019 in units:
#2 to Eric Masles
#5 rented to Ronnie Lagrand
#20 rented to Angela Tingley
Pursuant to Self Storage Act

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given by the 
Board of Education of Community 
Unit School District No. 4 in the 
County of Edgar, State of Illinois 
that an amended budget for said 
School District for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2019, will be on 
file and conveniently available to 
public inspection at the Office of 
the Superintendent, 15601 U.S. 
Hwy 150, City of Paris, Illinois, 
from and after 8:00 A.M. on the 
6th day of May, 2019.

Notice is further hereby given 
that a public hearing on said 
budget amendment will be held at 
5:15 P.M. on the 12th day of June, 
2019, at the Crestwood School 
board room. 

Dated this 3rd day of May, 2019
Kit Magers
Secretary
Community Unit 
School District #4
County of Edgar
State of Illinois

The Village of Redmon is 
seeking sealed bids for con-
struction/remodeling work on 
the Village Hall.  Work to include 
replacing siding, re-framing 
window, replacing & adding entry 
doors & installing storm doors.  
For additional information please 
contact Mike Pine @ 217-251-
1690.  Proof of insurance must be 
provided with all bids.  Bids must 
be submitted by 7:00pm on May 
13th.

CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF JENNIFER J. THOMAS,
Deceased

No. 2019 P 20

CLAIM NOTICE

  Notice is given of the death of 
JENNIFER J. THOMAS.  Letters 
of Office were issued on April 4, 
2019 to Savanah Lindvall, 11271 
N. Creekside Drive, Monrovia, IN 
46157, administrator whose at-
torney is FRUIN & KASH (Richard 
M. Kash, Jr.), 129 N. Central Ave., 

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

COMING SOON!
Fabulous Edgar Co. Living 

Estate Auction

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

Sunday, June 2
Accepting consignments and 

offering CERTIFIED personal property appraisals!

STEPHANIE
KIRBY

Where Are You?

CALL
246-8900

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?
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Paris, IL 61944.

  Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Circuit 
Clerk of the Court at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 
61944, or with the representative, 
or both on or before November 5, 
2019, (which is at least six months 
from the date of first publication 
of this Notice) and any claim not 
filed within the applicable period 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

SAVANAH LINDVALL
Administrator

FRUIN & KASH
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 N. Central Ave.
Paris, IL 61944
Phone: 217/465-4196
FAX: 217/466-1213

Date:Thursday, May 23

Time: 11:45 a.m.

Place: Chester P. Sutton 
Community Center, 256 W. 
Court Street, Paris, IL 61944

At the listening session, 
Rides Mass Transit District 
will afford an opportunity for 
interested persons or agencies to 
comment about current service, 
improvement of service and 
routes. Interested persons may 

submit orally, or in writing, any 
comments. This may be done in 
person at the session, by phone 
at 618-253-8761 ext. 500312 or 
by US mail: Rides Mass Transit 
District, 30 Veterans Drive, 
Harrisburg, IL 62946. RMTD 
asks that any person hearing 
impaired wishing to attend this 
Listening Session notify RMTD at 
the number listed above at least 
one week before the scheduled 
session date so arrangements 
can be made to provide an 
interpreter.

INVITATION TO BID

Shiloh CUSD #1 is inviting the 
submission of sealed bids for 
cabinets and counter tops and 
the installation for the cabinets 
and counter tops.  These are for 
the home economics room.  It 
is highly recommended that 
bidders view the classroom prior 
to bidding.  Sealed bids are due 
in the district office by 9:00 AM 
on May 20, 2019, at which time 
bids will be publicly opened.  The 
Board of Education reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids.  
Bids will be evaluated on the basis 
of quality of cabinets and counter 
tops and reserves the right to 
accept the bid that the District 
deems to be the highest quality 
for the best price.  All work is to be 
completed no later than August 
6, 2019.  Bid specifications can 
also be emailed to interested 
bidders.  Contact:  Dr. Allen Hall, 
Superintendent, Shiloh CUSD #1, 

21751 N 575th Street, Hume, IL 
61932.  Ph. 217-887-2364 ext. 6.
Dated this 29th day of April, 2019
Renee Henry, Secretary
Board of Education
Shiloh CUSD #1
Counties of Edgar & Douglas
State of Illinois

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that a tentative Budget and 
Appropriation ordinance for 
Kansas Fire Protection District 
in Edgar County, Illinois, for the 
fiscal year beginning May 1, 2019 
and ending April 30, 2020, will be 
on file and conveniently available 
for public inspection at the 
Grandma’s Kitchen Restaurant 
and Kansas Village Library in 
Kansas, Illinois, by May 3, 2019.  

NOTICE IS FURTHER HEREBY 
GIVEN, that a public hearing on 
said Budget and Appropriation 
Ordinance will be held at 6:00 
p.m., on June 6, 2019, at the 
Kansas Fire Hall, Kansas, Illinois, 
and that final action on this 
ordinance will be taken by the 
Board of Trustees of said district 
at a meeting to be held at the Fire 
Hall, Kansas, Illinois, at 6:30 p.m. 
June 6, 2019.

DANNY MARRS
AMANDA HARMON
WILLIAM G STIFF
Trustees of Kansas Fire Protection 
District in Edgar County, Illinois

CALL 1-866-853-8433Promo code N7017

TM

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus up to $299 taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after Instant Rebate; upgrades available. Single supplement 
and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin for Grand Alaskan Cruise & Tour. For full Set Sail terms and 
conditions ask your Travel Consultant. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 5/31/19. Other terms and conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

ESCORTED TOUR EXPERTS – CALL FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE

GRAND ALASKAN 
CRUISE & TOUR

NATIONAL PARKS OF 
THE GOLDEN WEST

Enjoy 7 nights aboard Holland America 
Line’s ms Westerdam and 4 nights on land. 
You’ll cruise the Gulf of Alaska and the 
Inside Passage—a sea lane teeming with 
marine wildlife, where you’ll pass glaciers, 
mountains, and lush forests, with stops in 
Ketchikan, Skagway and Glacier Bay. On 
land, you’ll go deep into Denali National 
Park, tour Anchorage, and see the Alaska 
Wildlife Conservation Center.

See up to 9 of America’s national parks on 
this incredible tour! Start off in Las Vegas 
and continue to the Grand Canyon, Zion’s 
steep sandstone cliffs, rock hoodoos in 
Bryce Canyon, Monument Valley’s giant 
mesas, Arches National Park’s gravity-
defying rock arches, waterfalls and granite 
scenery in Yosemite, and towering sequoia 
trees in Kings Canyon—America’s natural 
beauty awaits!

12 days, departs July - September 2019 14 days, departs June - September 2019

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • 
Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay • 
Anchorage • Denali • and more

Grand Canyon • Monument Valley • 
Bryce Canyon • Zion • Arches and 
Canyonlands • Yosemite • and more

FROM
$1,749*

$1,499*

FROM
$1,849*

$1,599*

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Proposed Tariff Changes

Electric Service Schedule Ill. C. C. No. 1 

To the Electric Patrons of 
Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a Ameren Illinois:

Ameren Illinois (or the Company) hereby gives notice to the public that on April 18, 2019, it filed with 
the Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC or Commission) proposed changes in its rates and charges 
for electric delivery services throughout its territory in Illinois pursuant to its Rider MAP-P, perfor-
mance-based formula rate tariff, and updated its calculation of rates and charges per the formula rate 
tariff.  The changes are applicable to Ameren Illinois Rate Zones I, II and III, as more fully described below. 
The changes in rate schedule are proposed to take effect with the January 2020 billing period - after the 
Commission issues its final Order.  The Commission has up to 240 days to complete this proceeding and 
issue its final Order.
This filing conforms to Illinois Public Acts 097-0616, 097-0646 and 098-0015 (the “Law”).  These Public 
Acts also require the Company to spend $625 million in electric system modernization investments over 
a 10-year period. This modernization will benefit customers and create 450 new jobs during the peak 
program year.  In addition, the Law requires the Company to meet various performance metrics intended 
to increase reliability, reduce outage durations and provide improved service to customers, or be subject 
to financial penalties.  
The proposed updated formula rate revenue requirement results in an overall annual decrease of $7.23 
million from the electric revenue requirement last ordered by the ICC in Docket No. 18-0807, modified 
to include the advance of tax reform cost reductions resulting from the federal Tax Cut and Jobs Act of 
2017.  Proposed rates in this proceeding will reflect rate design changes, including continued movement 
towards rate uniformity among the same Rate Classes in different Rate Zones.
For the DS-1 Residential Delivery Service classification, the proposed decreases in electric delivery ser-
vice and electric distribution tax (EDT) cost recovery revenue are 2.5, 2.5 and 2.4 percent for Rate Zones 
I, II and III, respectively.  
The rates for delivery service and EDT cost recovery constitute only a portion of the total bill of a cus-
tomer currently taking bundled electric service from Ameren Illinois or taking supply service from a 
third-party supplier.  The following compares the Company’s proposal to the bundled bill (delivery ser-
vice charges that are in effect today and purchased power charges effective through May 2019) for res-
idential customers: 
1) For a residential customer using 5,000 kWh annually (or average of 417 kWh monthly), the effect of the 
delivery service bill changes being proposed by the Company produces an average monthly decreases 
of $0.66, $0.66 and $0.66 (or -1.2%, -1.2% and -1.2%  monthly bill changes for bundled service) in Rate 
Zones I, II and III, respectively. 
2) For a residential customer using 10,000 kWh annually (or average of 833 kWh monthly), the effect of 
the delivery service bill changes being proposed by the Company produce an average monthly decreases 
of  $1.14, $1.13 and $1.13 (or -1.3%, -1.3% and -1.3% monthly bill changes for bundled service) in Rate 
Zones I, II and III, respectively.
3) For a residential customer using 18,000 kWh per year (or average of 1,500 kWh monthly), the effect 
of the delivery service bill changes being proposed by Company produce an average monthly decreases 
of $1.63, $1.62 and $1.62 (or -1.2%, -1.2%, and -1.2% monthly bill changes for bundled service) in Rate 
Zones I, II and III, respectively. 
For non-residential customers, the proposed changes in electric delivery service and EDT cost recovery 
revenue for each of the three Rate Zones are as follows:
• For DS-2, Small General Delivery Service, -0.3, -0.3 and -0.3 percent decreases for Rate Zones 
I, II and III, respectively;
• For DS-2 (Optional Charges), Small General Delivery Service, -1.1, -0.2, and -0.6 percent de-
creases for Rate Zones I, II and III, respectively; 
• For DS-3, General Delivery Service, 0.1, 0.2, and 0.3 percent increases for Rate Zones I, II, and 
III, respectively;
• For DS-4, Large General Delivery Service, 5.2, 15.6 and 4.9 percent increases for Rate Zones I, 
II and III, respectively;
• For DS-5, Lighting Service, -34.9, -41.6 and -41.2 percent decreases for Rate Zones I, II and III, 
respectively; and
• For DS-6 (Formerly DS-3), Temperature Sensitive Delivery Service, -9.6, -9.2 and -9.1 percent 
decreases for Rate Zones I, II and III, respectively.
• For DS-6 (Formerly DS-4), Temperature Sensitive Delivery Service, -9.5, -5.1 and -10.6 percent 
decreases for Rate Zones I, II and III, respectively.

A copy of the proposed change in schedule may be inspected at the Ameren Illinois offices at 300 Liberty 
Street, Peoria, Illinois or online at www.icc.illinois.gov/e-docket/.
Customers should be advised that the Commission may alter or otherwise amend the rates or conditions 
of service after hearings are held pursuant to 83 Ill. Adm. Code Part 200, and may increase or decrease 
individual rates in amounts other than those requested by Ameren Illinois
All parties interested in this matter may obtain information with respect thereto either directly from 
Ameren Illinois or by addressing the Chief Clerk of the Illinois Commerce Commission, 527 East Capitol 
Avenue, Springfield, Illinois 62706.

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY
d/b/a Ameren Illinois

By: Richard J. Mark, President & CEO

CRESTWOOOD CITIZENSHIP AWARDS

Special to The Prairie Press

Six Crestwood students were honored as American Legion good citizens during a special assembly Monday, April 29. The citizen-
ship awards are presented each year by Paris American Legion Post 211 and are a school tradition. Pictured, from left, are sixth 
graders Gracie Watson and Koen Brinkerhoff, eighth grader Emily Wells, Paris Post 211 Commander Jim Robison, eighth grader Gus 
Parrish and seventh graders Harris Romero and Annie Li.

MAYO CITIZENSHIP AWARDS

Special to The Prairie Press

Mayo Middle School honored its American Legion Good Citizenship awards for sixth, seventh and eighth graders Monday, April 29. 
Honored, from left, are sixth graders Chloe Thompson and Graham Templeton, eighth grader Zoe Sanders, Paris American Legion 
Post 211 Commander Jim Robison, eighth grader Ethan Vice and seventh grade winners Fermin Torres and Aubrey Wilson. Presenta-
tion of the good citizenship awards by the Paris American Legion is an annual tradition dating back more than 50 years.

BY GRANT MORGAN
Capitol News Illinois
gmorgan@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Un-
der legislation expected to 
receive a vote this week, 
contractors on state capital 
projects would be forced 
to pay their suppliers and 
subcontractors on a tighter 
schedule. 

“This is to help our small 
businesses grow,” state Sen. 
Ram Villivalam (D-Chi-
cago) said during a news 
conference Tuesday at the 
capitol.

Villivalam’s legislation, 
Senate Bill 104, shortens 
from 15 calendar days to 
seven business days the 
payment deadline for a con-
struction project’s prime 
contractor to pay the smaller 
subcontractors and material 
suppliers of a project.

“There’s no excuse to not 
ensure that small businesses 
have prompt payment,” Vil-
livalam said.

Dan Johnson, a lobbyist 
representing the Hispanic 
American Construction In-
dustry Association and the 
Federation of Women Con-
tractors, said a week’s worth 
of cash flow means a lot to 
subcontractors, which are 
often small, growing busi-
nesses owned by minorities 
or women.

“We need our subcon-
tractors to be strong,” John-
son said. “An extra week of 
cash flow makes a big differ-
ence.”

As originally introduced, 
the bill would have made 
state agencies pay subcon-

Bill would force 
quicker payments 
on state projects
Lobbyist said 
intent is to help 
small businesses

tractors directly, as is becom-
ing increasingly common in 
private-sector construction 
projects. 

But, after pushback from the 
Illinois comptroller’s office, the 
Department of Transportation 
and prime contractors, the bill 
was amended to the form it 
takes now, Johnson said. 

IDOT is now neutral on the 
bill, but prime contractors, and 
road builders in particular, re-
main opposed.

The bill would make no 
changes to the state’s deadlines 
for paying prime contractors.

Johnson said that’s because 
the bill would primarily af-
fect contractors with IDOT 
and the state’s Capital Devel-
opment Board, which have 
consistently paid contractors 
on time with revenue streams 
from the state’s motor fuel 
tax. 

“That big general bills back-
log,” Johnson said, “it mostly 
affects other sectors like health 
care, human services, local 
governments and higher edu-
cation. 

“This bill is really just for 
the traditional subcontractors, 
people working on roads and 
on state buildings.” 

After receiving a bill dead-
line extension, SB 104 must 
clear the Senate by Thursday, 
May 2.

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216



NANCY ZEMAN,  
217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net

CONTACT  
US:

CONTACT  YOUR  
LEGISLATOR

SEN. CHAPIN ROSE (R)
217-607-1853
www.senchapinrose.com

SEN. DALE A. RIGHTER (R)
217-235-6033
www.dalerighter.com

REP. BRAD HOLBROOK (R)
217-782-8388
www.rephalbrook.com

REP. CHRIS MILLER (R)  
217-558-1040
repcmiller.com

SATURDAY,  
MAY 4, 2019 12B

CONTACT US:

217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.netSTATE

HAVE YOUR SAY

BRIEFLY
Actions in wake 
of ‘93 flood ease 
flood damage

BETTENDORF, Iowa (AP) 
— When the Mississippi River 
reached record levels 26 years 
ago, the overflowing water 
covered 400,000 square 
miles (1 million square kilome-
ters) and caused dozens of 
deaths in a disaster dubbed 
“The Great Flood of 1993.” But 
when the river exceeded those 
levels this week along parts of 
the river, the flooding affected 
much less land.

Officials say the difference 
comes down largely to actions 
taken by communities follow-
ing the 1993 flood, such as 
the erection of floodwalls and 
temporary flood barriers.

In Bettendorf, Iowa, a flood-
wall has largely protected the 
city from the record crest of 
22.7 feet (6.92 meters) set 
Thursday.

Bettendorf Mayor Bob Gal-
lagher said Friday that other 
actions helping mitigate flood 
damage included restored 
natural infrastructure, such 
as wetlands and marshes that 
can collect floodwater.

Police arrest state 
representative for 
DUI

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — Illi-
nois State Police have arrested 
state Rep. Steven Reick on 
charges that include driving 
under the influence of alcohol.

The (Springfield) State 
Journal-Register reports 
records show the Woodstock 
Republican was arrested 
Wednesday. State police also 
ticketed Reick for allegedly 
driving 15 to 20 mph above 
the speed limit and commit-
ting a turn-signal violation. 
Sangamon County Sheriff 
Jack Campbell says Reick has 
bonded out of custody.

Reick issued a statement 
Thursday, saying he made 
a, “stupid and regrettable 
decision,” and accepts full 
responsibility for his actions. 
He is due in court May 30.

Reick is the second 
lawmaker arrested for DUI this 
spring. State Rep. Kambium 
Buckner was charged March 
29 with DUI and driving below 
the speed limit. The Chicago 
Democrat has pleaded not 
guilty and has a pretrial hear-
ing June 10.

5 from Tennessee 
killed in Illinois 
interstate crash

MARION, Ill. (AP) — Police 
say five people from Memphis, 
Tennessee, heading to a 
funeral in Chicago were killed 
in a crash in southern Illinois.

Illinois State Police said 
Friday the driver of an SUV 
and its four passengers died 
Thursday afternoon on Inter-
state 57 in Franklin County. 
Police say the SUV crashed 
into the back of a semitrailer. 
One SUV passenger and the 
truck driver survived. The 
crash happened near the West 
Frankfort exit of northbound 
Interstate 57.

Family friend Quincy 
Jones of Memphis tells The 
Southern Illinoisan the group 
was traveling to Chicago for a 
funeral.

State police identified 
those killed as 78-year-old 
Coraleen A. Luellen; 75-year-
old Peggy Jackson Armstrong; 
78-year-old Helen Elizabeth 
Armstrong; 76-year-old 
Harold Edward Armstrong; 
and 80-year-old Magnolia G. 
Armstrong, the SUV driver.

State police are investi-
gating.

Alton builds 
barrier wall after 
Mississippi surge

ALTON, Ill. (AP) — Public 
works employees in Alton 
erected a barrier wall Thurs-
day after a sudden Mississippi 
River surge closed roadways. 
The weather service has 
predicted a crest of 35.5 feet 
by Sunday or Monday in Alton, 
the fifth-highest on record.

BY PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Two 
years after passing a significant 
bail bond reform law, some Il-
linois lawmakers are now con-
sidering doing away with cash 
bail altogether.

Supporters of that idea say 
it would bring greater fairness 
to the system, especially for 
low-income people charged 
with relatively minor offenses. 

But prosecutors and law 
enforcement officials warn 
that such a move could have 
far-reaching consequences, 
including putting victims of 
domestic violence at risk and 
taking away the ability of lo-
cal courts to fund services for 
crime victims.

Those were some of the is-
sues raised Tuesday in a House 
committee that is reviewing the 
impacts of the 2017 law and 
debating whether to continue 
down the path of bail reform, 
or whether to roll back some 
of the new limits on imposing 
cash bail.

Cook County State’s Attor-
ney Kim Foxx, who supports 
eliminating cash bail, said that 

before the 2017 reforms, the 
system of requiring people to 
post cash bonds was not keep-
ing violent felons off the street.

“One of the costs of doing 
business in some of these vio-
lent enterprises is going to jail,” 
she said. 

“And thus having money 
available to bail someone out of 
jail was accessible to them. So 
when we were looking at our 
population, we weren’t finding 
that the majority of people in 
our jail were there for violent 
offenses. We found the major-
ity of those who were in our 
jails were there for nonviolent 
offenses.”

Under the 2017 Bail Re-
form Act, people charged with 
nonviolent misdemeanors or 
low-level felonies are presumed 
to be eligible for release without 
posting bail. Instead, judges can 
order them to wear electronic 
monitors, enforce curfews or 
impose a number of other re-
strictions that apply until their 
cases are resolved.

Sharlyn Grace, co-executive 
director of the Chicago Com-
munity Bond Fund, an orga-
nization that posts bond for 
people who are unable to pay 

it themselves, told the commit-
tee the system of cash bail has 
never worked the way it was 
intended.

“Requiring people to put up 
a sum of money to secure their 
release pretrial is based on habit 
and longstanding practice,” she 
said. “But every study that has 
looked at it has found that it 
doesn’t increase court appear-
ance rates, and we know that 
continuing to use it has tremen-
dous negative impacts – both 
the impacts of creating lost jobs, 
lost housing, for some people 
the risk of losing custody of 
their children because they’re 
unable to care for them. And 
also it increases recidivism, and 
it increases the racial disparities 
that are already prevalent in our 
criminal justice system.”

A number of law enforce-
ment officials, however, said 
the 2017 law has had detri-
mental effects on their com-
munities, and they warned of 
additional consequences if the 
state does away with cash bail 
altogether.

“You’ve essentially upended 
an entire system and not put 
in enough buttresses in place 
in order to protect from a lot of 

the fallout that happened,” said 
McHenry County State’s Attor-
ney Patrick Kenneally. 

He said there has been an 18 
percent increase in the number 
of people who fail to appear in 
court after being released with-
out posting bail in McHenry 
County. 

Meanwhile, McDonough 
County Sheriff Nick Petitgout 
said doing away with cash bail 
would effectively defund a 
number of county services, in-
cluding programs designed to 
help crime victims. That’s be-
cause when a person is convict-
ed of a crime, any money paid 
for bail stays with the county 
and is applied toward fines, 
court costs and restitution.

“In our county, we take in 
roughly about a half million 
dollars in bond a year, and that 
money fuels our criminal jus-
tice system,” he said. “Things 
like victims services, court ap-
pointed special advocates, teen 
court, diversion programs, the 
treasurer’s office, the circuit 
clerk’s office, the sheriff’s office. 
There are many, many different 
parts of this system that rely on 
that money.”

Denton Aud, state’s attorney 

in White County in southeast 
Illinois, said the 2017 law was 
intended to address issues 
unique to Chicago and Cook 
County.

“If there’s one thing I could 
impress upon you, it’s that 
not every county is like Cook 
County,” he said.

Rep. Justin Slaughter, a Chi-
cago Democrat who chairs the 
House committee that deals 
with criminal law, is the lead 
sponsor of House Bill 3347, 
which would do away with cash 
bail in Illinois.

Meanwhile, Rep. Steven Re-
ick, a Woodstock Republican, 
is the lead sponsor of House 
Bill 221, which would allow any 
county other than Cook to opt 
out of the 2017 Bail Reform 
Act. 

And Rep. Patrick Windhorst, 
a Metropolis Republican, is 
sponsoring House Bill 912, 
which would scale back the 
2017 law by exempting people 
who are charged with felonies 
that were committed while 
they were released on bond, in 
a pretrial release program, in 
pretrial detention or serving a 
sentence of incarceration for a 
separate offense. 

Lawmakers may nix cash bail
Bail critics say it’s unfair to the poor, domestic abuse victims; prosecutors fear fallout

PITCHING NEW TAX TO BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS

Jerry Nowicki/ Capitol News Illinois

Gov. J.B. Pritzker speaks before a joint luncheon of the Illinois Retail Merchants Association and the Illinois Manufacturers’ 
Association at the Abraham Lincoln Hotel in Springfield on Wednesday.

BY JERRY NOWICKI AND PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois 

SPRINGFIELD – A graduated in-
come tax amendment is on the move at 
the Illinois State Capitol. 

On a busy Wednesday afternoon, Sen-
ate Democrats advanced the proposal, 
House Republicans held a news con-
ference bashing it and Democratic Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker addressed two organizations 
composed of members who are vocally 
opposed to it. 

Senate Joint Resolution Constitution-
al Amendment 1, which would allow the 
placement of a graduated tax question 
on the November 2020 general election 
ballot, passed with support from all 40 
Senate Democrats and no Republicans. 

Senate Bill 690, carried by Democrat 
Andy Manar of Bunker Hill, and Senate 
Bill 689, carried by Senate President John 
Cullerton (D-Chicago) passed as part of 
the package as well. 

SB 690 would provide for a property 
tax freeze on school districts if the state 
meets approximately $650 million in an-
nual K-12 education spending starting in 
2021. The freeze would exclude levies for 
debt and pensions. SB 689 would elim-
inate Illinois’ estate tax which currently 
applies to estates exceeding $4 million. 

No Republicans voted for either bill, 
as opponents said the property tax freeze 
would apply only in unlikely circum-
stances, while the estate tax repeal could 
be reversed at any time.  

Prior to the Senate’s vote, Pritzker ad-
dressed members of the Illinois Manu-
facturers’ Association and Illinois Retail 
Merchants Association – two organiza-
tions opposed to his signature revenue 
proposal – at a business day event at a 
Springfield hotel. 

Pritzker was warmly received despite 
the two groups’ opposition to the grad-
uated tax, and he said the measure was 
needed to prevent a hike in the flat in-
come tax. 

“The fair tax would stabilize our state’s 
finances, eliminate the budget deficit, 
help balance future budgets and reduce 

the net pension liability,” he said. 
Pritzker drew applause when he tout-

ed funding increases for workforce devel-
opment programs, vocational training, 
community colleges and apprenticeship 
programs. He also urged those in atten-
dance to lobby legislators for an infra-
structure bill and the revenue streams 
which would make it possible.

After Pritzker’s pitch, IRMA Chair-
man Jim Havey signified those in atten-
dance were unmoved by the arguments 
as he assailed the graduated tax and said 
there was no limit to the restrictions 
elected officials were willing to impose 
on Illinois businesses. 

The constitutional amendment and 
package of tax bills now move to the Il-
linois House, where Republicans plan to 
keep up their unanimous opposition. 

Speaking at a Statehouse news confer-
ence before the Senate vote, four House 
Republicans said the Senate version of 
the proposed rate structure, which is 

slightly different than the one Pritzker 
first proposed, proves how easy it would 
be for lawmakers to raise taxes on certain 
income classes in the future.

“We told you so,” said Rep. Margo 
McDermed, a Mokena Republican. “We 
told you that the Democrat-controlled 
General Assembly would not be content 
once they had a right to have graduated 
tax rates. Yesterday, state senators re-
leased new rates that would put in place 
income tax rates even higher than what 
the governor proposed just two months 
ago.”

In a separate statement, House Re-
publican Leader Jim Durkin, of Western 
Springs, called the Senate vote, “a slap in 
the face to thousands of Illinois families 
and businesses.”

There are 74 Democrats in the House, 
which needs 71 votes to pass the amend-
ment. Democratic House leaders have 
not yet announced when they plan to 
take up the package.

Tax amendment in House 

Blue Room Stream

Republican state Sen. Dale Righter speaks against a proposed graduated income 
tax rate structure that would go into effect in 2021 if voters approve a constitu-
tional amendment in the 2020 general election, arguing that such a plan could 
easily be changed in future years. The bill, which would set the tax rates struc-
ture, passed, 36-22, and now moves to the Illinois House.

BY REBECCA ANZEL
Capitol News Illinois

ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — An-
ti-smoking advocates with 
the American Cancer Soci-
ety want Illinois lawmakers 
to hike the tax on a pack of 
cigarettes by $1.

It is a proposal backed by 
Democratic senators who 
pushed to raise the age to 
purchase tobacco products 
to 21, and comes as legisla-
tors are seeking sources of 
revenue in the final weeks of 
the legislative session.

Gov. J.B. Pritzker initial-
ly introduced a 32-cent tax 
increase in his February 
budget proposal, which 
would change the current 
rate from $1.98 to $2.30 per 
pack. 

The Governor’s Office 
of Management and Bud-
get estimated that increase 
would generate an addition-
al $55 million to be used 
toward Illinois’ Medicaid 
program and schools.

But Shana Crews, gov-
ernment relations director 
for the American Cancer 
Society’s Cancer Action 
Network, said bumping up 
the Democratic governor’s 
idea by 68 cents would be 
a win-win solution for the 
state.

“Not only would a $1 
per pack cigarette tax in-
crease prevent 28,700 Illi-
nois youth from becoming 
adults who smoke and help 
48,700 adults who smoke 
quit, but it’s also expected 
to generate more than $159 
million in new annual rev-
enue,” Crews said. “That’s 
money that could be put 
toward public health pro-
grams and help Illinois pay 
down its high deficit.”

Language for the tax 
bump has not yet been filed, 
but is expected to appear in 
the Senate next week.

Sen. Terry Link, a Dem-
ocrat from Vernon Hills, 
sponsored legislation in 
2007 to ban public smok-
ing and was a proponent of 
the “Tobacco 21” initiative. 
He said Illinois is a long way 
from ending its campaign to 
end smoking.

Advocates 
push for 
$1-per-pack 
tax increase 
on cigarettes
Would be even 
more than Pritz-
ker’s proposed 
32-cent hike
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